Ass 2 Workshop Tips
Suggested Debate Topics and Tips for Assignment 2 Workshop
Here are some debate topics that reflect the key themes and ethical considerations of the module. Each topic is designed to encourage critical thinking and application of theories and policies discussed throughout the course.
Assistive Technology: Does it Enhance or Undermine Autonomy in Elder Care?
Explore the balance between independence provided by technology and potential dependence on devices. Consider digital exclusion and privacy concerns.
Is Person-Centred Care Practically Achievable in the UK’s Health and Social Care System?
Debate whether current resource and staff limitations make person-centred care more aspirational than achievable, referencing theories and policies like the Care Act 2014.
Should Family Members Be Legally Obliged to Contribute to Elderly Care Costs?
Examine the ethical and practical implications of legally obligating family support, especially in light of means-tested social care.
Is Mandatory Reporting of Elder Abuse Essential, or Does it Infringe on Autonomy?
Discuss whether mandatory reporting of suspected abuse respects or undermines the rights of older adults. Explore policy frameworks, like safeguarding principles under the Care Act.
The Role of Residential Care Homes: Do They Provide Quality Care or Restrict Freedom?
Debate whether residential homes can effectively balance safety with autonomy, referencing the shift away from local authority-run homes and implications for quality of care.
Are Dementia Patients Better Supported by Family or Professional Caregivers?
Explore the strengths and limitations of family vs. professional care for dementia patients, considering the impact on autonomy, well-being, and quality of care.
Should GPS Tracking for Dementia Patients Be Mandatory for Safety?
Discuss the benefits and ethical concerns of mandatory GPS tracking, balancing safety with privacy and autonomy concerns.
Do Safeguarding Policies in the UK Adequately Protect Older Adults from Abuse?

Examine whether current policies provide sufficient protection or if specific elder abuse legislation is necessary to address gaps in safeguarding.
Is Social Isolation a More Pressing Issue Than Physical Health in Elderly Care?
Debate whether emotional and social well-being should take precedence in care planning over traditional health interventions.
As the NHS and Social Care Sector Prepared for the Challenges of a Growing Aging Population?
Discuss whether the NHS and social care systems are equipped to meet the increasing needs of an aging population, with a focus on funding, staffing, and care quality.
Tips for Lecturer on Supporting Students with Debate Preparation
Encourage Evidence-Based Argumentation: Remind students to support their arguments with specific evidence, such as policies, studies, and theoretical frameworks.
Provide Model Arguments: Share examples of strong argument structure, such as clear statements, supported evidence, and thoughtful counterpoints.
Highlight the Importance of Clarity and Respect: Encourage respectful and balanced perspectives, especially for topics involving ethical and personal considerations like autonomy and elder abuse.
Remind Students to Cite Policies: Encourage the use of key policies such as the Care Act 2014, Health and Care Act 2022, and Mental Capacity Act 2005 as foundational references for debate.

Workshop Outline
· Briefly explain the debate format: introduction, argument development, rebuttal, and conclusion.
· Review the marking criteria, focusing on areas such as clarity of argument, evidence use, and counterargument strength.
· Reinforce the importance of using relevant module content, theories, and legislation to support arguments.
Instructions
· Assign each group a suggested debate topic (see list above).
· Encourage students to brainstorm arguments and counterarguments as a group. Each student should have a role: one develops the argument, another finds counterarguments, and another considers supporting evidence.
· Ask students to identify specific theories, policies, or case studies from the module that are relevant to their topic.
Move between groups to provide feedback, suggest additional sources, and ensure students are building a structured argument
· Have each group present a brief outline of their main argument and counterargument to the class.
· Facilitate a discussion on each outline, providing feedback on clarity and depth.
· Encourage students to use specific module materials, such as theories on autonomy, person-centred care, or the implications of the Care Act 2014 and Health and Care Act 2022.
· Remind students to support arguments with evidence and examples, referencing studies, policies, and real-world applications discussed in class.
Encourage students to use effective rebuttal strategies to strengthen their debate performance.
· Explain that rebuttals should acknowledge and respectfully challenge opposing views, using evidence and reasoning.
· Ask each group to present a key counterargument, and invite other groups to provide rebuttals.
· Offer tips on effective rebuttal strategies, such as acknowledging valid points but using additional evidence or theory to justify the original stance.
· Reinforce the importance of respectful language and balanced analysis, especially in topics involving ethical considerations.
Q&A and Final Tips
· Open the floor for questions about debate preparation, structure, or any module concepts students may want to clarify.
· Emphasise the importance of citing relevant policies, such as the Care Act 2014, Mental Capacity Act 2005, and Health and Care Act 2022.
· Encourage students to practice speaking confidently and clearly, as this will strengthen their presentation in the debate format.
· Final Advice: Remind students that a balanced, evidence-supported argument and clear structure will be essential for their success in Assignment 2.
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