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The two resources that I have selected are ones which I have seen in use by others and had the opportunity to try myself. The first resource is an app called ‘HelloChinese’ which is free on both Google Play and the App Store. It is designed for those who are complete beginners to the Chinese language and employs a more fun and relaxed approach to learning. My second resource is the series of HSK standard course workbooks. They come in multiple levels and are in line with the HSK tests provided by the Chinese government for Chinese literacy testing. I am specifically looking at the set of level 1 books as they are the ones that I would be employing at my present level of study.
	‘HelloChinese’ starts off by teaching the user a few basic words and then stringing them together into sentences with proper grammar. There are multiple different exercises used for the teaching of sentence structure including having the user directly translate a sentence into Chinese and type it out themselves and having the user build a specific sentence from a series of blocks provided that have Chinese words on them. The app also teaches the user how to write the character for each of the words taught through having the user trace the character’s strokes in the correct order until the user prompts the app that they are ready to attempt drawing it without the guide. Each ‘level’ in the app is only 15 minutes long and the user is supposed to complete a level a day. I really enjoy the teaching style of this app and the speaking and listening exercises where the app will have the user listen to a pre-recorded sentence and then have the user translate it into English, or have the user say the sentence. I think that this is a method of learning Chinese that I could continue using throughout the year no matter where I am or what I am doing.
	The HSK1 books take a more standardized classroom approach to teaching with written exercises and memorization. Another big difference it has form ‘HelloChinese’ is that it assumes that you are in a classroom environment whilst using these books, and thus able to work with a partner or have group discussions. Each chapter seems to follow a pattern of matching words to pictures, reading a few short conversations using the new vocabulary introduced, a few written exercises, some group studying/roleplaying discussions, some pronunciation and grammar, practice writing with proper stroke order, a few more group exercises, and then occasionally a little cultural fact about China that is relevant to the new vocabulary learnt in that chapter. I feel that the HSK books are much more well rounded than the ‘HelloChinese’ app is, but that they are for people looking for a much more intensive learning experience and who are prepared to be more serious about pursuing the Chinese language.
	I feel that both resources have their pros and cons. The ‘HelloChinese’ app is good for when you have a very busy day and don’t have time to sit down for a long period of time, for when you don’t have a group of people to practice with, or if you aren’t pursuing learning the language at a super accelerated rate. The HSK books are good for those who are more serious about learning Chinese and for when you wish to learn the language in a classroom or group setting. The HSK books also ensure that you are learning the appropriate material to take the HSK tests at a later point. I feel that using both the ‘HelloChinese’ app and the HSK books would be very complimentary to my Chinese language learning.
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