Policing Wales Assignment 1 – Dan Phillips 2305529
Case Study on the Effect of the Miners' Strike relationship with Police and Welsh Communities
[bookmark: _Int_m20RIspS][bookmark: _Int_jJj6oGi0]The UK miners' strike of 1984–1985 was a turning point in the country's labour history, having a big effect on Welsh communities and police-community relations. There were violent clashes between miners and the police in Wales during the strike, which was a reaction to planned pit closures and widespread job losses. During protests, the police were expected to keep the peace, instead there were claims of assault and police brutality. During this eventful time, the tensions surrounding these incidents drastically altered the dynamics between the mining communities, the police, and Wales's larger political environment. One major effect of the miners' strike was the notable change in frontline policing that responded to protests. When facing the picket lines and being met with violence the police were far more likely to use force and use tactics that had not been seen being used by police officers in Wales before. The implementation of these new tactics is displayed in, (Buckley, 2015). From this research it can be inferred that this change in policing would mean that there would be further hostility. This further hostility would have a detrimental effect on the relationships between the police and Welsh communities. (Bangor University, 2024), suggests that the miners' strike paved the way for Wales subsequent devolution in 1998. This is since Welsh communities felt that the Conservative government did not have Wales’s interest at heart when deciding to close coal pits in 1984. This bitterness is still felt today by some Welsh communities with a deep-rooted mining history, (BBC News, 2013). This article supports the concept that the miners' strike greatly affected Welsh communities. After the miners' strike there was further mistrust and lack of confidence in the police from Welsh communities. This mistrust and lack of confidence not only stemmed from the belief that the police represented the conservative government but from the appealing treatment of those taking part in protests. An example of this violence displayed by police was seen in England in the ‘Battle of Orgreave’. (Waddington, 2017). This paper supports the notion that a number of the police officers involved in the miner's strikes were unnecessarily violent. The effect that this would have on communities would be significant as they would begin to fear the police instead of viewing them as public servants. The miners strike in Wales undoubtedly produced a lasting sense of injustice and animosity that damaged community cohesion for years. However, the picket lines and protests finally brought attention to more general concerns about divides between classes and the government's disrespect towards working-class communities, especially those in Wales. From this it is no surprise that many South Wales communities were in favour of devolution in 1998. The effect that this strike had on the public perception of the police is also significant. Welsh communities no longer felt that the police were serving them and instead represented a government that didn't have Wales's best interests at heart.

















Evaluation on Key Priorities in Welsh Police Forces
Welsh police forces work in a specific political environment that is influenced by the country's unique cultural identity and local demands. Wales has different demands than England. Maintaining public trust, preventing crime, and addressing community safety concerns are among Welsh policing's top responsibilities. Strengthening bonds with local communities, combating serious organised crime, and resolving the difficulties presented by both urban and rural policing are frequently challenging. Welsh forces also have a strong belief of working together with other public services, especially in the areas of social care and mental health. The priorities that set Welsh policing apart from other UK forces are further reflected in the addition of Welsh language services and the need to address crimes that are far more common in Wales. (South Wales Police, 2025) shows that to be able to strengthen bonds within communities, neighbourhood policing must be a key priority for Welsh police forces. The importance of neighbourhood policing comes from its capability to strengthen bonds between the police and the communities they serve. To solve crimes and maintain community safety, officers must earn and maintain trust and confidence through their regular interactions with people in the community. (Brunson and Weitzer, 2009) supports this. This study infers that, trusting and having confidence with communities is essential to effective policing, and neighbourhood policing is one strategy to strengthen this bond by making the police appear more friendly and approachable. However, although this must be a key priority for Welsh forces, it takes a lot of resources, such as staff, training, and support facilities to implement neighbourhood policing successfully. Financial constraints are a widespread problem for police forces, which could make attempts at effective neighbourhood policing less successful. Budget cuts in the UK have resulted in a decreased focus on neighbourhood policing, (UNISON, 2014). Some forces have been shown to reallocate officers to more frontline positions like response. Welsh forces, however, have shown that neighbourhood policing is a continued top priority by continuing to recruit more police community support officers despite budget limitations. Another key priority across Wales is to tackle violence against women and girls, (South Wales PCC, 2019). This being a key priority for Welsh police forces is further supported in, (South Wales Police, 2024). This article informs that police chiefs are pushing for a whole-system strategy; that unites government departments, industry, and criminal justice partners in a modern approach aimed at reducing the incidence and effect of violence against women and girls. As a key priority, addressing violence against women and girls can result in an improved level of community policing due to more engagement between local communities and the police. One of the most important ways to combat violence against women and girls is through community involvement, (Women's Aid, 2020). Additionally, according to this source, police forces that prioritise addressing violence against women and girls are more likely to form partnerships with community organisations and non-government organisations, therefore establishing a support system that victims can access. While there are many benefits to making violence against women and girls a key priority for Welsh