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Assignment one

Essay one – Maintaining Professional Standards
Critically examine policing policies and procedures (e.g. PACE, Code of Ethics, NDM, use of BWV) aimed at reducing misconduct and malpractice by police officers. How might these increase public confidence in police?
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
NB – to critically examine is to give a balanced answer that points out weaknesses as well as favourable aspects of the topic in question. 

Answer: 
What is the meaning of misconduct? The term misconduct refers to the use of unacceptable or in simple terms bad behaviour (Cambridge Dictionary, 2016).
On a daily basis Police officers conduct duties assisted by policies and powers to protect the public, to detect and to prevent crime. A large amount of officer’s powers and policies fall under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984.
In 1984 the Police and Criminal Evidence Act was released, this defined and acknowledged the powers of police officers, and ensured the rights of the public were set at the heart of the legislation. 
“PACE sets to strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedom of the public” (Home Office, 2013)
As stated by (Home Office, 2013) the Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984 was set in place to balance the powers of the police and the freedom and rights of the public. Without an equal balance will result in public scrutiny, and misconduct.
Continuing the explanation provided by (Home Office, 2013) The police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984 consists of Codes of Practice which range from Code A to Code I. Those Codes of Practice are set in place to detect and eliminate crime. For example Code A consist of a Police Officers power to conduct a fair and effective Stop Search, Code G to conduct a lawful arrest under section 24 of PACE, Code E and F to visually and audio record suspect interview. Codes of practice are also obeyed to protect the public human rights. 
Officers are to ensure human rights are respected on every occasion. For example, Article three of the European Convention of Human Rights state the prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment. Article five consists of an individual right to liberty and security. (Ministry of Justice, 2022).  
“Some forces are exercising their powers not on the basis of intelligence or reasonable suspicion but in stereotypical assumptions, which is not helping to make society safer” (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2010)
Furthermore it’s mentioned that white people are roughly six times less likely to be stop searched, in comparison to black people. Actions of discrimination and stereotypical assumptions weakens trust and increases public scrutiny. 
PACE (Police and Criminal Evidence) was introduced as a result of the public’s perception of the police force being effected and loss of confidence in the force. As stated by (Lawteacher, 2013) the overall reason for PACE being introduced was as a result of multiple high-profile incidents being viewed and released by the media which highlighted police misconduct and unacceptable police behaviour. Those high profile cases include Brixton Riots.
Brixton riots consisted of roughly three continuous days of rioting that took place on the streets of London in 1981. Those of the black community believed police were using their Stop Search powers disproportionately, and unlawfully as stated by (BBC, 2021). As a result of incidents such as the Brixton Riots PACE was introduced to ensure officers conducted stop searches lawfully with reasonable suspicion an individuals as involvement in crime (Casciani, 2002).
Although as previously stated the overall necessity and intentions of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act are not noticed nor agreed by all. (Gould, 2018) believes PACE only provides post incident resolutions to those who have become victim of police misconduct, and unlawful behaviour. 

