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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 

A key piece of legislation that provides the framework for children’s safeguarding in Wales, is the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWWA) 2014. Within this act, the principle of prevention and early intervention aims to ensure families are supported in the early stages of difficulties arising. A common finding in serious case reviews is that not documenting or communicating concerns promptly can significantly impact the safety and well-being of children (The Department for Education, 2018). If preventative services are implemented this could avert an escalation into crisis. The Act requires local authorities to assess the needs of children for care and support, which can identify children who may be at risk of abuse, neglect or harm, and ensures they receive the support necessary. The wellbeing duty within the act means local authorities have a duty to promote the wellbeing of children, therefore ensuring they are safeguarded from harm or the risk of harm. In terms of a local level, under the Act, regional safeguarding boards manage and oversee local child protection policies, procedure and guidance to protect and promote the safety of children (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), 2024). The importance of collaborative working between agencies to safeguard children is emphasised, and section 130 sets out a duty to report, requiring all relevant partners of a local authority to inform them of concerns. A multi-agency approach is crucial within social work (Social Care Wales (SCW), 2011, SCDSW6).
Another key piece of legislation in Wales is the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004. One of the principles of this Act is the welfare of the child is paramount, and this should be upheld when any decisions are made about the child. The Act also sets out the duty for local authorities to investigate when a child is suspected to be experiencing, or likely to experience significant harm. These are known as section 47 enquiries, and will require a multi-agency approach. The Children Act 2004 builds upon the 1989 Act, and added the requirement for a Children’s Commissioner. 
With the implementation of the Wales Safeguarding procedures, launched in 2019, Wales was the first nation in the UK to introduce unified safeguarding guidelines covering both adults and children at risk of harm. (North Wales Safeguarding Board, 2022). One of the key principles within the Procedures is safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. These procedures are built upon the SSWWA 2014 part 7 Safeguarding and specifically Working Together to Safeguard People volumes 1, 4, 5 and 6. The Procedures have created a standardisation across Wales for how to effectively safeguard children. Within the Procedures, there is clear guidance on early intervention, how to report concerns, initial enquiries and timescales for these, decision making, and cross border working. There is also information on types and indicators of abuse. Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is the right of protection. This article necessitates appropriate legislative measures must be adhered to and the child should be protected from all types of harm. It is important to establish preferred outcomes of the safeguarding intervention, to make sure the child’s voice is heard and to also promote family engagement, fostering a collaborative approach to safeguarding will ensure better outcomes for the child and family (NSPCC, 2023). 

(550 words)




	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

There are numerous differences between children’s and adult’s safeguarding, however, I will be focusing on two key differences. The first is the concept of vulnerability and the categories of abuse. In children’s safeguarding, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 is applicable to individuals under the age of 18 who are suspected to be experiencing harm, or at risk of potential harm. S.130 (4) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 states a child at risk is a child who is at risk, or experiencing abuse or neglect, and also has needs for care and support. The types of harm included within the Procedures include physical abuse, emotional and psychological abuse, sexual abuse, financial abuse and neglect. Harm may also arise from criminal exploitation, child sexual exploitation, radicalisation, female genital mutilation and modern slavery. In contrast, an Adult At Risk is an individual over the age of 18, and is defined in s126(1) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 as experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support, and is unable to protect themselves due to those needs. Whilst the categories of harm are similar to children’s, in adult’s there is the addition of domestic violence. This can include coercive or threatening behaviours. Self-neglect is also covered within the adult’s safeguarding procedures. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second difference between children’s and adult’s safeguarding is consent. According to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 it is good practice to obtain parental consent prior to submitting a referral. Children should also be consulted with should this be feasible. However, the welfare of the child should be the overruling factor in deciding whether to gather consent from the parent and child. Some situations will necessitate it is not appropriate for consent to be gained and the reasons for lack of consent should be clearly recorded. In terms of adult’s safeguarding, the similarity is the adult’s safety is the overruling consideration in making a referral prior to consent. However, the difference is for adults capacity is a consideration. Under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, one of the principles is an individual must be assumed to have capacity unless established they do not. Capacity is decision specific, therefore the action taken will be dependent on whether the adult is deemed as lacking in capacity to consent. An adult who has capacity has the right to make an unwise decision. This may result in an adult choosing not to consent to a safeguarding referral. Each case should be assessed on an individualised basis, ensuring the adult is at the centre of any decisions and their thoughts, wishes and feelings considered.
(439 words)
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