Presentation Notes

The men behind the shining
“A terrifying prospect to realize all the books there are in the world that you’re never going to read”
· Stanley Kubrick
[bookmark: _GoBack]While Stephen King hated the movie, he did admit visually it was stunning he described the movie as “a fancy car with no engine”
Stephen King doesn’t understand why people find the movie scary.
Kubrick acquired many books on the supernatural to find something to make a film on because. 
If Kubrick didn’t like the first few pages of the book he would throw it at the wall in his office. 
He eventually stopped throwing books at the wall when he came to the Shining.






Kubrick’s Vision
Stanley Kubrick passed on directing the Exorcist.
Kubrick stated “He wanted to make the greatest horror movie of all time”
What is important to the Shining is its inevitability of something bad will happen.
Within the first few minutes of the film it doesn’t try to hide the fact that jack is a danger with the story of Jack getting angry and hurting Danny’s arm. Kubrick wanted to give the audience every reason not to like Jacks character.
To make sure Jack Nicholson was in the right agitated mood he was only fed cheese sandwiches for two weeks. He hates cheese sandwiches.  
Kubrick also uses visual hints to suggest the danger that will happen. Like the knives being placed above Danny’s head. 
The script to the shining kept changing nearly all the time during shooting the movie. In the end Jack Nicholson would only read the new pages given to him on the day.
Isolation
When the family get to the hotel Jack stops spending time with Wendy and Jack, which leads to his insanity, he chooses to do everything by himself and when Wendy reaches out to him he pushes her away.
Kubrick creates the feeling of isolation by keeping Wendy and Jack apart, rarely being scene in the same frame. 
Even in conversation they are not seen together in the same frame. 

Tension
When the family get to the hotel we get to see their daily lives.
Watching Jack distance himself from his family.
With the use of a steady cam which is often low to the ground giving a gliding effect, it creates the feeling that something is always watching.
The longer the scene can hold the more suspenseful it becomes.


Kubrick’s secret symbolism
If you look closely and pay attention Kubrick put in the hidden theme of the repressed history of Native American genocide. 
Indian artwork appears throughout the movie in wall hangings, carpets, architectural details.  
Or you could so how American history overlooks atrocities done to the Native Americans. 
So the haunting of the hotel could be the manifestation of the suppressed violence.  
 It’s mentioned in the movie by Stuart Ullman when he tells Wendy that the Hotel is located on an Indian burial ground and “May of had to repel a few attacks when building it”. This isn’t mentioned in Kings Book.







Perspective
The Movie hinges on perspective which is kept ambiguous on purpose to make the logic of what is going on in the film near impossible to make out, Sometimes seeing things through the eyes of the characters. 
It’s not until Lloyd unlocks the pantry and lets Jack out that its physical interaction with the ghosts.
The steady cam shots of Danny suggest someone or something is watching him, such as the evil ghosts in the hotel. Makes this scene much more disturbing doesn’t it?
Ambiguity 
Throughout the entire film the audience is never given any answers to anything, not even what shining is other than what Dick Hallorann describes it as a way to communicate, or even if the hotel has any dark supernatural powers. 
The way Kubrick made this film hides its true message, some people interpret it as Danny trying to rationalise his abusive father with the supernatural, or how history is always doomed to repeat itself like how at the start of the film we are told the old care taker went crazy and killed his family which is what happens to Jack, going crazy and trying to murder his family, like how violence manifests itself into different area.
Or the ending of the movie, Jack in the photograph, left open to interpretation, while I take it as Jack has now become part of the hotel, he died there and now he is another violent story of the hotel.
Or as Kubrick describes the movie “it’s about a family going crazy together

Music
The music was created by Wendy Carlos and Rachel Elkind, the sound track was made from using a analog synthesiser keyboard as the main instrument, using this they managed to create an unnatural atmosphere throughout the movie. 

