Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
The research accumulated by everyone according to the Task 1 brief was indispensable to making our performance. The facts gave truth and conviction, the presentations kick-started creative processes and the variety of topics underpinned the content and structure. Task 2 allowed us to explore the reasons of why our piece was vital at this environmentally tumultuous time.  Plastic pollution has been affected by our culture, politics and society, but the solution lies in the unity of individuals changing the culture of our world.  
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world indeed it’s the only thing that ever has” Margaret Mead (The Institute for Intercultural Studies. 1999-2009)
We cleverly started in “The Classroom”; a familiar social construct recognisable to Primary School audiences. The learning objective was on the board, a visual nod at the Western culture which still prioritises rote learning; shown in the “Education” presentation delivered in the first week.  
We explored explaining the manufacturing processes through a mad scientist. This manifested as the school science teacher becoming a mad professor in Alice’s dream-like state. However, we prioritised the problem plastic is causing and the achievable solutions as opposed to the making of plastic. However, we effectively hinted at the manufacturing processes visually through the use if props.
The dream-like sequence began as an exploration into physically showing our obsolete society, pending plastic pollution. We eerily demonstrated the repetition of plastic consumption as bags, straws and bottles were discarded onto the stage. This sequence was tangible for the audience, successfully sparking their interest and stimulating their senses. This allowed them to be participators in the performance as opposed to bystanders.
Research into theatre companies aided us to see how complex issues can be made accessible for a young audience. A tool, inspired by “Theatre-Rites”, was making puppets out of trash and giving inanimate objects personalities:
“Recycled Rubbish is a joyful puppetry show for adults and children revealing the hidden delights in things that get thrown away. Upcycling, recycling and reusing... (Theatre-Rites, 26 August 2016)”
This allowed the children to process information in a thought-provoking manner, enabling them to see a problem and emote for themselves instead of being told how to feel. We achieved this well, however, despite our efforts to fine-tune the information I felt that these scenes were too convoluted with information. 
The main focus of our show was to empower the audience to be part of the solution. We formulated 6 key alliterative words to help: reduce, reuse, recycle, repair, rethink and refuse. In carefully embedding these into the play, children felt compassion, driving them to action. At Jenner Park Primary School, a child expressed their concern for Shelly’s Gran. It was fascinating that they were motivated by the characters loss and hurt, as opposed to the teachers and adults who were shocked by the astounding facts. 
I believe the most important scene in the play was “The Courtroom”. Taken from ideas formed in the UK and Global Politics presentation, with “Plastic” on trial against “Turtle”. In making the audience the jury it became a fantastic platform to involve them in both sides of a complex issue. This solidified the social, political and cultural points made previously through the play.  As stated in the Task 2 essay “Our piece will give them the knowledge, tools and passion to make a positive change”. I believe we were successful in this. We presented the information in a captivating manner, including the memorable “6 R’s” and stirred up their desire to help. Plastic pollution is a global problem, and they are urgently needed to be individually and corporately part of the solution. 
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