Vikings ruled over various parts of Europe and Northwest Asia in the ninth to eleventh century, pillaging and raiding gold and silver while also capturing slaves in coastal monasteries to sell them in market towns. Their famous longboats allowed them to transverse stormy seas without getting shipwrecked, however, the long boats were not the only boats used. When trading, Scandinavians often used Knorrs, wider and smaller boats that could hold more weight and easily sail down rivers without running into banks. In these smaller boats, they would not just trade their treasures but also their own produce, such as pelts, fur, honey, wheat, and walrus ivory, harvested in the coastal villages of Norway or in farms across Scandinavia. Viking farms were often built on a slope to aid in drainage and prevent flooding as they were also coastal. Traditionally, Viking farms did not stay in the same place every time it was passed to a new generation; the farm would move one hundred meters to take advantage of the new farmland. It was not until the Christianisation of Europe and its imposing effects on Scandinavia that Vikings built stone Churches and walls (History.com Editors, 2009). 

[bookmark: _Int_FZjAndAo][bookmark: _Int_YV2uRnRF]On the eleventh of September, at the entrance of Årdal, adjacent to Årdalsfjorden, a local farmer Tårn Sigve Schmidt called in an archaeological survey of an area of land he wanted to convert into a tractor road. Field archaeologists Ola Tengesdal Lyre and Mari Krogstad Samuelsen, led by Volker Demuth and funded by the National Antiquities Agency, discovered that the area was built on a prosperous Viking farm containing multiple slave houses and an owner's house. They began to find a series of materials spanning “soapstone pots, rivets, knife blades and whetstones for sharpening tools” (Kommunikasjon.ntb.no(2024)), indicating inhabitants of a wealthy owner and slaves. More evidence to suggest how powerful the farm would have been was its placement, Årdalsfjorden was the “intel central of Norway” (holding strategic importance). The farm also sits at the entrance of Årdal, hailed as the gateway to Jotunheimen, rich in farmland and vast open rivers. Within this discovery, under the floorboards of a slave house, archaeologists thought they had found coiled copper wire, which is common in an agricultural context, however, instead they had found 4 silver bracelets. In the era, the farm had been dated to there were no silver mines in Norway, indicating that this must be Viking treasure. Yet, unlike many other finds of Viking treasure in agricultural land, this one was still in its original context having been buried just 20 cm under the surface. Archaeologists dug a block of dirt around the bracelets and sent it to the University of Stavanger for x-ray and analysis to test if there were any fragments of cloth that the bracelets may have been buried in, an opportunity they would not normally have. 

[bookmark: _Int_s7QUppyO][bookmark: _Int_lU3VlOKw]Current information on the bracelets is minimal due to their recency, however, there are possible connections between these and the Hjelmeland neck rings. These necklaces were found in 1796 on farm Sæbø and were thought to mark the owners' boundaries. These may have been buried as a closing to a ritual or sacrifice to Odin (Odin's Law), who had been depicted with neck rings. Eikje Ramberg, the woman who created this theory, suggested that these were “laid down between the infield and the outfield” as a way to mark the Viking owner's territory and to gain the “goodwill from the focus of chaos” (Nordahl Næss, 2024), she also suggested that this ritual was a community affair, implying that it was to keep all the community safe from the chaos that lay in the outfield of their village. This theory was also brought up towards the 4 silver bracelets (Radley (2024)) at Årdal as they were also found in the premises of the previous house on the site and bear resemblance to the burial of the Hjelmeland neck rings. However, what can be inferred from this burial rather than the neck rings is that it was not buried beside the residence but underneath the floorboards. This may suggest a more hastily placed burial, possibly implying that the owners needed to escape. 

[bookmark: _Int_94YN9HMf][bookmark: _Int_joAfU5c7][bookmark: _Int_LH9TPLXQ][bookmark: _Int_1gjK9Jrt]The main theory revolves around the idea that the farm was abandoned due to an attack. The excavation evidence suggests that the farm was burnt down at some point, dating it to a time when there were substantial amounts of tension spanning Norway due to its attempted unification in 885. Harald Fairhair was the king who attempted to unite the fractured clans in Norway, trying to centralise the command through the use of Leidang, coastal defensive fleets. These fleets were initiated by Fairhairs son Haakon I (or Haakon the Good) and used as a way for struggling clans to be given resources, however, they were heavily biassed towards certain clans- leaving many to have to handle themselves. Leidang were intrusive on local vessels and often interfered with coastal villages causing many to reject the unification and favour a more centralised kingship (www.royalcourt.no (2020)). During this era many clans resisted and battled Fairhair, it is not impossible to suggest that this coastal farm was targeted due to its alluring position and its vast range of resources that could have been used by either side. The theory surrounding this would imply that the owners of the farm buried the bracelets in a hurry, possibly to retrieve them later at a time when it was safer, evidently, this time never came. 

The rarity of this discovery means that the information and data collected will pioneer its way into solving theories of how the Vikings lived when they were not pillaging and raiding. The silver bracelets still laying in the place they were buried allows for the archaeologists and other disciplines to create an idea on how the Vikings buried their precious belongings- silver was used as currency during this era and were often implemented into the economy to rebuild it. The University of Stavanger plans to create an exhibition using the information collected from this and other findings to help tell the Vikings story.
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