Research Methodology

In order to advance upon the previous chapter, I must clearly outline the method of data collation in which I intend to base this hypothesis. As identified in the previous chapter, there is a clear gap in the research concerning the prevalence of county lines drug dealing with the area of South Wales and more broadly, rural-coastal towns. In addition to this, there is a clear absence in current research that concerns the influence of media on young persons and the current criminal justice response to this issue. This chapter will proceed to outline the proposed research methodology in which data will be collated, sanitised and ultimately analysed. In order to achieve the best possible data from my sample group, I must have a clear philosophy and approach to obtaining and analysing data, which is in line with ethical principles and data protection law. The success of this hypothesis rests heavily on a well structured and clear research methodology, as this is the process that will ultimately authenticate the case study (Bhattacharyya, D.K., 2006). In order to conduct the necessary research in to the above topics, I intend to base my research upon the mixed methods approach to data collation. The mixed methods approach seeks to combine both qualitative and quantitative data with the purpose of achieving a better understanding of the research problem by synthesizing different types of data (Hecker and Kalpokas (n.d.)). The ultimate purpose of utilising a mixed methods approach to this investigation, will be to expand and strengthen the study’s conclusions and therefore, contribute to the published literature. Ultimately, contributing to the gap in the existing research by collating and analysing data obtained from sample groups (Schoonenboom and Johnson (2017)).

Qualitative data

Through utilising a mixed methods approach to this hypothesis, the collation of data will be achieved through both qualitative and quantitative means. Qualitative data is a type of data that is collected and analyzed in non-numerical form, such as words images or observations (Hassan (2023). Through the use of non numerical data, it is clear that qualitative data is useful in understanding the research hypothesis in a much deeper and broader capacity. Qualitative data is the key in obtaining and understanding more complex phenomena, such as raw human emotion, attitudes, and behaviour (ibid). As this is an emotive topic that bears heavily upon human emotion, in particular the criminal justice response to the issue, this type of data will contribute significantly to the overall research. In order to obtain qualitative research, I intend to conduct several interviews which are centred upon the research objectives, in order to obtain and capture the attitudes and emotions towards the topic. My target audience for this study will be serving police officers that work within a public protection setting. My rationale for this is that this department, in particular officers that work within exploitation teams, are likely to have more experience with county lines drug dealing and the exploitation faced by the children involved. Qualitative data appears to be an attractive method of research, primarily due to the potential of developing the attitudes and emotions of subjects into formal research strategy capable of yielding substantive and reliable contributions to knowledge (Parker, L.2004).

Quantitative data

As opposed to qualitative data, quantitative data is more one dimensional in concept, however, also presents a significant contribution to the hypothesis. Quantitative data consists of information that can be quantified and given a numerical value (Stevens, E. 2023). Qualitative data will contribute significantly to this case study as the numerical values of the information will allow for statistical analysis of the research objectives (ibid). In order to successfully obtain quantitative data in this case, I intend to produce a 20-question survey which will be disseminated amongst serving police officers that work within the Swansea district of the South Wales Police. This will facilitate in answering the research objectives and contributing to the existing gaps in the research. The questions of this survey will be carefully formulated in order to approach the objectives of this hypothesis, with all answers remaining anonymous and being treated with the utmost confidentiality and ethical respect. In order to produce my survey and extend to my target audience, I intend to disseminate through an online platform. This has many benefits, such as eliminating human error from the data entry stage of the survey (Schmidt, W.C 1997). In addition to the above, an online survey will allow myself to access a much wider target audience in a low cost, time saving manner. Ultimately, my key purpose in utilising quantitative data through the use of survey is to achieve greater accuracy and a much wider target audience, it is with this that I believe that a survey will contribute to the overall hypothesis. Upon receipt of both types of data through the mixed methods approach, I will then intend to successfully analyse and present this data in a manner that contributes to this hypothesis. In order to structure this data analysis, I intend to utilise the triangulation method of data analysis which is centred upon utilising data from two different sources. This method of research also eliminates bias and allows a thorough cross check of evidence, in this case, qualitative and quantitative data streams (Bhandari, P, 2022).
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An ethics form has been submitted to UWTSD and has received approval from an ethics board. Throughout this study, an adherence to the universities guidelines will be followed, with the data and personal details of participants held and dealt with professionally and in line with legal requirements. 
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