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Tourism Debate

“festivals and events encourage anti-social behaviour”
(FOR and AGAINST)

The Chosen debate topic that will be discussed is “Do festivals and events encourage anti-social behaviour”.For decades festivals and social events have taken place annually around the world and have become increasingly popular amongst a range of people of all ages and interests . In modern days the most popular social events are music festivals and concerts  including the likes of Glastonbury ,Coachella ,Boomtown and Reading festival.The majority of events and festivals occur during the summer season and increase travel and  tourism rates to specific areas, due to the high demand of people who want to see their favourite music artists live and receive that first hand festival experience and social engagement. Festivals and concerts  have become so popular that people, specifically teenagers and young adults are preferring to attend festivals rather than booking   short term holiday packages and trips, meaning that currently festivals and events are having large contributions to tourism rates.In the Uk alone in the year of 2018 it was recorded that over 30 million people (Statista.com,2019) attended at least one festival or concert  during  the year period. Whilst they are growing in popularity festivals and events come with  aspects that can be viewed as both positive and negative.Focusing on the statement during the debate  , facts on both the negative and positive impacts of festivals will be underpinned and established to come to a conclusion to state whether festivals do in-fact encourage anti-social behaviour..

Arguments AGAINST-(arguing that festivals do not just encourage anti social behaviour) 
Positive impacts :

· Festivals encourage people to come together in harmony and enjoy the experience whilst encouraging socialism. 
The  festival environment has been around for decades , and tickets to these events are always in high demand. With a large range of festivals on offer such as the worlds largest festival summer- fest with more than 800,000 attendees per year, festivals are seemingly having a social impact on millions of people. Festivals provide an environment for people to go and enjoy the experience, to see their favourite artists and to take a break from their normal lives. As a survey states 57% of people would prefer to attend a festival than to go on holiday , this  was also followed by a large 41% who stated they liked to attend for the social aspect such as spending time with family and friends / and or meeting new people (Mintel.com,2019). This means that a large sum of attendees who attains festivals are actually encourage by the social factors that festivals bring as they provide a great environment to meet people with similar interests to you. 

*Festivals encourage diversity and help preserve culture and traditions
Festivals happen all over the world annually and they give the opportunity to the hosting country to not only promote the artists but to promote their country as a whole to the public. Festivals are having a large impact on cultural and social tourism meaning that the hosting countries are  able to develop the themes of the events to suit certain traditions they may have.Take Brazil for an example their famous ‘Carnival’ that has a 5 day duration focuses mainly on African-Brazilian culture and helps preserve the local traditions ,more than 15 million people are said to attend Brazil’s festivals each year (Statista.com,2020) but their festivals are attended mostly by tourists who want to experience a new culture.Festivals have the power to encourage diversity and bring people of different religions and races together and to unite as one whilst celebrating each others traditions it surely is a great way to encourage peace in the world. 

· Festivals help bring in tourists and therefore boost the economy of the hosting country.
According to (Getz,1997) ‘ Events have the potential to generate a vast amount of tourism when they cater to out of-region visitors, grants, or sponsorships’, therefore festivals have a potential to boost the economy by helping increase tourism rates.Festival tickets are usually between £200-£400 each with ticket admissions alone , the majority of festivals see at-least £40,000 to £50,000 brought in by ticket sales. More money is then generated through onsite facilities and services such as early entry , food and drink stalls and merchandise. Many people stay for a short number of days in the location of the festival  after  the festival has ended to explore the local cities.This helps to bring money into the economy by tourists spending money on local businesses and attractions.It was  stated that festivals alone have put in more than 1 billion into the UK’s economy by 2015  ( Theguardian,2015) and that on average each person attending a festival spent £466 each.

· Festivals provide jobs for people and therefore have impacts on the social community 
Festivals require a lot of planning and then also a lot of maintenance during their duration.Teams need to work together in order for festivals to be a success and job roles range from events management and planning to security to cleaners. Festivals provide a large range of summer jobs for people all over the world and whilst many do offer paid work some just offer free tickets to the events so whilst working employees can enjoy the experience. Festivals and events cater for 570,000 annual jobs (Eventbrite.co.uk,2020), which not only allow the employees to gain experience and training skills to better their chances of higher paying jobs  but also allow them to earn money to better their social lives.

Arguments FOR- (arguing that festivals do encourage anti social behaviours ) 
Negative impacts:
· Festivals are a hotspot for criminal activity and damage 
With over 30 million people attending festivals each year , the festival environment has quickly grown to be one place in particular that crime seems to occur more often. Statistics show that on estimate close to 2,000 people were arrested in Uk festivals alone with the two worst festivals being Cream fields and Notting hill festival.  Cream fields had an estimate  figure of 497 arrests and Notting hill festival had a huge figure of 1,128 arrests between 2016-2018 (statista.com,2019).From all recorded arrests the majority consisted of theft , fighting and sexual assault.

· Theft rates have increased majorly in festivals over the last few years and are still growing.
Many festival attendees are falling victim to being stolen off or pick pocketed during their duration of attending their chosen festival. Over the previous 2-3 years reported theft in festivals have increased majorly throughout the world. Theft rates have increased in festivals such as Coachella in the USA and Glastonbury in the UK with statistics showing that at-least one in every 500 people report being stolen off during the festival period. With the majority of festivals across the globe having an
average attendance rate of 200,000 per event this means that on estimate per festival a rough number of 400 thefts occur. A total of £270,00 was reported stolen between all occurring UK festivals in the year 2016 alone with numbers majorly increasing since then. (dailymail.co.uk,2016).

