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For the first five years of a child’s life their language develops at a very rapid pace, The development of language is universal although the age and pace of development can vary greatly. (Encyclopedia of Children’s Health, N.D). The importance of educators is vital to the growth and expansion of language development. In this body of work the writer will be investigating the impact of several key theorists impacts and contributions to cognitive development and evaluating the writer’s own contribution to literacy in their own setting. 
	The first theorist to discuss is one of the key contributors to language acquisition and cognitive Development, Noam Chomsky. Chomsky’s work suggests that the mind Is already pre-equipped with linguistic constraints, that he often refers to as ‘universal grammar’, His framework has a common structural foundation across all languages despite their apparent differences. (Main, 2023). There are four various states of the mind, the first being language, followed by ideas, imagination, reflection and then finally consciousness. Chomsky argues that the human mind explores its capacity through grammar. (Tantray, 2023). 
An example of how Chomsky’s theory is used in a practical setting is the teaching of Phonics, by children learning the sounds of certain words and the rules that apply with the right support this can lead to them reading and understanding words they haven’t been introduced to yet. Chomsky called this idea ‘generative grammar’, the process of generating and understanding sentences using rules. (Tantray, 2023). In the writer’s own school setting a new scheme called Monster Phonics has been introduced, which is “A multi-sensory focused approach that provide an easy and fun memory cue for children” (Penllergaer Primary, 2024). This is Scaffolded throughout the curriculum, Scaffolding is a theory from Jerome Bruner, who believed a child should have active involvement in his learning. He coined the term scaffolding which is ‘the selection and design of appropriate stimulus materials and activities which the student can understand and complete’ (Mcleod, 2024). This is also the repetition of subject through school years to consolidate. 
	Furthermore, as useful as Chomsky’s theory is to language acquisition of the English language, some critiques include that it would be impossible to provide a structure across all languages due to some having such vast rules and differences. Chomsky lacks to take into consideration the variation of language between individuals and cultures. Critiques argue that language is influenced by a range of factors such as, cultural norms, individual experiences, and social interactions which cannot be explained alone by Chomsky’s theory. (Main, 2023). Chomsky’s universal grammar “makes language possible: yet it develops through social linguistic experience”. (Müldür, 2023). 
	In contrast to Chomsky, Behaviourist theorist Skinner argued that language acquisition could be explained by the mechanics of operant conditioning. (Nicoladis and Sturdy, 2017). Operant conditioning is the use of positive or negative reinforcements in order to repeat good behaviours or extinguish unwanted ones. Operant conditioning is used throughout schools and across the curriculum, it can be seen in modern day practical settings as reward charts, stickers, choice of free play and many more. However, Skinner explains that whilst learning a language, the reward for using the correct word in a functioning manner would be as simple as receiving said word, for example if a child asks for a ‘drink’ and receives one this would reinforce the use of the word. (Lumen Learning, 2023).
	Although in 1959 Chomsky replies to Skinner’s argument with controversy, stating that Children could not learn a language through ‘messy output’ mentioning that parents may not be carefully shaping children’s vocalisation. (Nicoladis and Sturdy, 2017). However, looking at a modern-day policy, The Department of education states that research shows the importance, and the amount of input children receive from the adults around them, and the significant difference it makes to their ability to read and write. (2022). Nevertheless, despite both theorists’ critiques of each other’s work it is essential to note that generally both Chomsky and Skinner recognized that language likely results from complex nature-nurture interactions. (Goddard, 2015). 
Every child is different and has a unique learning style, in order to give a young person, the best possible tools to develop and grow the combination of multiple learning theories is essential. Professor Graham Donaldson made important changes to the Welsh curriculum in 2015, He stated that it should be split into six different areas of learning that include Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Humanities, Language, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy, and Science and Technology. He also stated the importance of teaching, enforcing, and using Language skills across all six areas and that it is the responsibility of everyone. 
As well as each child learning individually, some may have additional challenges and needs that need to be met in order for learning to even begin. “By age 5, Children from disadvantaged backgrounds will be over a year behind in their vocabulary compared with their peers from less disadvantaged backgrounds.’ (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2013). In order to combat these issues a whole school approach is needed, including parents. In the writer’s own school setting we offer workshops that can be provided for parents to attend to go over learning styles and curriculum. This hopes to eliminate parents’ confusion or distain to the school setting and hopefully break generational patterns. 