How do officers use the National Decision Making model during their use of PACE power and policies?
“Decision makers can use the NDM to structure a rational of what they did during an incident and why” (College of Policing, 2013)
The above statement by (College of Policing, n.d) confirms that the National Decision Making model can be used after an event has taken place as well as during or before. It is a structured way of analysing the decisions and actions made by an officer. Without realising officers implement the NDM multiple times during their tour of duty. For example, an officer will implement the NDM prior and during the process of a stop search. An officer will observe and gather information/intelligence to ascertain whether or not they have grounds to search the individual. The officer will then assess the threat and risk therefore making a decision whether or not to implement the use of handcuffs therefore implementing a use of force, this can be due to the persons behaviour, size, along with multiple other contributing factors. The officer will then ascertain the power referring to for example Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984, or Section 23 Misuse of Drugs Act of 1971. Once an officer has concluded the search it is then an officer’s responsibility to identify their options, is it necessary to arrest the individual? Or would an out of court disposal be more appropriate? Once this cycle is complete it is then an opportunity to review the actions taken. During an officers use of the National Decision Making Model it is the officers responsibility to ensure they obey the Codes of Ethics. 
Although, when has this effected Police officers? 
In 2021 two plain clothed Police officers attempted to conduct a Stop Search on a male. The officer stated he approached a male due to a smell of cannabis coming from his vehicle, although this was believed to be false. It is believed that during this encounter officers verbally abused the male and went onto assault him. During so one officer stated he’d identified himself as a police officer although due to the lighting it is believed the detained person did not understand and was forcefully taken to the ground. As a result of this, the male was placed in handcuffs for approximately 40 minutes. The officers who attempted to conduct the stop search was found to be guilty of misconduct. (Jessup, 2024) 
As previously mentioned Code A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act provides police with a power to search a person without warrant and without making an arrest (Home Office, 2013). As shown by (Stop and search in South Wales police, N.D) In December of 2023 South Wales Police conducted 434 Stop searches. In that month 125 of those cases resulted in Police actions being taken. Police action taken can include arrest, out of course disposal, or other remedies. A stop search procedure is conducted to establish if a person is in possession of an item that could be or is a crime to be in possession of. A stop search is carried out to establish a person’s possible involvement in crime. The key concept of a stop search procedure is to conduct a stop search fairly, responsibly and without discrimination. To do so officers must ensure they have lawful grounds. 
It is not policy nor a necessity to handcuff the individual being stop searched, it is the officer conducting the stop searches responsibility to risk assess the encounter and justify whether it is necessary to use such force on the individual. 
You might wonder why officers deem it necessary to stop search an individual, rather then exercise their powers to arrest under section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidences Act of 1984. The reason for an officer to conduct a stop search is to ensure, 
“The primary purpose of stop search powers is to enable officers to allay or confirm suspicions about individuals without exercising their powers of arrest” (College of Policing, 2017)
If conducted in an unlawful manner it can lead to the public and individual involved feeling alarmed and distressed, influencing a negative impact on the public’s perception on the police.
It is essential for officers to conduct a stop search in an impartial manner, and obey the codes of ethics such as fairness, objectivity, respect, and openness. When explaining the necessity for searching an individual it is paramount to be open and transparent when delivering the grounds to conduct a search. During this process there are multiple pieces of information that must be provided to the individual. To ensure a person receives all information necessary officers will use a neumonic GOWISELY. Grounds, object, warrant card, identity, station, entitlement, legality and to be informed they are detained ‘you’re detained’. Each letter explains the individuals rights to obtain that piece of information. 
The first explanation to inform the detainee is the grounds for the search. The grounds are what give officers the necessity for the search. Grounds can include a passing of an object in exchange for money between two individuals observed by a member of the public. 
Within the Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984 are Codes of Practice. As mentioned by (www.lexisnexis.co.uk, n.d.) the Codes of Practice are set in place to assure safety to the public, and prioritise human rights. Examples of Those Codes of Practice include Code A which provides officers with the right to search a person. It is the officers responsibility to ensure that search is conducted fairly and with upmost respect for the individual being searched. 
Officers will activate their body worn cameras upon their arrival at an incident, and when conducting a stop search. Officers will continue to record until there is no necessity to record any further, the reason for this is for police to remain transparent. (College of Policing, 2016)
In May of 2020 a Black Lives Matter protest took place on the streets of London. In attendance were two siblings participating in the protest. During their attendance an incident occurred between the two siblings and Metropolitan Police Officers. The incident resulted in both siblings being arrested and charged. The siblings were originally accused of assaulting an officer and verbally abusing another. During their arrest multiple officers Body Worn Cameras were activated, whereby excessive force can be seen. Although further recordings showed a female officer push one of the siblings which led to the arrest of both siblings, that officer’s camera footage was not disclosed to the defence. After a two year investigation the siblings have explained how police misuse of body worn cameras have had a detrimental effect on their lives (Titheradge, 2023).
In comparison to the above case a study took place over a period of twelve months by Cambridge University states clear change in the behaviour of those involved in encounters with police. 93% decrease in complaints made against officers in the United Kingdome and States. (University of Cambridge, 2016)
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Essay two – Public Protection
What characteristics (socio-economic, psychological etc.) can make a person vulnerable to exploitation to criminal gangs? 
Your answer must be based on academic research.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Answer:
It is estimated that the population of the planet is eight billion people according to (Worldometer, 2024). Each individual is different due to their characteristics. A characteristic is what makes each person different to the other, although it is also what can make individuals or groups similar. 
Vulnerable is an umbrella term used to define a person who is unable to protect themselves due to a personal characteristic. Often being a complex matter urging for the intervention and support of multi agencies such as Youth Cymru (Youth Cymry, n.d).
As stated by (Bagattini, 2019),
“Childhood is arguably the most vulnerable period of human life”.
A child’s physical environment can have a detrimental effect on their upbringing, this includes their social environment. A child is influenced and effected by their surroundings, as they are often dependant on those surrounding them, an example would include their parent’s presence during their childhood. Growing up without a father figure can urge a child to seek a male figure in their life, making themselves vulnerable to those recruiting young people into county lines.
Young people who are deemed vulnerable often have more than one contributing factor. Those factors can include, witnessed violence during childhood, living or grew up in poverty, and poor mental or physical health, with many more contributing factors. As mentioned by (J,Hudek, 2018) a young person involved in county lines can often experience serious adverse childhood experiences, and being involved with Youth Offending Team from a young age.  
As a result of a child’s upbringing and current living environment can implement the young persons urge to associate themselves with gang cultures, causing them to have a feeling of belonging. Although there are many occasions whereby a young persons vulnerability is exploited by groomers, including those involved in the organisation and operation of county lines. 
As stated by (Nspcc, n.d)
“Groomers will exploit any vulnerability to increase the likelihood a child or young person will become dependent on them and less likely to speak out.”
During the coronavirus pandemic in 2020 studies showed that the number of phone lines used in the dealing of drugs more than doubled. How does this relate to children you might ask? As stated by (Woodhouse & Lilic, 2024) out of ten children, nine will have personal mobile devices by the age of eleven. This statistic comes with both positive outcomes, although is shadowed by negative. Positive uses of mobile phones by children would be educational purposes, as a result of the coronavirus in 2020 a large amount of teaching opportunities and communicating took place online. 
As mentioned by (Lee, 2022) County lines whereby criminal gangs utilise the use of electronic devices, often via a specified phone number or social media account to supply drugs. The ‘lines’ are utilised to obtain information and detail of where and when drugs will be delivered and collected. County lines will often become a network. Those involved in the criminal gangs who operate the lines will groom and exploit vulnerable people.  Effects on those who fall victim to criminal gangs of County lines often suffer emotional trauma. Those who are vulnerable are often children, those under the age of 18. Criminal gangs of county lines will often prey on those who they believe will evade police, therefore both males and female can be targeted, along with any ethnicity.
Females are also known targets by criminal gangs of country lines, a tactic of entering a relationship with the victim will often lead to sexual exploitation. 
According to (Lee, What are county lines? 2022)  Those under the age of eighteen, alone with young adults are defined as vulnerable. Components that make those individuals vulnerable to criminals involved in county lines consist of broken down family life, being socially isolated, those who have family members who are already involved in the distribution or handling of drugs, and those who are not in education. 
Cuckooing; invade and take control of home








