Attalus I Journal
By Ted Kimber

Introduction: 
In this journal I will be talking about the actions I took in the courts and society module, why I did so in game, the historical justification for why I felt justified in attempting these actions. It will be a mix of both in character perspective description for the purposes of describing my actions, and a more standard essay like paragraph that justifies my historical sources. 

Lecture 1
Upon hearing  of a large force  some 40,000 men under the command of the Seleucid king Seleucas III Kerounos being raised at Antioch to subdue the northern province, I sent envoys to the co-king of the Ptolemies the future Ptolemy  IV, requesting an alliance upon his ascension to the throne, and letting him know that the land of Seleucid Syria would be relatively unguarded if he was to raise an army and march upon it. I have also promised the hand of my eldest son Eumenes, to the Egyptian princess Berenice to cement the alliance.

Historically, Pergamon and Egypt enjoyed good relations due to there mutual enemy in the Seleucids, indeed, it due to the war fought between Antiochus I and Ptolemy II that the kingdom of Pergamon was able to become officially independent from the Seleucids, along with Eumenes I victory over the Seleucid king Antiochus in at Sardis in 261 BC.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Strab. 13.4.2] 

Ptolemy has revealed his plans to send 15,000 men to block the Cilician gates, the only truly viable route for the Seleucid army to take into Anatolian and Asia minor. This combined with 70,000 men invading Syria will relive the immediate threat to Pergamon.

To strengthen the Pergamese defences, and power projection capability I have tasked my second son, also known as Attalus, with the foundation of severely military Kleruoch across Pergamon, with eventual aim to be able to sustain a professional army of 40,000 men. I have made overtures to Cretan mercenaries, local tribes of Tralians, and some more friendly Galatian tribes for this purpose. To do this I have given my son Attalus a lump sum of 5000 talents, leaving our remaining treasury at 5000 talents.

Historically the Pergamese are well known to have utilised large mercenary forces especially Cretans as well as having strong relations with the local Tralian Thracians.[footnoteRef:2]  Eumenses II was also responsible for founding several new cities including Attalia, during his reign and the Pergamese army after this time became quite active force, regularly sending large amount sof troops away to help there Roman allies, mostly notably against the Galatians and during the 3rd Macedonian war. Even before then, Philateros the original, Attalid ruler of Pergamon did according Elizabeth Kosmetatou found one military colony, which was known as Philetaieia.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Willetts (2014) p246]  [3:  Kosmetattou, ed Erskine (2005) p161.] 

We also receive word that the eldest son of Seleukos III, prince Antiochus wishes to invade Parthia upon his ascension to the throne. 
We also receive words that the Seleucid cities in Syria have become aware of the Ptolemaic plan.  Ptolemy believes they could be swayed to support us, but I have my doubts, both about this and the overall effectiveness of the Ptolemies plan.

We also begin a slow mobilisation of our army and the training of our population as a militia, and I go on a diplomatic mission to the other cites of Asia minor to continue to support us, defect to us, or simply not to stand against us in the event of war with their nominal overlord the Seleucids. 

Historically, Pergamon acted more like a league whose nominally head was the king of Pergamon rather than a true kingdom in the sense that he Seleucid of Macedonian kingdoms were. we see from certain texts that Attalus I and Eumenes II often had to rely on either the good will of cities under there protection or military might.  Attalus in particular made it a particular point to thank Alexandria Troas, Ilium and Lampaksos for their continued support, and married a prominent noble woman of the city state of Kyzikos, who had a very long-standing alliance with Pergamon dating from when the Galatians attempted to besiege the city. 