police forces, there are also several disadvantages and difficulties that may result from this concentration on the issue. While the aim from forces to tackle violence against women and girls aims to encourage victims to report their experiences, it cannot deal with the broader issue of victims being hesitant to report the crimes they have suffered. Shockingly, one study found that 70% of domestic violence crimes are not reported. (Gurm et al, 2020). From this source it can be inferred that although it would be advantageous making tackling violence against women and girls a key priority, it is not enough to effectively deal with the issue of underreporting at hand. (North Wales PCC, 2025), shows that dealing with serious and organised crime is a key priority for North Wales Police. This article infers that serious and organised crime can negatively impact every area and that organised crime groups will target the weakest members of society, destroying their lives, impacting communities and hurting North Wales’s economy. The impact that serious organised crime groups can have on local communities are further detailed in, (Crocker et al, 2017). Making the deterrence of serious and organised crime a priority is required in North Wales as the presence of county lines networks is significant. (North Wales Police, 2024). One major advantage of prioritising the disruption of organised crime is the significant economic benefit. Serious and organised crime has a significant financial impact on local communities. Fraud, money laundering, and drug trafficking are examples of serious and organised crime operations that frequently destroy communities and local businesses. According to, (Home Office, 2023), serious and organised crime costs the UK economy £47 billion a year, with local communities bearing a large share of this expense. It can be inferred from this that, North Wales Police may be able to lower these expenses by prioritising serious and organised crime, which would have long-term benefits for Wales's local companies and public services. Although public safety and the economy will benefit from serious and organised crime being made a key priority. When serious and organised crime groups are dismantled or disrupted, the illegal activities may simply be displaced to other areas or regions, rather than eliminated. (Felson, 2002). This can result in a shifting of crime rather than its reduction, therefore passing on the problem to a neighbouring force. To conclude, it is essential that Welsh police forces have the current key priorities, that are suitable for the people and the political climate of Wales. There are many issues and crimes that deserve to be in the spotlight and have more resources allocated to dealing with the problems that arise. However, there are only so many key priorities that police forces can put a major focus on at any given time. Domestic violence against women and girls is a major problem in Wales so it was only fitting that it became a key priority. This is also the case for community and neighbourhood policing as it was seen as a priority, by police and crime commissioners, to strengthen bonds between the police and communities.









Is there a need for one police force in Wales?
There has been continuous discussion on whether Wales should have a single, united police force. Creating one single police force would improve effectiveness and save resources. One force might guarantee consistency in policing throughout Wales and save administrative costs. Local police forces in the current system, however, are better suited to handle regional issues, maintain connections with the community, and adjust to the specific challenges that various regions of Wales face. This essay will evaluate whether there should be one single police force in Wales or if the current system is better suited for the needs and the Welsh people. A single unified police force in Wales would allow the police to better address a community's specific needs. (Foulkes and Ackland, 2024), reaffirms that respondents to research feel that a Welsh police force, independent from the United Kingdom's Home Office, would be able to respond to Welsh communities and their needs far more effectively. This is a strong argument in favour of there being one single police force in Wales. This is due to the concept that, Welsh people feel that Westminster bases its decisions, of Wales, on the objectives of other parts of the United Kingdom therefore treating Wales as insignificant (Yes Cymru, 2024). On the other hand, one possible drawback of Wales having a single, unified police force would be that it would get more and more complicated to manage and supervise a single police force nationally. This is due to the notion that a national force may find it difficult to carry out successful policies across communities with varying demands, which makes managing a force difficult (Bowling, Reiner and Sheptycki, 2019). Regional differences in crime or social issues might not be addressed by a universal policing strategy. For example, the needs that the Welsh valleys have would be different to those that West Wales would require. This disparity infers that although a single unified police force may serve Wales better for the long term, universal policies across a single Welsh force would not be suitable due to the different diverse communities and their needs. These different needs are also highlighted in the type of crime that is present in communities. Wales’s policing requirements vary considerably, especially in rural locations where crime trends vary greatly from those in urban areas. It may be challenging for a single Welsh police force to successfully handle these differences in crime between regions. A nationwide police force might result in a lack of experience in dealing with the various kinds of crimes that are common in Wales, including those involving wildlife, agriculture, and rural communities, (Loader and Sparks, 2011). In summary, although Wales would benefit greatly from having a single unified force, the disparities between Welsh regions would make this extremely difficult. A nationwide force in Wales would serve Welsh communities and their needs better however, as decisions would be based on the needs of Wales rather than the rest of the United Kingdom. This would also mean that a single Welsh force could implement changes as they see fit, instead of going through the UK home office. This further supports the notion that a single Welsh force would be able to respond to the needs of Welsh communities far more effectively. From evaluation of this topic however it is clear that the current system in place with 4 forces serving Wales is currently effective.
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