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	A strong connection between Schools, Families, Carers, and the Community is essential to building a good reputation and a positive educational experience for the pupils. By engaging closely with the community, schools gain many opportunities and support for school assemblies, trips, and experiences that benefit the children. Wales have recently introduced a new Curriculum framework designated to Wales which has a strong emphasis on health and wellbeing, and essential life skills focusing briefly on outdoor learning and play. There are four purposes within the curriculum which are to create ‘ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives’, ‘enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work’, ‘ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world’ and ‘healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society’ (Gov.Wales, 2020). 1 purpose that I believe is an important factor when it comes to the wider community is ‘ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world’ as it emphasises on the importance of aiming for better informed citizens to make Wales a warmer, friendlier and informed country. Although the new Curriculum framework is seen as a positive enforcement to the Welsh Education system, it could potentially turn into a challenging process for School, for example, it may cause more stress for teachers as their aim is to conduct their own individual curriculum and create lessons, keeping them informative but also introducing play and pupil led lessons. Although obstacles may arise in regard to lesson plans, the new Curriculum will have a very positive effect on supporting the community not only through focusing strongly on the pupil’s well-being in order to create healthier, ambitious, and valued members of the society, but also introducing outside play such as forest schools which is affirmative to nature and community wildlife.
	From my bridging experience at School X, I collected information on the various ways the school engages with the community, families, and carers and how this engagement supports the school and pupils. Firstly, School X welcomes groups and organisations within the community into the school to use their hall, for example dance classes, girl guides, scouts, and even the local council to conduct polling stations. As a result of offering the use of space to the community, school X gains mutual respect between them and these groups which opens many opportunities for experiences such as school trips free of charge or discounted, informative community visits in assemblies or classes and fun experiences for the children. An example of an opportunity the school receives as a result of working closely with the community is their engagements with their local church, St David’s Church. This local Church conducts food banks and resources for lower income families, individuals, and the homeless. To support this, school X ask the pupils families to donate essential foods and any resources such as old clothes or blankets to support the Church’s collection, not only does this support others, but also teaches and influences the children about giving to the less fortunate and how important it is to support the community. Over 500 pupils attend the school so overall they receive a large sum of resources, which the Church is highly grateful for, to show their gratitude, high members of the St David’s Church visit the school for assemblies every fortnight and inform the children of many different things within religion, including diversity, holiday celebrations, history, different religions, and beliefs which contributes towards building ethically informed citizens as stated as one of the purposes of the Welsh Curriculum. Another supportive collection school X conducts to help lower income families within the school and the community is a ‘swap and drop’ activity, where members of the school and community can donate books, toys or even winter clothing such as hats, gloves, and scarves into a collection at the school’s reception. If needed they can bring resources in and swap for others available for them free of charge, for example if there’s no need for a book anymore or they’d like a more challenging book for their child, they can exchange these at the collection, the resources are available for anybody even if they have nothing to exchange. As this collection is open to the community as well as families within the school, it displays care and respect for the community and a message to the parents proving that the school is attentive when it comes to pupil and family welfare and resources, alongside this it demonstrates reusing, recycling and kindness to the children which will benefit the wider community in the future.
	Working closely with families and communities by offering support, has a direct impact on the child and family well-being. School X works especially close with parents who’s child has additional learning needs to share their progress and discuss what works best for the child by sharing strategies. To reassure parents that they’re supporting their child there’s regular communication, teachers send termly reviews on the child’s progress followed by individual development plans created and updated every term. Each child with additional learning needs have weekly one on ones with a learning support assistant to support their learning in the ways that work best for the child. School X offers an enormous amount of support to families to ensure they’re living as healthy, clean, and informed as possible. Free school meals are offered to all children eligible, but as well as this, School X welcomes their parents to attend school dinners for a free meal to ensure that they’re also staying healthy and well-nourished, as well as their child. School X has washing machines, they are not often used in school alongside education, so they offer to do laundry free of charge for low-income or time poor families within the school which insures the children and family are always in clean clothes. Lastly, another selfless offer the school provides to parents and the community is free potty-training lessons for all members of the community. Within these lessons, the participants are given all the necessary resources to use, and they are even given the option to keep the resources from these lessons free of charge such as nappies, wipes, and potties. This shows a large amount of respect from the school and would result in strong gratitude towards the school, where parents respect and appreciate the school for everything they do.
