Hi, My name is Sarah James and my Student number is 2311424.

This unit is ECEY4004 Multilingualism and Mult thinking.
The purpose of my presentation is to talk about Bilingualism and what it is. I will be going through the following areas:
The benefits of bilingualism.
The welsh language as an additional language, 
Brain Development
Divergent Thinking
And finally Links with early years frameworks and programmes
I will then close with my conclusion.
..................................................................................................................................
Bilingualism is when a person understands and speaks fluently 2 languages. This is what my focus is on.
The benefits of bilingualism according to Cummins is that children are able to learn more widely in other fields. The brain becomes more stimulated and allows it to function productively as the brain is able to think of ideas in two languages.
Language is the first thing a child is able to learn from birth and keeping a childs native home language is important to the child for many reasons such as their heritage and background. In Wales, we celebrate things like the eisteddfod. This is done in Welsh mostly as it is the language of Wales and is one of the longest spoken languages in the country and further afield. This is according to historic Uk. The Welsh language is just one of the Brythonic Celtic languages. These dialects evolved into separate languages over the years according to (Davies 2014). 
Many years ago, in Wales teachers had a Welsh knot which was a plaque put around the neck of a child to discourage them from using the Welsh language in conversation which is interesting in theory as it is now the complete opposite, and children and young people are encouraged to use the Welsh language more and more. This shows the development of studies on bilingualism and how it encourages the brain function in all areas from wellbeing, mental and physical development.
Children need to have continuity both at home and in their early years setting. This may mean that the language used at home should be reinforced in their day setting. The use of both English and Welsh in settings even if only incidental will make a significant difference to the young mind as it develops. In the video I used incidental Welsh through songs and added actions or objects in. This encourages children to hold the information in their brain better. They can associate the Welsh words with the English words easier if it is repeated many times and not just as a one off. The object also helps a child to remember the word association if it isn’t a word they initially understand. 
In doing this, it encourages young children to understand their own personal identity, which will only come from the children’s family home life.
According to the cultural learning alliance they believe it is ‘life-enhancing’ and an important part of life to understand the individuals cultural background to enable a child to have good multi thinking skills, have pleasure and good understanding in their array of options through life.  Along with self-expression which will help a child with their emotional wellbeing and ease to express these areas further.
Having the child's family being included in the learning and understanding of the Welsh culture allows children to gain further understanding as well as enjoyment in the culture they belong to. In Wales we celebrate Saint Davids Day. This is something that children can take part in with their families, school or early years setting. By creating a model relating to our national emblems such as the Welsh dragon or daffodil. These are objects that everyone, not just children, are able to associate with Wales and are part of the culture. 
Many other countries have their own emblems that can be associated with their country such as the red rose for England or the shamrock for Ireland. 

According to Dr Bialystok being bilingual gives you greater footing and the consequences of knowing 2 languages are profound than if a person is monolingual, only knowing one language however it appears there is still more research that would need to be done to confirm this. Bright and Filippi, 2019 agree that further research needs to be done as there could be more compelling evidence to say that monolinguals have a higher level of cognitive skills than bilingual people. 
There are 4 brain areas associated with language in some capacity: the Wernicke's Area, Motor Cortex, Auditory Cortex and Broca's Area. These all work together to help a person's bilingual brain function accordingly.

If a person is bilingual, it allows them to think in different languages, hence having double the ideas effectively, this encourages and supports their divergent thinking. According to Leikin 2013; Leikin and Tovli 2014 bilingual children are able to perform better than monolingual children in verbal creativity however, Jacobs and Pierce 1966 have not found any conflicting evidence in the studies carried out, if anything it suggests bilingual people have an advantage only in the future and not in verbal.

The Welsh language Strategy - Cymraeg 2050 a million Welsh speakers was created by the Welsh government in 2015. This was created in the hope that by 2050 we will have 1 million Welsh speakers in our native country. This has led to all early years practitioners in Wales having sufficient training to be able to lead the way in helping the early years learn and understand Welsh as an additional language. 
Settings are encouraged by the Welsh government and the governing body they are with to be a bilingual space or be able to start moving to becoming bilingual. 
Welsh-medium schools are becoming more, and they are increasingly popular. Camau is the Welsh work scheme in the early years and is very much supported by the policies and government to get the language up of the ground and in more homes. This support in early years including the children's families and friends will encourage the children who have English as their home language to become bilingual thus enabling them to become confident, divergent thinkers. In turn, supporting families as well as early years will only enforce the positive attitude onto everyone who supports the young person and enable them to have a more fruitful and full experience of learning the native language, they will become accustomed to over time. 
As you can see from the video, immersing the children into a world of fun with use of language both English and Welsh it opens up their confidence and gives them a better understanding of the language. Early years Wales and Pacey Cymru adapt the same ethics as one another when it comes to the Welsh language and helping children become the best they can. 
The United Nations rights of the child support the development of children and families culture, language and customs to that of their families, this is shown in Article 8, 29 and 30
In conclusion it appears that there is conflicting information for both sides of the argument, with some studies saying it is in the best interests of the child to be bilingual however some studies show it is best for a child to only know one langugae, monolingual. It would appear that those who are bilingual are divergent thinkers and their brain function, although it is slightly different in the way it functions it is not in a negative way. There isn’t any new theory or research on this specifically but it would perhaps be interesting to see as time goes on what the outcome of the studies would show in 2050 when we have more Welsh speakers in our community. This will be a time when we have more Welsh schools' and early years settings. A community where settings are moving more into bilingual rather than one sole language. Starting from early on clearly has a positive impact on the child and allows them to pick it up a lot quicker, allowing them to be comfortable and confident to learn the language instead of fearful and unsure. 
Thank you for listening to me today. 
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