Essay 1: Compare the methodologies used in two research papers, discussing the position of the researchers in relation to their fields of research.
Word Count: 1000

Introduction
This paper aims to compare the research methods, position and literature employed by researchers Gillian Bennett in, “If I Knew You were Coming I'd Have Baked a Cake,“ (1995) and Jenny Blaine in, “Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and Rationality” (2000) respectively.

I. Methodology 
In Bennett’s paper, “If I Knew…”, a quantitative representation of the characteristics of her study group situates the patterns that the qualitative research throws up. This “mixed methods” approach gives us useful insights in the patterns of beliefs between generations of a predominantly women-only study group. 

The manner of selecting a study group plays in important role in any research. Bennett’s group of elderly women were patients and willing participants of Bennett’s father’s podiatrist practice; a man with a recognised and esteemed role in the community. His possible influence as “gatekeeper”[footnoteRef:1] is significant when we find that he was present while the interviews were conducted.  A post-modern critique points to the doctor-patient power equation implicit in this dynamic.  [1:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey. (2011) Qualitative Research Methods. Sage: London, pg 92. 
] 


Blain on the other hand in her essay, “Speaking Shamanistically” uses in-depth interviews as her research methodology along with personal experience. She reveals the tension she feels in the opposing worlds of the rationalist anthropologist in conferences by presenting the words of the “other” seidh workers rather than her personal experience of seidr. A tension that she uses to advantage in her paper, by keeping the self-reflective process intact as she reveals the seemingly opposing worlds of the experience of seidr and the rationalist view of the anthropologist. This transparency in thought process begets a trust in her lending veracity to her findings.


II. Position of the researcher
Blain in her essay, “Speaking Shamanistically” falls in the space between the insider-outsider spectrum. As a non-native Icelander she is researching a tradition outside her culture, but her personal experience of this shamanistic practice makes her an active member of her study group. [footnoteRef:2] Given this position her reflective and reflexive paper is brave. She chooses to reveal her concerns in sharing the complete seidr experience which she has so far with “only two people: in two countries”[footnoteRef:3] embarrassed in her attempt to communicate to those who accept only rationality. Her role in this insider-outsider space allows her to begin to understand the community’s “contradiction and constraints” and herself “as part/not part of that community”[footnoteRef:4] in ways that bring to attention the fluidity and complexity of human experience.  [2:  Sonya Corbin Dwyer, &  Jennifer L. Buckle, (2009). 'The Space Between: On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualitative Research', International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 8(1), pp. 55 
]  [3:  Jenny Blain, 2000. ‘Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and Rationality’. In DISKUS Volume 6 (2000), pg. 8
]  [4:  Jenny Blain, 2000. ‘Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and Rationality’. In DISKUS Volume 6 (2000), pg. 8
] 


Bennett too shares the in-between space on the insider-outsider spectrum leaning towards the outsider voice in the telling of her paper. She falls into the insider as her study group was drawn from the “culture under study”[footnoteRef:5] that is, her hometown and a social network shared with her father. She is however an ‘outsider to the commonality shared by participants’[footnoteRef:6] by virtue of being a generation different to the elderly women study participants.  [5:  Sonya Corbin Dwyer, &  Jennifer L. Buckle, (2009). 'The Space Between: On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualitative Research', International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 8(1), pp. 55 
]  [6:  Sonya Corbin Dwyer, &  Jennifer L. Buckle, (2009). 'The Space Between: On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualitative Research', International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 8(1), pp. 55 
] 



[bookmark: _GoBack]III. Literature review 
Bennett situates her research by giving us a historical perspective of the folklore traditions of Britain beginning with the seventeenth century and every century thereafter.



Conclusion
Both Bennett and Blain employed in-depth interviews with their research participants, which is where the similarity in their methodology ends. 
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