· There is Major and excessive drug use and possession occurring  in festivals all over the world which tend to lead to increasing anti social behaviour.
Drug use in festivals has increased through out the years and has sparked major concern in the increase of anti social behaviour , according to many sources one of which being (Theguardian,2019) surveys recorded that more than 50% of festivals goers admitted to taking some sort of drug during the duration of their attendance at the event. Drug use in festivals have not only lead to anti social behaviour such as an increase in fighting and assault but have also lead to substance abuse related deaths due to people taking  dodgy batches of drugs and pills sold by dealers who have managed to smuggle substances in passed event security.According to sources at-least 17 people died last year in Festivals across the USA (IQ-Mag-Net,2019)  and at-least  11 in festivals across the Uk (Thesun.co.uk,2019). According to the BBC (BBC,2019) the most common drugs used at festivals in the UK are MDMA ,Ketamine and Cocaine. A figure shown recorded that more than £200,000 worth of drugs ranging from cannabis to ecstasy had been seized by police in festivals across the UK with £70,000 worth of drugs being seized at  Boomtown alone  (Stealthpants.com,2019). The sad truth is that a lot of people feel the need to take drugs in festivals because of modern day stigma and the fact people feel they enjoy more whilst on a high , but the fact drug use is so common in festivals is problematic as it can lead to many other crimes , deaths and even addiction.

· Reported Sexual assault and harassment crimes  are austonishley  high at Festivals around the Globe.
Every year festivals are attended by hundreds of thousands of people and aside from other reported crimes such as drug use and confiscation , one of the highest reported crimes at festivals is Sexual assault and sexual harassment  for both women and men. A statistic shows that 1 in 5 people report to being sexually assaulted during their attendance at festivals, and sadly more than 2 of five of that figure were young women under the age of 40 (Theguardian.com,2018). Sexual assault crimes are occurring at a concerning rate in the festival environment and sadly it was reported that each year more than 250,000 women alone are sexually assaulted at festivals in the UK ( GQ-Magazine.co.uk,2019). The number of sexual assault crimes at festivals around the world  is so alarmingly high that in previous years some festivals such as Sweden’s largest festival Bravallia has even cancelled their festival in years such as 2018 due to the severity of the sexual assault cases that had occurred. Sexual assault is a very horrifying and anti social crime and the fact that these sort of crimes seem to take place often in festivals is alarming and security and protection for all festival goers need to be improved to protect those who are simply there to enjoy the experience.

· High Hospital admission rates due to injuries caused by fighting , drug overdosing and high consumption of alcohol in festivals 
Every year hundreds of people have to be admitted to hospital and treated for injuries occurred and sustained at festivals.The severity of these injuries differ depending on the cause themselves , but many common injuries that occur in festivals are from alcohol poisoning , drug overdosing and physical violence and fighting. It was also found that in many festivals incidents had occurred where people had got hurt after smuggling in and setting off fireworks and lighting bomb fires that got out of control.These anti-social behaviour
acts not only put individuals at risk but also put security and the artists playing at the festivals at risk also. As an example in the year of 2016 in V festival located in Essex UK, 681 people had to be admitted to hospital even before the festival had finished ( Signal107.co.uk,2016) and although this figure was a drop from previous years the number was still worryingly high.

Conclusion 
In conclusion whilst  festivals do bring in a array of aspects to society both positive and negative, it is safe to say that they do contribute majorly  to increasing tourism rates which not only help strengthen the economy but helps to improve the public’s  social lives and strengthens diversity bringing cultures and people from different backgrounds together. People from all around the globe who have that same interest of experiencing live performances and seeing their favourite artists in person ,  receive that experience that will be a memory in which they’ll remember for the rest of their lives.

However there does sadly seem to be much more threats of anti social behaviour when it come to festivals. When these kind of events  are poorly managed or when threats and weakness points are not considered   problems can occur and the wrong kinds of people can attend them and create many negative impacts such as anti social-behaviour. 
Specifically in modern days festivals have somewhat been  considered to have lost their meaning, rather than people attending for their interests in the products such as the musical artists and the live music , a lot of young people are seeing festivals as a place to drink and take drugs which has made festivals one of the largest drug hotspot environments worldwide.It has previously been stated that “61%  “ of crimes committed at festivals were due to drug use or confiscation , and that “2 in 5 people attending festivals admitted to doing drugs whilst there” which when put into a percentage averages to an estimate of at-least  a total of 43% between both men and women of festival goers who for definite took some sort of illegal substance in the festival    (projectknow.com, 2020).The usage of these illegal substances in festivals has taken away the original meaning of festivals and the majority of people no longer attend for the sake of meeting new people or spending time with their friends and gaining that unique experience of seeing their favourite artists in person as even festival hosts have said that in today’s society “drug use in festivals get more news coverage than the bands and acts playing”. As mentioned previously a staggering 250,000 people also experience some level of sexual assault or harassments at festivals each year , and disgustingly these crimes often go un-reported  and  even when they are the criminals behind these crimes are often not prosecuted due to victims not being able to identify the criminals due to the mass amounts of people attending the festivals and the high chance that they were intoxicated when the crime occurred. Festivals are sadly now a hotspot for anti social behaviour, and people are taking advantage of the environment and breaking the law in many ways , though this could be dealt with by festival boards across the globe improving their  security both on the 
 entrance and around the site , as-well as stricter security checks. Festivals used to have a reputation for unique experiences
And we’re once  a place for people to enjoy , in modern days  festivals have been shunned by a reputation based among drug and excessive alcohol use and  are therefore seemingly having an encouragement on anti-social behaviour.
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