








Peer review and reflection














Reflection of learning gained.
	This is my reflection of designing my curriculum using Gibbs (1988) reflective cycle, we were tasked with designing a curriculum of our own choosing so we had a look into the dynamics and intricacies involved in the process, for my curriculum I choose ‘teaching neurodivergence in post 16 education’, which would look at the different technologies, learning styles, teaching strategies and characteristics that apply to students with neurodivergence.
	Studying neurodivergence has taken precedence over my university learning including my psychology degree, which was the reason that I chose this as my theme for the curriculum, after considerable research, there is limited research and courses of this nature that look at the digital teaching aids and teaching and learning strategies that can be employed to gain the best outcome for students with neurodivergence most courses only rely on the characteristics of the neurodivergent disorders and trainee teachers are then expected to understand the best way to teach these students, where this is good and is part of my curriculum it is not always understood what available aids in teaching there are to be able to sufficiently teach students.
	Inclusion has become a major point in post 16 education and both universities and colleges seek to make their institutions inclusive to all, I tried to incorporate lectures that would benefit all students, meaning that the lectures for the student teachers would give them the ability to look at their lectures and the planning of their lectures in a way that would incorporate all students instead of sacrificing some elements inclusive teaching in favour of others. A lot was gained from designing this curriculum I got to research the different technology that was available for neurodiverse students which do not affect the learning of atypical students.
	It was interesting to look at the little changes that can be made to my own teaching that will make my own teaching journey more inclusive moving forward, having previously only looked at autism spectrum disorder (ASD), it was very beneficial to me to look at the other neurodivergent disorders, dyslexia , dyspraxia and ADHD just some that are outlined in the curriculum that are prevalent in the post 16 student population.
	We where tasked with giving peer review feedback and receive feedback from our peers I felt mixed emotions with this as this was my first time giving this type of feedback and felt a little apprehensive due to the fact that i had spent a lot of time with people we where asked to give feedback to, upon looking at the feedback I got the feedback I gave was very limited in comparison, due to possible the reasons I gave above and not wanting anyone to think they done bad this will be something that I will look into in the future when giving feedback on students work.
	There were 3 lots of feedback given anonymously as part of the curriculum we designed by 3 students in the peer group that sought to look at specific aspects they were, justification, aims and objectives, structure, professional standards, schemes of work and any further comments that they would like to add. In the first feedback given it clearly showed that there was an understanding of what the curriculum was intended for commenting on the structure being suitable for the intended audience which was the outcome that I wanted to gain from the curriculum.
	The Feedback on the justification was that it was appropriately justified for the student teachers that it was intended for and would benefit the trainee teachers in their placement this was stated ‘there is a clear justification for the proposed curriculum’ also ‘justifying its importance and advantage to the PCET programme’ and ‘the author highlighted the need for the curriculum well’. The feedback from the aims and objectives where that it covered all aspects of the curriculum this was the same over the 3 lots of feedback, however it was stated that the outcomes of the lectures where more detailed than the aims something that I will endeavour to look at more closely in the future.
	The feedback relating to the structure of the curriculum the feedback was positive in nature for them all and showed that my idea for the curriculum and the ideas that I was trying to get across this was shown in the comments that where made such as ‘students able to develop their knowledge’, ‘students will be able to put their knowledge into practice’ an interesting bit of feedback was given on the recommended reading list that it was good that I had given a description of what the books where about which would aid the reader in understanding the rationale behind the choice of reading material.
	The professional standards and benchmark statement feedback was also of a positive nature and followed the same pattern whereby it was commented that they were appropriately aligned with the curriculum and that there was ‘good expansion on each point’ and ‘very good links to professional standards.’ Personally, I struggled to gain the understanding of the professional standards and linking them to the curriculum until reading through them thoroughly.
	With regards to the scheme of work all 3 sets of feedback on this where positive outlining that the scheme was ‘very detailed’, ‘well designed’ and ‘clear understanding and passion for the subject’, notable one comment was that the teaching resources were quite light considering the content, this was done so that it will give the student teachers more autonomy over their learning and afford them more opportunity to research the necessary resources to teach neurodivergent students, however upon reading the comment it will push me to find a happy medium of information and resources to add to my scheme of work.
	Other comments that where made have filled me with the confidence that I am capable of designing and conducting my own curriculum and that the curriculum that I have designed has a real purpose and place in the PCET and post 16 education, feedback was given about identifying the key areas in which current training in this area is lacking, other comments where made that it afforded more opportunity for formative assessment during the module lectures. A couple of points brought up within the extra comments was the formatting issue it was stated that in some sections it was difficult to read due to long sentences and this is something that I will endeavour to take on board when conducting future curriculum design.        
	Designing the curriculum gave me valued experience in the intricacies of teaching and designing something that I think would be a great add to making post 16 education inclusive, the peer feedback gave me good insight into the areas that I need to improve on and my ability to design a curriculum for trainee teachers, giving feed back to my peers showed me that I need to be more open minded and critical in my approach to feedback of others work, it also gave me a good start on appreciating other peoples stand point and attitude to teaching in post 16, it has afforded me the opportunity to gain reflection from other people rather than a reflection of myself, I do feel that some of the feedback was given in respect of the reasons I have previously stated when looking at the curriculums of my peers I found there was aspects of my own curriculum that could have been presented and more thoroughly examined.
	I came to the conclusion after conducting this assignment of the benefits of peer-to-peer feedback something that I had original not thought of moving forward I will look to gain more peer to peer feedback and feedback from the students that I will teach which will be of equal importance and value, I will strategize around the feedback that I am given.
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The curriculums that I reviewed where 
1. Curriculum number 4: first aid implementation
2. Curriculum number 8: practical numeracy, cultural awareness, financial literacy and organizational communication.
3. Curriculum number 13: still life: oil painting introduction.


