Findings and conclusion
Introduction
Following on from the analysis of data acquired by quantitative data, this section of the project details the limitations of the study along with recommendations for further research and a conclusion of the research conducted.
As outlined in the literature review, statistics regarding police officers becoming victims of assault has increased year by year following the introduction of BWC until present (ONS,2020). Due to this alarming statistic existing literature was examined offering theories for why assault rates on officers are increasing due to BWC. There were many reasons offered with themes relating to officers and offenders behaviour. Many of the existing research articles discovered were specific to police officers within America. Very little literature and explanations were available within the United Kingdom. Due to the lack of existing data this research project was conducted to further understand and add validity to claims made surrounding the implications of BWC.
The research conducted was aimed around assaults on police whilst exploring factors present, due to BWC, that may affect the likelihood of officers becoming a victim to assault. The objectives this research intended on examining are as follows:
Aims: To identify the impact body worn camera has upon the likelihood of officers becoming victims of assault.   
· Identify any effects presence and activation of BWC has upon offenders behaviour.
· Identify if readily available evidence impacts the likelihood of officers’ victim to assault perusing a formal complaint. 
· Recognise if activation of BWC influences decisions, including use of force by officers present. 
The above objectives were achieved by collecting data and analysing the information by way of surveys to serving members of Gwent police. Gathering the information in this manner was chosen to ensure a larger sample of respondents in order to increase the accuracy of results.  These objectives were compiled following the review of existing literature. The existing literature highlighted a gap in research with many forms of secondary data being available from outside of the United Kingdom. The available studies offered suggestion as to why officers become victims of assaults due the presence of BWC. There were many conflicting studies and theories available that further provided the need for additional research to be conducted. It is obvious that there are many factors that contribute to the likelihood of police officers being victims of assault, but the validity of these claims is unknown. 


-Main findings 
The main findings of the data available from primary research conducted is that a large proportion of officers have been, at some point of their service, a victim of assault whilst on duty. There are suggested reasons as to why this has happened. Many assaults upon police officers have not been reported and the main factor for this is due to the injury sustained to the officer by means of the assault. Other factors that effect the reporting is available evidence to the assault, and complications surrounding prosecuting for the offence. One of the perceptions that BWC was introduced is to increase the accurate evidence available (D Cowan, 2021). The available evidence that BWC offers is agreed and documented by respondents of the survey. Although there is agreement and recognition that BWC is capturing the evidence, there are still unreported incidents and increased assaults. 
Other theories by Ariel et al suggested that the activation of BWC effects officers behaviour, and in turn reduces use of force due to officers being overly cautious of their actions and less likely to use force (Ariel et al, 2018). This theory states that being less likely to use force increases risk of assault (Ariel et al, 2018). Due to this theory, research questions examined officer’s behaviour when BWC is activated and their thoughts on use of force. A large majority stated that BWC aids in the justification of their force used, however it is noted that officers disagreed that they are likely to use force when BWC is activated, there was no explanation offered as to why.  In addition, the majority of officers then state that BWC does not effect their decision making, but subconsciously officers are less likely to use force.
All officers state either BWC has no effect on, or improves, officers safety. No responding officer stated BWC decreases their safety. In contrast to this an interesting point raised, is that the activation of BWC can provoke escalation of behaviour in offenders and subjects due to the BWC making a noise, or the officers movements to activate the camera. This is described by many officers that the subject ‘knew something was about to happen’ in turn creating a reaction. It is unknown if this reaction has then incited an assault but offender’s behaviour is said to escalate due to such activation. Another major contributing factor that effects reporting of incidents is the fact if another colleague is present or not. This theme occurred throughout the survey where officers stated if a colleague was present the likelihood of reporting an incident would increase. The reasons for reporting incidents is important to understand in order to establish how many unreported incidents of assault are taking. Understanding these reasons would back up claims that available data is likely to be an underestimate of the true representation of total number of assaults, as many officers view assaults as part of the job and do not report such instances (ONS, 2020). 

Aims & Objectives
This research has answered the outlined aims and objectives set out. 
· The data collated suggest that activation of BWC can entice reactions from subjects in a negative manner increasing hostile behaviour. 
· The evidence available does affect the likelihood of officers reporting assaults. The fct BWC is used is identified as a valuable tool for gathering evidence, however one of the main factors to reporting an assault is injury sustained by the officer. 
· The officers who use BWC raise points that they are less likely to use force when BWC is present and activated, however feel more comfortable justifying force used when captured by the equipment. Officers also refer to feeling more pressured to make decisions when BWC is activated, it is again unknown if BWC influences the decision making however officers are feeling more conscious when being filmed. 



Overall there are many available studies outlining reasons for officers becoming victims of assault. Suggestion is made that BWC being present increases this likelihood. The research conducted raises interesting points, however also contradicts claims and is even present in this research. An example is that officers state BWC does not decrease their safety, the same respondents then state activation of BWC has escalated an offender’s behaviour in a situation. It could be argued activation of BWC decreases safety due to this. The data accumulated has highlighted areas that can be further researched to develop greater understanding surrounding BWC and assault rates. Evidence shows that the effects BWC has upon factors relating to assaults upon officers is a very complex phenomenon. The research shows that BWC is an asset to officers by gathering available evidence at incidents but assaults rates are increasing and many are remaining unreported and unprosecuted. If BWC is capturing evidence, questions and research need to be developed as to why BWC is not deterring assaults and why are unreported incidents so common. 


Limitations of the study 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The sample for this study is populated from serving members within Gwent police due to having easily accessible channels to distribute and receive data. This is recognised as a limitation as the above statistics regarding the assault rates on officers is nationwide, the sample does not explore the opinions and views of officers in other constabularies.  A different or vaster sample group may have returned varied results as other areas may have different policies and procedures when using BWC. 
A further limitation that is recognised is due to ethical considerations this research does not take into the consideration the views of offenders or subject. Members of the public have also not been addressed as this line of research is aimed at serving police officers. The publics and offenders perception of the cameras may offer valid reasons and opinions as to why officers are likely to be assaulted. 
Whilst surveys were conducted as quantitative data collection, upon reflection after analysing data, there are identifiable questions that would have benefitted from interview of officers.  Interview style questions would have allowed opportunity to probe further and allow justification for answers given surrounding topics. This type of research would be useful when ascertaining certain answers as when analysing data, answers were given that would have benefitted from additional follow on prompts. 




  

