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Introduction 

Semiotics is the analysis of signs and symbols and how we, as humans can communicate effectively, without the use of language itself. This is especially important in the arts sector, as it influences the way on which we see art and the message that the artist may have been expressing at the time of their work.

This involves the signifier (the sign itself) and the signified (what the sign refers to). 

Figure 1 shows a well-known household weatherman by the name of Michael Fish. On the day of 15th October 1987, Michael Fish advised the public that there was a rumour of an approaching storm and reassured the masses, through BBC, that the storm wouldn’t amount to much and that there was no need to ‘batten down the hatches’ and prepare for this impending high wind. 
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Figure 1. 

Unfortunately, overnight that night, the UK was hit by an extratropical cyclone, with hurricane force winds as high as 115mph. An estimated cost of the damages was put at more than £1bn, with an estimation of 15 million trees lost that evening. Eighteen people in the UK lost their lives that night, before the storm then followed a trajectory over France. It is the only storm in my history (1973 to present) and the only storm since 1703, that has caused such widespread destruction. 

Many people were without power for several days and damage to roads and drainage caused many to have issues with water supply and sanitation. 




Denotation (Content) 

When I look at this image, I see a middle-aged man, presenting the weather forecast. His mouth is slightly curved, showing a reassuring smile. He is pointing towards the word ‘low’, which identifies low pressure in the weather forecast. He appears confident and professional in a suit and tie,

The image is also in black and white, with older style imagery and type fonts, indicating that this is an older photo. 

There is also a sexist undertone to the image, as during this era, there were no female weather forecasters and an understanding that men were to be taken seriously.

Connotation (Function)

The connotation of this image was, at the time, to minimize the anxiety of the public and also to show that there was nothing to fear. Because of his professional image the public expect that he has a full understanding and comprehension of the weather forecast and that he is qualified to deliver this. He also appears confident in his pose; therefore assumed, that the public should be confident in his message. 

This image (Figure 1) was made public after the storm and was on the front cover of all of the mainstream newspapers at the time. Therefore, this image has a sense of irony about it. 

Context

Unfortunately, following this broadcast by Michael Fish, that very evening, there was a catastrophic storm, that caused millions of pounds worth of damage and killed 18 people in the UK before killing a further 4 people in France. 

The Iconic Sign

The iconic sign is a man presenting the weather forecast. This image cannot be confused with any other person, or profession. Following this storm, Michael Fish himself became symbolic and this image became, and remains an indexical sign, more so on the irony of the whole situation. 

The Underlying Myth

Following the storms of 1987, it became apparent that Michael Fish 
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