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Executive summary


  The purpose of this study is to analyse how Virtual Learning Environment is impacting students' learning process in University of Wales Trinity Saint David (London campus).
  The methodology used in the study research is random sampling method. All the students have equal chance or probability to participate in the research interview. 
 The most important results of the study have showed that the majority of the students are happy with Moodle and they are using it on the regular. Moodle is very easy to use and every student from UWTSD has access to it. VLE became an very important part of students’ life.
 The main conclusion which can be drawn from this research, is that although Moodle is extremely useful, students wouldn’t like the whole educational system to be online only.




Introduction - Aim and Objectives

Virtual learning environment, also known as VLE
was created in order to break down the walls between schools or universities and homes.
Gratefully to Virtual Learning Environment, any content that students were able to access at educational institutions, they are able to access it at home as well.
In order to support VLE was created Moodle. Moodle is one of the largest open-source teams in the world.
Moodle provides us with many options, such as: possibility to check the attendance online, possibility to access the online library and other content any time from any place,
possibility to download the assignment online and check it for plagiarism and many others. Also, sometimes virtual learning allows to set tests that are automatically marked, instead feedback, which frees up teacher’s time.
  The purpose of this research is to analyse what effect has virtual learning on the process of studying, according to interviewed students from UWTSD.
Another objective of this assignment is to demonstrate the importance of analysis of information.
In this research have participated 50 students from different faculties from UWTSD. 
50 percent of students were interviewed through online questionnaire, and other 50 percent were interviewed through a face to face interview.


Literature review:

 A similar report was produced by Core for the Scottish Executive Education Department.
The result of the report shows that the general conclusion is that VLEs are probably to have an immense effect on the process of learning and teaching in the future. 
Without a VLE an university will not develop all the students' potential nowadays.
"With the improvements in infrastructure associated with broadband developments, the opportunity exploits to the full some of the more exciting, interactive and advanced elements of the products considered to date becomes a reality for more educational institutions. " - Core says.
 From this report it is clearly that Virtual Learning Environment is one of the key factors in any educational institution,  not in UWTSD only.







Primary research 

The research interview is an interview in which a person is asking questions to different people, in order to draw a conclusion and gain the statistic about a certain topic.

For this research interview was done the next steps:
1. Was chosen a setting with little distraction 
2. Was explained the purpose of the interview and address the terms of confidentiality 
3. Was explained to the people the format of the interview 
4. Was indicated how long the interview usually takes
5. Was told to people how to get in touch later if they have any questions
6. Was recorded each answer in the questionnaire 



The first thing which should be done when conducting a survey is to identify the population that we want to study. Once we identify the population, we need to select a survey method.
  In this research was applied simple random sampling method. 
Each individual was chosen entirely by chance and each student of University of Wales Trinity Saint David had an equal chance, or probability of being selected.
  The total number of students which have participated at this research is 50 people. 
  The questions were all related to Virtual Learning Environment and Moodle, such as how often and for how long do they use Moodle; how often they claim support from an I.T. member; their opinion about how VLE impacts studying process and so on. 



Results
(Questions and answers)

1. What is your gender?
	Male
	25

	Female
	25




2. What is your age?
	18 – 25 years old
	32

	25 – 35 years old
	15

	More than 35 years old 
	3





3. How often do you use Moodle?
	Daily
	15

	Weekly
	29

	Monthly 
	6

	Don’t use it at all
	0




4. How happy are you with Moodle service?
	Very good
	29

	Good
	10

	OK
	8

	Not bad
	2

	Bad
	1





5. How often do you ask for support from I.T. members from the university?
	More than once a month
	5

	Less than once a month 
	4

	Never 
	41




6. What is the main reason you are using Moodle (if you do so)?
	To check out the email 
	10

	To find information about assignment 
	10

	To check out the attendance 
	11

	To access the online library 
	9

	Other 
	10




7. For how long do you use Moodle each time?

	Less than 15 minutes
	5

	15 minutes – 29 minutes 
	20

	30 minutes – one hour 
	20

	More than one hour
	5




8. I consider that VLE has a good effect on students’ learning process 

	Strongly agree 
	28

	Agree
	15

	Neither agree nor disagree 
	5

	Disagree 
	1

	Strongly disagree 
	1




9. Do you have access to a device in order to use the Moodle?
	Yes, I have my own device
	47

	I don’t have my own device, but I have access to a foreign device 
	3

	I don’t have access at all
	0




10. Would you like all educational institutions to move totally in the Virtual Learning Environment?
	Absolutely 
	5

	Maybe
	6

	Not sure
	7

	Probably no
	9

	Definitely no
	23






Conclusion 

 There are a lot of conclusions which can be drawn from this assignment. 
  Virtual Learning Environment is an absolutely necessarily factor in the process of studying. The results show that out of 50 students, 58% are using Moodle weekly, and 30% - daily. 
96% of students have appreciated Moodle service as “Very good”, “Good" or “Ok". It means that students are going to use Moodle till the end of their studies. Moodle is used by both genders equally, of any age category.
 82% of students have never asked for help from IT team. It means that Virtual Learning Environment is absolutely clear and understandable for the majority of students.
  Moodle is extremely useful, as it allows students to check the mails from university, to access online library, to check own attendance, to find information about the assignment and many others.
  Also, the results show that the biggest majority, 80% of students are using Moodle for interval of 15-30 or 30-60 minutes. It demonstrates that Moodle is useful and necessarily for students. 
  Another conclusion which can be drawn from this questionnaire is that 86% of students confirmed that Virtual Learning Environment has a positive impact on their studying experience. 
As well, the results show that absolutely all students have access to a device, which means that there are no barriers to the Virtual Learning Environment in University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 
  Although we can definitely draw a conclusion that VLE has a positive effect on students’ learning experience, only 22% of students said that they would absolutely like, or they would maybe like, if the whole educational system would be online. This is because there is almost no interpersonal connection in the Virtual Environment. 
 The main idea which can be drawn from this research is that VLE is extremely useful and helpful for the majority of students. Without VLE students’ potential can not be fully developed.



Limitations of the study 
The limitations of the study are those factors which influenced the results of the research. 
These are the limitations of the study for this report:
1. Lack of time – because of the deadline for producing the report, there were only interviewed 50 students.
2. Lack of financial resources – because of the lack of financial resources, it was not possible to hire professionals for data collection or to buy any professional reports which could help to do this analysis. Also, there was no possibility to reward participants with gifts in order to motivate more of them to participate. 
3. Sample size (Small number of students which participated in this research) – it is not possible to find out the exactly statistics based on only 50 students, as the whole number of the students is much bigger. An absolutely correct statistic could be obtained only if 100 percent of students would have participated. 
4. The absence of professional qualification on producing a research – the researcher doesn’t have any qualifications in research area.
5. Lack of professional equipment – some specific equipment could be really useful for collecting data.
6. Lack of access to libraries – all of the libraries was closed for the time when this report was produced. The report was based on online sources of information only. Online sources are not always same truthful as published literature. 
7. Lack of students’ interest in participation in the research interview – many of student were just refusing to take a part in this research.
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Appendix: 
1. In class exercise:
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