Lecture 2
 
I embark on a further diplomatic mission to Rhodes, in hopes of securing alliance with them, and specifically the support of their fleet in the event of potential Macedonia of Seleucid invasion or aggression. This fails, and our relations are worsened as a result.  At the same time, I have sent my son, Attalus on a similar mission to pintos, with the same intention. This is also not successful, but our relations are not harmed in any way. I believe progress in this area can still be made.
Historically the Rhodians and the Pergamese maintained very strong relations, and were often united against both the Seleucids, and the Macedonian and in support of Rome. In fact, at the point where the Rhodians and the Pergamese requested roman aid in their war with Philip, the combined navies of both states had fought several battles against the Macedonia navy such as Lade and Chios their Macedonian foes.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Plb. 16.1-10] 

Although generally hostile to one another in history Pontus and Pergamon, as a result of the generally good relations Pontus had with the Kingdom of Bithynia, which was a consistent enemy of Pergamon especially during the reign of Attalus I and his Son Eumenes II often did have cordial relations and at least once were allied against the kingdom of Bithynia, then ruled by Prusias II.[footnoteRef:5] On top of that, historically Pontus and Pergamon and similar relations to the Galatian tribes of central Anatolia, which was normally hostile. [5:  Plb. 33.12] 

My reasoning for attempting obtaining the alliance with Pontus was firstly to minimize the potential threat to Pergamon posed by the Bithynian’s, and to attempt to secure friendly ports on the black sea in order to more reliably secure grain supplies for the kingdom, as in the event of the Ptolemies and who ever owns Byzantium being hostile to me, then access could be imperative to maintain our food supplies.
I also task my son Attalus with aiding me upon our return to Pergamon with drafting a treaty with the Macedonians, for aid against the Bithynian’s aid against the Bithynian’s, in return offering them free passage through our land, again to forestall any threat of Bithynian aggression, so that I can focus on extending my control south into Seleucid Asia minor.
Historically the Bythinians proved a major irritancy to the Attalids with Prusias I leading numerous campaigns against Pergmaon and other cities in the area notably Cierus which was renamed to Prusias after the Bythinian King, and Hereklia Pontica.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Memnon, 19.1] 


At this time, I send my son Eumenes to be married to the Ptolemaic princess Berenike, sister of the New king Ptolemy IV, in fulfilment of the marriage contract previously agreed.
The treaty drafted by my son and I was rejected by the Macedonians, as they refuse to send troops to our aid in the event of Bithynian invasion.
I receive a letter from the Ptolemaic Satrap of Cilicia, Artemisia, which states that they would be willing to recognise me as there over lord over the Ptolemies of Egypt and believe that between us we could create a separate and powerful kingdom which stretches from Asia minor to Syria.  She has proposed a marriage alliance.
I am conflicted as to whether I should except this offer discreetly or should inform the Ptolemies of this.
A letter was received by my eldest son Eumenes, Ptolemy IV wishes to put him in command of the army which will advance to Syria. He will not be able to return to Pergamon for some time because of both this development and the wedding preparations.
After some deliberation with my son Attalus, I choose to discreetly accept the offer of a wedding pact with Artemisia of Cilicia and send my son Attalus to be wed to Artemisia. This will potentially become very useful as it will enable us to utilize the fleet of the Clinicians and their close relations with there pirates to conduct more efficient sieges of Ephesus and Miletus should the need arise.

Ptolemy III dies peacefully, making Ptolemy IV, his son, the independent Pharaoh of Egypt. This removes the one issue that was standing in the way of the wedding between my son Eumenes and Berenike becoming married. My son, Attalus, upon his return to Pergamon does express concern about this train of events. My son also starts a work of history detailing the recent years.
A Trade deal was reached between myself and the representatives of the merchants in Alexandria the capital of Ptolemaic Egypt, and an agreement was reached whereby we would trade Marble and stone for Timber and Food. Historically the major exports of Pergamon seem to be metal work and marble.
A treaty allowing trade with Macedon, specifically for their timber was rejected.
My son Eumenes returns to Pergamon to visit and to collect a dowry for Berenike. He then departs after a short stay for the wedding ceremony.
We then receive word that the Seleucid king has arrived at Tarsus and captured the city and is marching his army of 40,000 men into Asia Minor via the Cilician gates. The Cilician satrap and most of her entourage has taken refuge with us in Pergamon, where the will, for the moment be safe. 
Historically, the many Hellenistic kingdoms were willing to take in noble refugees to there court especially if the rulers thought they could be useful. The most obvious example is that of Antiochus III welcoming Hannibal into his court, since Hannibal was a very skilled general and had a passionate hatred of the romans, and Antiochus gave him command of the fleet in Asia Minor that was defeated by the Rhodians at the battle of Eurymedon.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Liv. 37 23] 

