
Presentation on Xenophanes



Who Was Xenophanes?

Lived c. 570 – 475 BCE in Colophon (Ionia, Asia Minor)

Exiled/traveled widely across Greek world due to Persian invasions

Poet first, philosopher second — wrote philosophical ideas in elegiac verse (meant to be performed)

One of the earliest critics of traditional Greek religion

Bridged the Milesian school (Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes) and later thinkers



And the clear truth no man has seen nor will anyone know concerning 
the gods and about all the things of which I speak; for even if he should 
actually manage to say what was indeed the case, nevertheless he 
himself does not know it; but belief is found over all’ (Sextus Empiricus, 
Against the Mathematicians). ‘There is one god, greatest among gods 
and men, similar to mortals neither in shape nor in thought.... But if cows 
and horses or lions had hands or could draw with their hands and make 
the things men can make, then horses would draw the forms of gods like 
horses, cows like cows, and they would make their bodies similar in 
shape to those which each had themselves’ (Clement, Miscellanies).



Xenophanes is not just saying “no one has seen God.” He’s saying that mortal 
minds are fundamentally limited. Even if a prophet had some kind of real 
encounter, they could not fully comprehend or reliably transmit the “clear 
truth” about an infinite, non-human-like God.

Xenophanes is not a full atheist. He believes there is one supreme God — but 
this God is utterly unlike humans in body or mind. Therefore, any claim that a 
human “saw” this God in a recognizable form is, by definition, suspect to him.



Xenophanes is saying Even if a person (a prophet, a poet, a philosopher) happens to speak the truth 
about the gods or reality, they still don’t actually know that what they’re saying is true. 

I disagree here.

Response would be Even if someone has a powerful experience, how can a limited human mind be 
sure it was the true God and not a vision, a dream, an angel, a hallucination, or even a lesser being 
pretending to be God?

I disagree with fulfilled prophecy and miracles. 

Xenophanes’ deepest point is not “no miracles can happen.” It’s that mortal minds are too limited to 
have clear, certain knowledge about the divine reality. 

Which i half agree with.



There is one God, greatest among gods

I disagree that a fully powerful singular god would create gods as those gods might get worshipped. A truly supreme, 
all-powerful God wouldn’t need or create lesser gods. But at his time he was attacking people around him such as his 
quote “Homer and Hesiod have attributed to the gods all sorts of things which are matters of reproach and censure 
among men: theft, adultery, and mutual deceit.”

neither in shape nor in thought

I agree God’s form cannot be of a human or comprehendible otherwise he wouldn't be God even gods knowledge which would have 
to be a eternal attribute of God or his speech we wouldn't be able to comprehend fully. Obviously we have knowledge and 
everything we know god will know so we share small parts of his attributes but on his level our minds cannot contain this. Even 
simple things like 2+2=4 god would have to know to be all knowing and therefor we know this as well so we will share this 
knowledge. 



Humans create gods in their own image with human bodies, human emotions, human flaws, and 
human appearances. This is not because that’s what God actually looks like, but because of 
self-centered bias. If other animals could draw or create art, they would do exactly the same thing 
make gods that look like them.

people across cultures have always made gods that look and act like them. It warns 
against assuming God shares our limitations, prejudices, or physical form. It supports 
the idea that the true God must be beyond human-like descriptions.