Essay three – Vulnerability & Risk
Is early intervention an effective means of preventing young people from offending? What increases or detracts from its effectiveness?
Your answer must be based on academic research.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Answer:
A young persons involvement in crime often stems from a lack of intervention. A young person’s school, or college plays a detrimental factor in the possible prevention of a child’s involvement in crime. Raising awareness, and educating young people is fundamental and a role that can be fulfilled by education. 
Intervention being adapted as early as possible is more likely to have a positive effect in deterring a child involvement in crime. (Early Intervention Foundation, 2018) highlights the importance early intervention by providing the victim with skills and education. 
Between April 2022 and March of 2023 1,364 individual county lines were closed due to the line holder being arrested, and/or charged with the offence. This is compared to the closure of 139 lines between November 2019 and March of 2020 as stated by (Gov.uk, 2024).
These statistics prove the positive effect programmes such as County Lines Programme have on eliminating county lines from UK streets, and inevitably preventing the involvement of young people. 



Essay four – Valuing Difference & Inclusion
How effectively has policing adapted to accommodate diversity within the UK?
Consider the police force itself and/or the way police engage with diverse communities.
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.
Answer: 
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Notes:
Notes task 1:
-Meaning of misconduct
-Meaning of malpractice 
-% PC who fall foul of  misconduct 
-What policies & procedures are in place to reduce misconduct and malpractice
-How do the public know those policies and procedures are in place
How does it increase public confidence? Has it always worked?
Weaknesses

Notes Task 2
What is a characteristic? Examples
Meaning of vulnerable
Characteristics that make someone vulnerable to exploitation to criminal gangs, knock on effect.
Leads to County lines

Notes Task 4: 
Meaning of diversity
How have police accommodated to diversity?
Police engage with diverse communities, give examples.
Statistics show the percentage of females in South Wales Police
