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Slide 1: Introduction
Good Afternoon my name is Lieam Williams, I am currently studying at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The presentation I will be presenting today will be on the key historical moments that shaped youth work during the 1980’s an this focus will be on Uk and Wales. 
This decäed seen major social, economic and political change, and these changes had  significant impact on Young People. The approaches that we as youth workers use today were shaped by what happened during this period in time. I will explore events, challenges and developments that influenced youth work practice. 

Slide 2:- Context- Uk and Wales in the 1980s
· Need to look at wider social context in order to understand youth work in the 1980’s
· UK faced a major recession- affecting industries such as coal and steel that were especially important in Wales and declined rapidly. 
· Had a huge impact on communities that depended on these jobs
· Families experienced poverty, instability and uncertainty 
· Youth services became more important than ever as youth workers provided support during a period when young people faced unemployment, stress and a rapid social change. This led to the growth of community based and informal education approaches as workers needed to adapt to the needs of communities. 

Slide 3:- Youth Unemployment 
· Defining issues of the 1980s was youth unemployment- with mines and heavy industries closed young people found themselves with few opportunities
· Didn’t just affect their finances but their mental health, confidence for some their sense of identity as many felt they had no future in their communities.
· Youth Worker played an important role by helping Young People to develop skills, rebuild their confidence and stay connected. 
· Youth Clubs became safe and supportive spaces for guidance, informal learning and belonging.

Slide 4 :- 1981 UK Urban Riots
· 1981 Riots occurred in places like Brixton, Toxteth and Moss Side- these were areas with high unemployment, poor housing and strained relations between young people and police. 
· Young People especially those from black communities were at the centre of these events- riots highlighted social inequalities that couldn’t be ignored. 
· Turning point for youth work as government and local authorities began to recognise the importance of youth work in supporting marginalised groups and improving community relations and early intervention.

Slide 5 :- Growth of Detached and Outreach Youth Work
· Major development was the rise of detached and outreach youth work.
· Youth workers went out into communities, street and public spaces and there was no expectation for young people to come into youth centres workers would meet young people where they were.
· This was important for young people who felt disconnected and lack of trust from formal services and institutions. 
· Detached and Outreach work helped to build relationships and reach those who were more at risk. 
· This approach grew rapidly and become very influential in Wales and to this day is still a key method of youth work.

Slide 6 :- 1985 International Youth Year
· 1985 United Nations declared an International Youth Year concentrating on the themes of participation, development and peace. 
· This encouraged youth organisations across the UK and Wales to focus more on youth voice and leadership. 
· Young people started to be seen as passive recipients of services and they started to be recognised as active citizens who contributed ideas and lead change. 
· This laid important foundation for participation strategies in Wales. 

Slide 7 :- YTS
· 1983 seen the Government introduce the Youth Training Scheme the aim of this was to tackle youth unemployment and gave young people work experience and training
· There were mixed reactions to this as some felt it offered valuable opportunities and other criticised it for low wages and limited progression routes.
· Youth Workers supported young people to participated in the YTS with navigating decisions, building confidence and developing employability skills. 
· The scheme strengthened a link between youth work and vocational support

Slide 8 :- Anti Racist and Equality Youth Work
· 1980’s saw an increase in awareness of racism, discrimination in particularly after the Urban Riots
· Youth Organisations took on a more active role in promoting anti racist practice, inclusion and multicultural education. 
· Youth Workers created a safe space for discussions regarding identity, prejudice and community tensions. 
· This helped to shape and equality focused youth work that we are familiar with today. 

Slide 9 :- Informal Education in Youth Work
· Informal education became a defining features of youth work in the UK during this period.
· Rather than focus on structured programmes Youth work emphasised on relationship building, voluntary participation, and personal development. 
· Youth clubs, community centres and voluntary groups became places where young people could learn through conversation, experience and participation.
· The approach helped young people build confidence, resilience and social skills outcomes that still underpin youth work today.
Slide 10 :- Legacy of the 1980’s for Youth Work in Wales
· In summary the 1980’s had a lastin impact on Youth Work in Wales
· Strengthened the focus on youth voice and participation.
· Outreach and detached youth work became the mainstream ways of engaging with Young people. 
· Youth work gained recognition as an essential community Support system and not just a recreational Service. 
· These developments laid the foundation for later Welsh youth work strategies- including the Youth Work Strategy for Wales.
· These challenges of the 1980s ultimately helped to shape the modern, valued driven youth work sector that we have today. 
Slide 10 :- Youth Work Today
· Moving to the modern day youth work continues to evolve
· Digital youth work is now a major part of practice, with workers using gaming platforms, social media and online spaces to engage Young people.
· Participation and Youth Voice are stronger with Young people involved in decision making and Local and National levels.
· Greater emphasis on partnership working between youth Services, Schools, Health Services and other agencies to enusre holistic Support.
Thank you for listening. 



