Kelsey Eady	History and Theory (M4X01975)	1802311
                                                        Architecture in my Hometown

Context and Historical background
[bookmark: _GoBack]Llandaff Cathedral is the first building to be chosen, with numerous historical facts being brought to the surface. The cathedral was founded in 1107 by Bishop Urban and built on an existing 6th-century monastic church established by St Dyfrig with construction beginning in 1120 in the medieval period (Ross.D.(N.D). DeAbergavenny made changes to the detail of the figure of the bishop, “By the Grace of God”. In Addition to the 1220 west front with statues of St Teilio. In the 13th century, 1266-1287 the lady chapel and chapter house were built by William de Braose. With the lady house replacing the rear end of the church, this then followed by 2 bays of the north choir being rebuilt (Wikipedia.N.D). the building was damaged by the great storm, therefore in 1724, john wood began on a new cathedral, that included Gothic and Romanesque styles (Coflein.2011) it had been damaged many a time but was always repaired including the ww2 hitting fixed by 1960, Owain Glyndwr Rebellion etc.
The Glamorgan Building was established in 1889, began construction in 1909 and completed around 1911. The building was formally opened in 1912, the building is an Edwardian Style hall, the building is 1910, classical facade, statuary, 5 bays of coupled Corinthian columns. Wings and lower wings with arched entrances. Included was 2 stone obelisks with bronze lamps and a balcony to the side overlooking a now carpark (Hill.J 2003). The building Architects are Vincent Harris and Thomas Anderson Moodie (Wikipedia.N.D). The building reflects its aesthetic with 2 groups of statues sculpted by Albert Hodge with one representing Navigation and the other representing Coal Mining, in addition, these statues were originally placed on top of the building, but the weight was an issue, therefore, had to be lowered (Hillings.J.2016).
Plan and Section
[image: Image result for llandaff cathedral][image: Image result for llandaff cathedral the lady chapel ceiling][image: Image result for floor plan for llandaff cathedral]In Llandaff cathedral the plans shown are ground floor with numerous areas within the cathedral including Teilio chapel, the Lady chapel, Dyfrig chapel the Nave and the choir. Personally I feel the plans work well with the layout of the building as the West door is located at the front of the building and a walking path leading to the end of the cathedral meaning as you walk through all chapel areas are visible, including the standing out of the choir and to each corner the Teilio and Dyfrig with the lady chapel at the back. Therefore, meaning you feel the full room size as you enter including the aesthetics and the way it was built, by visibly seeing the arch shape column in the. Centre of the room along with the gothic arch walkways to each side of the wall, observing each column hold the building and natural light forming from the large gothic stone window at the far end of the building. And rose windows from the lady chapel, in addition to columns that travel up to the roofing forming a rib style vault (Wikipedia. N.D)


[image: page8image1015106400][image: Image result for glamorgan building inside]I feel the Glamorgan building plans work well, as you are once again greeted with the whole site of the building once entered through the corridor, with the council chambers being the biggest site to visualize which is also visible from the corridor as if it’s trying to pull attention. The building includes numerous areas including committee rooms, student hubs, toilets, chambers, staircases etc. the sections from the outside include long columns to enhance the Edwardian style building also showing a sort of perpendicular style, the leading way in to the building also keeps to this by using a stone inside with additional statues to present the chambers.
[image: Image result for glamorgan building inside]Materials and Light
Llandaff cathedral kept their medieval originality to the building after reconstruction by continuing to use “primarily Somerset dundry stone” additionally Sutton stone, and blue lias for walls, personally I feel this keeps to the originality of the building also keeping the aesthetic look within its century with a traditional 12th-century image. The work after WW2 is primarily concrete, pennant sandstone and roofs are Welsh slate and lead therefore showing some sustainability by using locally sourced products (Wikipedia.N.D).
From observing the Glamorgan building the materials used to stand as concrete, in both the exterior of the building such as the columns and walls as well as the statues Minerva and Neptune again the qualities of the used material show the age of the building well as it visually looks as though it was built around the 1900s. the details on the statues are within the meaning of mining and navigation to remind us of Glamorgan’s wealth (Wikipedia.N.D). The interior such as the committee rooms include oak panels (Hill.J.2003), I feel this relates to a more 15th-century look to the design. (E.T. Webster.N. D) and the chambers also reflect the same material as the exterior of concrete.
Use
I feel as though Llandaff cathedral has a very successful layout as previously mentioned there is one path leading from the west entrance into the centre of the building therefore not needing signs of directions, as seen on the plan there are many public areas, furthermore, all areas are quiet areas. In addition, there are sections of the building designed to be more private than others such as the lady chapel being behind the main hall and Teilio and Dyfrig chapel being located on the sides of the main hall.
From observing this building, the layout is more complex, meaning that there is more to the building in comparison with Llandaff cathedral, such as the capacity and number of rooms within. Personally, I feel that without the correct sign of direction to the building meaning a clear instruction this could be an issue as other/ newcomers won’t be aware of the surrounding area. there is also security allocated to the premises allowing access, therefore, suggesting that it is a private building. The building does include quiet areas also such as the chambers, for discussions, in addition to a side exit and fire exit. The building was also not designed to occupy a wheelchair etc, therefore, having to be placed at the front bench of the chambers which may be an issue today. (Cardiff University. N.D)
Conclusion
Throughout researching I discovered and bettered my knowledge on numerous facts, history and the importance of the buildings surrounding my area, I feel as though I developed my understanding more on materials and types of historical buildings such as gothic, Edwardian and medieval. I feel this project helped me to understand floor plans better as I had to analyse my findings. I would target buildings of different century’s to better my historical knowledge more in the future. Additionally, the work has helped me to understand buildings differently and to also target certain designs and elements from the different centuries into my designs.
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