I have sent word to the Ptolemies, that he Seleucid army has moved and that there plans to block the Cilician gates has failed, and that the only thing that will rectify this situation saving both Pergamon and the Egyptian territories in Asia Minor would be a pre-emptive invasion of Syria by a Ptolemaic army lead by my son Eumenes.
Lecture 3
Eumenes informs me of his plan to try to usurp the Egyptian thrown form himself, as Ptolemy IV is not a popular king. This eventually fails, and my son is executed though not before my son get his wife, the sister of Berenike pregnant, she gives birth to a boy she names, Ptolemy Eumenes. Artemisia and Berenike, also inform me of a plot to smuggle the child out of Egypt to the Pergamese court. I intend to adopt the child as my own.
Historically, the Attalid family made extensive use of adoption. Philtaerus the progenitor of the Attalid dynasty was famously a eunuch who adopted his at least one of his nephews who became Eumenes I of Pergamon.[footnoteRef:8]  As well as this, the same Eumenes seems to have adopted his cousin or nephew, Attalus (who I was representing in this module).[footnoteRef:9] I also adopt a number of Cilicians that came with Artemisia, specifically the sisters of the Cilician priestess of Apollo, Nikeso to strengthen alliances with other kingdoms such as Armenia and Pontus. [8:  Strab. 13.4.1]  [9:  Hansen, (1971). p26] 

After the Death of my son, word reached me that the Galatians had been united under Ortiagon of the Tolistobogii something which greatly concerns me as I had claimed my kingships as a result of defeating the Galatians at the battle of the Caicus valley and refusing to pay them tribute. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Hansen (1971) p31, liv.38 16 ] 

Faced with the choice to either try to oppose the new Galatian kingdom or befriend it, I decided to contact Ortiagon, who seemed far more amenable to the Greek peoples that other Galatians and paid him 1000 talents to fight by my side and divided the kingdom of Bithynia between each other. Ortaigon accepted and this was the start of one of the strongest alliances developed by the kingdom of Pergamon, and the aid of the Galatians provided not only huge benefits in removing the Bithynian threat, but when the Seleucid king Alexander II invaded Pergamon, the Galatians along with the Macedonians became a major part of the reason why Alexander II was forced to retreat even after his victory at Magnesia.
Historically, although Pergamon did have mostly extremely hostile relations with some the Galatians, they were also very ready to use/ally with them for their own ends and have strong relations with them for example the Aegosagae were a tribe that aided Attalus I significantly in the historic war against Achaeus.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Plb. 5.77] 

Lecture 4
After hearing rumours of both a Macedonian and a Seleucid invasion being targeted at my kingdom,  I  managed to persuade the Macedonians that I would aid  them in helping fight a rebellion by Athens Sparta and several Cretan cities, in return for a  non- aggression pact, and also a secret deal that in the event of a war with the Seleucids, the Macedonians would come to our aid. The exact terms of the treaty draw up during the module, is very similarly to the historic treaty that was drawn up by the romans and the Aetolian league regarding the first Macedonian war. 
In the historical treaty, formed at the end of the first Macedonian War, the material loot would go to the Romans and the cities east of the island of Corcyra would become property of the Aetolian league.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Liv.26.24] 

 In the module Specifically, the loot would be divided between the Pergamese the Macedonians and the Galatians, and all territory would go to Pergamon with the exceptions of some of the coastal cities in Asia Minor whose ownership would be settle at a later date, we also recognised each other’s sphere of influence.

After my assassination this alliance proves extremely useful as it enables my successor Attalus II to rebuff the Seleucid empires aggression, to the extent that event though Alexander II is not confident of assaulting Pergamon even after winning a major Battle over the Macedonians.
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