	
	
	



What is a Short Film?
The definition of a short film is a film that is under 40 minutes (including credits) that creates a concentrated piece of storytelling at a lower cost than a full-length film. They are important because they help identify rising or undiscovered talent (Stamm, 2022). In recent years, they have become more popular. In 2021, a survey showed there was a 15% increase in the number of short films being released compared to previous years (Kiev Kelvin, 2023)
Directors that started out making short films
Many famous directors started their careers making short films.
· DaCosta is famous for making Little Woods.
· Michel Gondry is famous for making music videos for his band Oui Oui then he worked with Daft Punk, Lenny Kravitz, Radiohead, and Beck.  
· Leigh Whannell is famous for writing a feature script that became Saw (Nelson, 2021)
Differences Between Film and Theatre
When writing a screenplay, an important rule is to “show, don’t tell,” this means screenwriters communicate ideas through images, such as montages. This lets an audience process a lot of information in a short amount of time.
In theatre, characters communicate through words to tell their wants, dreams, manipulations, and frustrations. You'll often see characters break into monologues or soliloquies because as an audience member in theatre, it can be hard to see actors’ subtle facial expressions and body language, whereas this can easily be captured by using a close-up shot in films.  
In theatre, using a black box style theatre (a black painted room with few set dressings) encourages the audience to use their imaginations to think of different locations (Edwards, 2021).
What is a Comedy Film and How to Write One?
A comedy short film gives writers, performers, directors, and companies an opportunity to experiment, develop and showcase exciting new worlds and memorable comedy characters (BBC Comedy, 2024).
According to Creviston, key aspects of making a comedy short film, or any film, include a well-defined and original concept; good pre-production teamwork involving development of the story plot and characters (Creviston, n.d.)
What is a Murder Mystery Film and How to Write One?
The murder mystery genre comes under Crime Fiction and includes ‘narratives that centre on criminal acts and especially on the investigation, either by an amateur or a professional detective, of a crime, often a murder’ (Abrams, 2015).  In this case, there was no detective, the town fixers took the law into their own hands.
To write a murder mystery short film the following points should be considered. 
· What makes the murder a mystery?
· Whose perspective is the story told from?
· Will we see the murder, and if so, how is it portrayed?
· How is the lead-up to the murder introduced into the storyline?
· Who discovers the body?
· If there is a detective, is there an accomplice?
 (Scripts, 2021)
Comedy Actor Quote
“You’re only given a little spark of madness. You mustn’t lose it”- Robin Williams (Yalim, 2022).
I like this quote because I admire Robin Williams. I think he was a great actor who had an amazing career. He is someone I have always looked up to and I aspire to entertain people the way he did for many years.
Murder Mystery Actor Quote
“Murder mysteries are puzzles that are fun to resolve”- Kathy Reichs (AZ Quotes, n.d.). If I was to make another murder mystery film, I would make it more like a puzzle for the audience to solve.
What Film We Chose
When choosing which film to do, we presented both film ideas to the class and they all voted for which film they thought would be the better one to film. The majority vote from the class was Cheesecake so as a team, we had a meeting a discussed which film we wanted to do and why. Most of the team decided we wanted to film Cheesecake because we thought it would be more fun to film, but after a long discussion we realised The Hunting of Mississippi Frank would be the better choice because realistically we wouldn’t have the budget to film Cheesecake and we didn’t have all of the locations planned out but we did for Frank. 
After a long discussion, we decided that the fairest way to choose which film to make would be to vote anonymously. We each had to 2 different coloured cards, and we decided that we would place our cards face down on the table so we couldn’t see the colour and count how many cads there were of each colour after everyone had voted. After looking at the cards, we realised that the majority vote had changed to Frank so we decided we would film that one.  
Writing Our Scripts
When writing our scripts, we had to remember the differences between film and theatre. We also had to think about the specific stage directions we wanted to use so we didn’t have any continuity errors in our film, whereas in theatre, scripts have very few stage directions, so you have more freedom to explore with the actions you do. 
Filming
On the days of filming, we had to improvise with some our chosen locations because of the weather when filming outdoors. Some of the specific locations we chose, we were unable to use so we had to quickly solve this problem and find somewhere else to film certain scenes. 
When we weren’t needed in the scene, we took turns doing the clapboard, using the boom microphone and writing takes and shots we wanted to use on the master copy of the script.
One of the biggest struggles I had when filming was shooting the scenes out of order. This was hard because when performing a theatre piece, which I am used to doing, you do everything in the order it is in the script. 
Another thing that made the filming process difficult was the number of extras we had. A lot of people from other classes agreed to be extras and help us, but on the days of filming most of them didn’t turn up so we had to figure out how to make the locations look busy with few people there.
When helping another group, I saw that they were not organised, and no one knew the schedule which made it hard as an extra because I didn’t know what scenes they needed me to help with. There were a few occasions where I offered to help with something, but I was told they would rather other people helped instead.
Film Ideas
For the short film production task, we were asked to come up with two short film ideas. The first was called Cheesecake, a comedy about a group of friends from school/college who have come together for one day. The second The Hunting of Mississippi Frank is a murder mystery film that follows Frank who moves into a small town in Wales. The locals see him as an outsider and want to get rid of him.  
Evaluation
After watching the rushed version of The Hunting of Mississippi Frank, I noticed a few things that I liked about my performance and the film in general, but I also noticed a few things I didn’t like. 
Things I liked
The way the chapel scene looked on camera, the lighting and the scenery looked good and it didn’t look too religious for a small-town meeting. We were able to use certain shots and camera angles to make it seem like the pub and chapel were busy when we only had a few people. I was able to show both sides of my character, Allison, because in the first half of the speech in the chapel, Allison seems like a nice person but towards the end of her speech, she starts to look like a bad person, and I thought I portrayed that well on camera. I also liked how evil my character looks in the woods scene when they kill Frank because while Missy and Cynthia are screaming and crying, you see Allison restraining Missy and forcing her to watch Frank die while smiling and laughing. This was good because the way I looked in that scene was exactly how I felt I was playing that character when filming.
Things I didn’t like
You could clearly see when I forgot my lines or when I forgot I was supposed to be looking at the townspeople and looked down for a second, but it looked obvious on the camera. Also, in the pub scene, I didn’t look as intimidating as I felt, instead I looked like I was having a casual conversation. When I clearly forgot the words to the hymn we sang in the film, I stared down the camera-Lense not doing anything while everyone else was singing. 
What would I do next time? How would I adapt my performance?
I will make sure to not look down and try to hold eye contact with the extras when giving a speech to them.
Put more energy into performing a character like Allison and check with the directors that it’s coming across right on camera, being aware that what is seen looks different on camera to real life. 
Make sure I'm more prepared with my lines and the words to the hymn, so I don’t make it obvious if I forget or miss a line. 
It has been said that ‘The essence of drama is conflict’. and suggested that there is a maximum of 36 emotions (Konjin 2000). I consider the emotion of my character to be mainly revenge. She is selfish and intolerant of people from outside her community.  I worked on developing a backstory for her as much as possible, but I could have made her character bigger. This is something I could research by looking at different practitioners and how they portray emotion.

Behind The Scenes Pictures
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