	As briefly mentioned previously, schools are beginning to introduce forest schools into practice to accompany the outside learning and play noted in the Curriculum framework. There are many positive outcomes that are shown when schools introduce their pupils to forest schools, for example it builds and improves a child’s self-esteem and imagination, improves their resilience, improves holistic development and wellbeing by promoting a healthy lifestyle, gives pupils the opportunity to experience learner led play which promotes individual growth and independence, improves focus inside and outside of the classroom, and lastly is beneficial to the communities nature as school X have taken part in planting trees locally and within forestry’s as part of their outdoor learning. While at my bridging school, there was not much discussion on the negatives within their forest school practice, but since conducting research I found an organisations blog (Muddy days, 2017), that stated some disadvantages, risks and challenges that come with forest schools which are understandable especially within early years. They include factors such as the weather, which tends to be very wet and cold in Wales in Winter, Spring and Autumn terms, safety, and hygiene and whether it’s suitable for certain individuals, for example a child who doesn’t enjoy being outside getting dirty or running around. After reading this blog, I considered the challenges that disabled children may face in forest schools, for example, wheelchair users would struggle or even miss out if the forest is to boggy and dirty and would not be able to participate in any tree climbing or many of the other activities involved. It is also important to consider distance, not all schools have local forestry which is close enough in distance to walk and access which could potentially create challenges for the school regarding funding for travel. If a school within lower income area don’t have a local forestry nor the needed school funding to travel to these destinations it would be a lot more difficult than higher income areas, as it is unlikely that they will receive the appropriate funding needed from all families within the school, which would lead to children having to miss out if they went ahead with the forest school.
	School X takes pride in creating positive relationships with families within the school and provide many sources of communication constantly through the nursery to school transitioning period up to the primary to comprehensive transitions. School X engage through posting regularly on their school website, school Twitter, school YouTube, Google classroom and emailing weekly newsletters to parents and carers to update them on their year groups progress. Instead of sending letters home, the school send information or reminders through email as they understand by giving the pupils letters to take home it is more than likely that they’ll forget, and the letters will go unread. The school also struggles with many time poor parents due to long working hours, so believe that online engagement is crucial to keep families updated on progress or any changes within the school. Clearly, the parent’s opinions are very important to school X as at the end of each term, they send out questionnaires to parents to gather their opinion on how things were done within the term and consider any changes that are needed to improve next term. (Estyn, 2018) report that School X ‘Sees that building positive partnerships with parents makes a crucial contribution to developing strong attitudes to learning’, I can see how this is displayed within the school as they regularly welcome families in to offer support and for various events focusing mainly on the children. 
	While at school X, I gathered information from the school’s nursery teacher regarding how they work closely with parents and new starting pupils. During children’s transitioning period from pre-school organisations to schools, the nursery teachers at the school organise visits to meet the child and give them the chance to meet and familiarise themselves with their future teacher. By arranging these visits, it’s showing families that the school is attentive to personal relationships and has the child and family’s best interests at heart, this would be very meaningful for worried parents who are stressed about their child starting at a new school especially if their child has any additional needs as it is important to start the engagement early so that all information is already known before the child starts at school. The nursery also conducts a ‘stay and play’ opportunity for parents and their child to visit the school for an hour during school time before they’re due to start their education in school X. This gives the parents an insight into where and how their child will be learning and developing in the upcoming term and gives them the opportunity to ask any relevant questions if needed. Not only is this beneficial to the parents, but also the child as it’s an opportunity for them to play and get comfortable in the new environment, which will be their future classroom and to get familiar with their future peers. 	         
   During a pupil’s time within school X, the school holds many events for parents during terms to keep them updated with what their child is learning. They conduct a ‘tray and display’ opportunity where they welcome parents in to visit their child’s class and observe the work and tasks they’ve been completing. The school attempts to do this at least twice a term to make sure the parents are kept informed on their child’s current education topics and it gives them a chance to discuss their child’s progress briefly. Similarly, they hold open themed events for parents which are usually interactive and presented by the children, it gives the children an opportunity to show what they’ve been learning in an expressive, enjoyable way. Within these events the children will, display art, create videos, show class displays they’ve created, act, sing, and create activities for the parents. By welcoming the parents into the school, it encourages the parents to engage more and support their children in learning, according to (Estyn, 2018) school X state that ‘Pupils take pride in sharing their achievements and are highly motivated to do the best they can. The strong link between families creates a warm learning community within the school’. This suggests to me, that a positive parent and school engagement encourages and influences the children to aim higher, and work harder especially when it results in an enjoyable event that they can take part in to show their work progress to their parents. 
	To conclude, I feel it is obvious that schools in Wales are very attentive to creating strong, healthy, relationships with families, carers and the communities and support each other mutually in different ways. It is clear that school X has a lot of respect for the families and community and offer all they can to support their well-being. After concluding everything I have learnt at school X, I have set future targets to follow when I begin teaching in schools. Firstly, I will aim to stay proactive with families and keep a healthy relationship through means of effective communication to create a trusting bond and hopefully have a positive impact on the child’s educational progress. If given the chance to engage in a forest school experience, I have set a target to approach any unfair disadvantages some children may experience due to additional learning needs, disabilities, and family income so that all children have equity within the practice. Whether this be through finding new locations that are wheelchair friendly or researching into new ideas of experiencing outdoor play for those who don’t enjoy the forest environment. 
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