Another consideration to make are the children that English is an additional language, this can be extremely challenging as these children may be unfamiliar to Welsh school settings and have the task of studying English and Welsh. The Welsh Government gives guidelines to support these pupils such as their need to hear the English Language spoken by adults as much as possible in different settings. The use of visual timetables, Using clear and concise language, Repeated Phrases, and link to areas of learning. (2024). 
To conclude learning any Language is complex and difficult, and each child may have a different approach but with multiple theories of learning being applied and School’s taking on a whole school approach and providing additional support, each child can have the chance to develop and grow their literacy and Language. 


















Reflective Commentary
	In this body of text, I will be reflecting on my own experience and critically evaluating my reading submission video and my own learning from this module. I will be using the Gibbs reflective model to look back on the duration of this assignment. 
The Module I will be reflecting on is ‘Literacy – A key to learning’, Our module aims were to develop understanding of language and literacy development and consider various approaches to support this development. In our first lecture we were given our assignment specification sheet outlining a 2000-word essay and a 5-minute demonstration video of storytelling to children in our own setting. After this first lecture, I felt fairly confident as language and literacy have always been subject matter I enjoy, and each lecture provided concise and relevant information that boosted and supported my confidence.
However, due to ongoing conditions and fluctuating illness which are out of my control led to poor time-management. This resulted in not being able to achieve and perform most of my ideas for the video although this could not have been avoided, in future it would be beneficial to maximise the amount of effort and work I produce when I am well to reduce added stress and negativity when I am set back.
The importance of effective time management is vital and “empirical evidence suggests that effective time management is associated with greater academic achievement” (Macaan et Al, 2011). Another lapse in my time management skills was apparent in my video, the specified time was five minutes and after finishing my recording the run time was over eight minutes. The positive of this is that the video showed good engagement from the children yet didn’t meet the assignment requirements and created more work to edit and trim with little time left. In future to prevent and better this, I will effectively manage my time to be able to practice story lengths and questions beforehand. 
Looking at the video, the first point involves the group of children that were available to film. Due to busy school life and filming later than anticipated, I didn’t have the opportunity to select different students. I had five non-challenging behaved children with no additional needs that were able to sit and listen through the story telling. This links to cognitivism because “cognitivists view memory and recall as the key to learning” (Saunders and Wong, 2020). This is shown in the video by asking the Children questions and them demonstrating recalling and understanding the story. 
It’s important to note a critique of just storytelling, every child is different and may not all be able to learn this way. Some children may have additional needs ranging from hidden disabilities such as Autism, poverty or even learning English as a second language but even without additional needs the theory of constructivism “represents a more active approach to learning, as opposed to an approach like Behaviourism, where students arguably take a more passive role in learning.” (National University, N.D). In future to solve this the use of props and more active roles in the story could be used to further engage the children and provide them with an active part to play.
After the story I introduced the follow up activity, I was confident that the activity would be engaging for the children however due to poor time management and reaching the time limit I feel I gave a poor description of the task and didn’t explain it as clearly as I would have liked. The positive of this task involves the children being able to retell the story in their own words and be creative as possible, this follows the literacy framework as “writing across the curriculum - learners respond to activities including visual elements.” (Twinkl, N.D). However again the negative is it doesn’t consider those children who struggle with written tasks and would benefit from a more sensory approached activity. 
If I had to undertake this task again, I would make sure to have effective time management in order to prepare and plan a more sensory activity, including props of characters and possible read along books. I would also select a more diverse group of pupils to be able to evaluate their learning and critique my session further to know how to improve it. The objection of my session was to have the children be engaged and enjoy the story which I feel I achieved, although I realise the potential for more learning and growth opportunities which I failed to provide. 
To conclude my findings there is a lot of possibilities for growth and improvement to my session. Each pupil is unique and processes new ideas in different ways, using learning styles or relying on evidence-informed cognitive research is important neurodiversity must be considered in education. (Main, 2022). The UK parliament stated in 2023 that the number of children in our education system that are struggling with talking and understanding words has only been exacerbated, with a marked increase of 200,000 from 2021 to 2022.
With this marked increase it seems that the importance of educator’s roles in the growth of literacy and language in our schools today are vital. Children’s language skills connect to their overall development and can help to provide an estimate of their educational success. As the child’s speaking and listening develops, they build foundations for literacy, understanding visual and verbal signs, and reading and writing. (The Department of Education, N.D).
Finally, The development of Language and Literacy in the schools is the role of everyone with the support of a whole school approach and teachers willing to adapt, change and develop their own learning gives each child the best possibility to be able to grow and achieve success regardless of possible barriers.
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