How does Homer represent heroes in the ‘Iliad’ and how do they compare to the most renowned character of the works, Achilles?

Abstract:
The purpose of this paper is to identify key features of individual heroes within the ‘Iliad’ and note how they compare to the main hero, Achilles. The representation of heroes can be somewhat standardised, however on the other hand their main features are also greatly individualised which makes them distinguishable. Another point that will be explored that within the ‘Iliad’ there are numerous factors that contribute towards the ideal model of a hero, all of which combine to create the archetypal figures that are recognisable today. These comparisons shall be heavily weighed against the mythical character of Achilles with modern scholarship providing insight as to whether it is appropriate to define characters such as Achilles with the title of a hero and how others may compare to him with an in depth analysis of the standard a hero may or may not pertain to. The overall objective of this paper is to determine what purpose it serves to heroes in such a manner within ancient Greek mythology and also argue why other heroes such as Hector and Ajax differ or relate to Achilles under the same scrutiny, whilst also observing what the purpose for such epic tales could have for people in the ancient world.

Structure:
Introduction –
· A very brief overview of Homer’s the ‘Iliad’
· Highlight distinguishing features of a hero in myths
· My own opinion on the representation of major heroes and how they are significant to the ancient Greeks
· Refer to modern scholarship and highlight the overall argument of the paper
Section One – Ancient Literature in comparison
· Homer and his characters as heroes, Hector, Ajax, Achilles, Odysseus etc.
· How are they portrayed – strengths, weaknesses, similarities and differences
· Other ancient sources that contain heroes in myth
- Do they show consistent similarity between traits of heroes?
· The link between heroes and what gives them the title
Section Two – Achilles
· Analysis of character
· Reference to modern scholarship and their opinions
· Is it fair to argue that he is the greatest of heroes?
· His achievements, does he deserve the title of a hero?
· The representation of a hero, strengths/weaknesses
Section Three – Other Heroes
· Patroklos, Odysseus, Nestor, Agamemnon, Antilochos, Menelaos, Ajax Aeneus, Paris
· What can be said about these characters, are they arguably heroes?
· How are they represented by Homer?
· Distinguishing traits and how they compare to Achilles
· Opinions of modern scholarship
Section Four – Purpose
· Surmise the purpose for portraying heroes in Greek myth in such a way, despite the fact that they might not be considered heroes in the way that we understand them by modern terms
· Refer to modern scholarship with this question in mind, why does Homer write the heroes of the ‘Iliad’, and even other authors in other works, with their flaws?
· Such as: Pride, arrogance, weakness, infidelity, dishonour etc.
· What purpose do these heroes have for ancient Greeks?
Conclusion –
· Conclude ways in which Homer represents heroes in the ‘Iliad’, paying particular attention to their similarities and how they compare to Achilles
· Relate the reasons for which these heroes are used in ancient literature and what the purpose was to portray them in such manner
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