Appendices 
Feedback forms
Appendix 1
Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 4

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
There is good rationale and justification to this curriculum, it identifies the need for it and would be a great addition to teacher training as outlined. 








The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The aims and objectives are clear and are suitable to the demographic group it is aimed for with defibrillators being put in a lot of different areas the need to know how to operate them is important. 







The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
There is a clear structure that identifies the major parts of first aid which starts from minor to major instances.







Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
The professional standards are well thought out and a good explanation of what they are is present.










Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
Good scheme of work showed a very good breakdown of the days and what will be gained from each task.










Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Really think this is an important aspect and would be ideal for trainee teachers in the case of an emergency as it is a possibility in teaching environments.











Appendix 2
Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 8

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
There is clear justification for the curriculum and clear identification of when the curriculum should be taught.








The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
Aims and objectives are outlined in the lesson plans and are clear and concise as to what they wish to achieve.







The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The structure is well laid out and shows a clear progression in the lessons. The powerpoint has plenty of information to give students the appropriate starting point and knowledge base in which to work from.







Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
Benchmark statements and professional standards where adequately aligned to the curriculum, where also clearly outlined within lesson plans.










Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	Very good clear pathway through the curriculum very well outlined and explained in a clear and easy to read way. 











Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Good curriculum to have at year 12 as students develop and move away from being financially dependent to becoming more independent.












Appendix 3
Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
There is a very clear justification and would be ideal for someone with a bit of knowledge and drive for art. Good identification of secondary schools who take a more digital approach to art currently.








The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The aims and objectives are clear and concise for someone with a artistic nature.







The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
There is a clear pathway of development within the structure of the lessons from the start to finish.







Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	Professional standards are evident in the design of the curriculum however they are not visible, save for a section under quality assurance











Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The scheme of work is clear and concise and outlines in detail what is expected and what students will gain from each lesson conducted.










Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
I thoroughly enjoyed reading this curriculum I especially liked the fact that you used the Welsh language alternative which I think Is highly important in Wales.









	
  	
