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Umum Al Balwā (458 words)

Umum Al Balwā represents a religious principle based on the fact that some events, acts, values or rules are so widespread in the community that they become a norm among people even if they are not allowed by Islamic law. This principle has been established by fundamentalist scholars (Usūliyīn) in order to remove the coercion and duress on the community basing this principle on several Quranic verses (S.23,V.78 ; S.5,V.119) which allow to facilitate to people in case of difficulty. This principle also include the disseminated evil that can not be avoided by people. The principle of Umum Al Balwā is mainly used in the case of real curbs (Darūra) even if it not applied on all the Islamic community (Ummah) or on the case of needing (Hāja) if it is generalized to all the community or to a major part of it. Al-Bahsin talked about four conditions in order to accomplish Umum Al Balwā:
- The cause of the curb must be a cause which is difficult to get rid of it.
- This cause is mandatory for the believer in order to achieve a halāl act.
[bookmark: _GoBack]- This cause shall be generic and not applied to a specific person or group of persons
- This cause shall not belie a clear Islamic rule or principle.
Umum Al Balwā was present in the first Islamic books of jurisdiction (Fiqh). For instance, the general rule claims that clothes with bloods are not allowed during the prayer, then this rule has been then lightened by considering only bloodstains with a diameter over than one dirham. Another example can be provided with birds poops on mosques which have been tolerated by scholars and not considered as impurities.
In modern exemples, Umum Al Balwā is applied on people using banking account which deal with interest in countries where Islamic finance is not developed. Even if these Muslims do no touch to interest or deal with it, the money that they put in their banking account will be used in the interbank market with interest rates by banks. As banking account is mandatory in some countries in order to receive his salary, scholars allowed Muslims to open banking account using the rule of Umum Al Balwā. The same rule is used for car insurances, they are technically not allowed by the Shari’a as the risk selling is prohibited by Islam, however, contracting a risk insurance is mandatory in order to own a car in many countries. In this case, scholars allowed Muslim people to buy insurance contracts. 
If the four mentioned conditions were respected during last centuries, scholars tend to gloss over the last one in order to facilitate Muslims every day life and to make Shari’a compliant with their way of life.
(Y. EL ADLY)
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