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Description automatically generated]According to (European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 2013), "the One Belt One Road Initiative, also referred to as the 'Belt Road Initiative' is a strategy created by the political heads of the People's Republic of China and signed off by President Xi Jinping in 2013. The Initiative was created by China for the purpose of connecting Asia with Africa and Europe via land and maritime networks with the aim of improving regional integration, further the aim of globalization and also increasing trade and stimulate economic growth through the One Belt One Road initiative. Its inspiration was brought on by the blueprint of the 'Silk Road' that was established during the Han Dynasty more than 2,000 years ago.”    (European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 2013) bestows that ‘the Silk Road Economic Belt is a trans- continent passage that links China with South East Asia, South Asia, Central Asia, Russia, and Europe by land”. While the maritime route or the ‘21st Century Maritime Silk Road’ would be the linkage of the “East China Sea Silk Route and the South China Sea Silk Route," according to (Elena, 2017). The writer understands that the location of the ports or railways that were built or scheduled to be built in the host countries are areas that are densely populated and location of  natural resources are in abundance; this is necessary for the plan of expanding trade to be executed correctly and efficiently. Within the completion of the first phase of the initiative, approximately seventy countries have signed on. 

Figure 1:The map of the One Belt One Road Initiative (yellow is the Silk Road Economics belt route, and green is the 21st century Maritime Silk Road).
Over the years, China has become a country that has modernized its past to fit the current world. Moreover, the One Belt, One Road initiative was not and is not an exception to this of modernization. The One Belt One Road initiative depicts the historical trading for the Han Dynasty in the last 2,000 years, as stated. However, in this modern world, China, with its improving and increasing economy and monetary reserves, wants to increase its exportation of its products with the aim to become the biggest exporter or soft global power. The One Belt, One Road infrastructural plans would make that reality much cheaper in the long run and would be trading with more than 90% percent of the world’s countries at the last phase of the initiative. 
China aims to achieve such a 'bizarre’ plan by pooling funds into “infrastructures such as ports, roads, railways, airways, power plants, and telecommunication networks” (European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 2013) for those countries that have signed on to the initiative. Would China succeed with such plans? The writer aims to discuss the benefits and disadvantages faced by both China and the countries involved in the initiative separately through to the project's first phase. Furthermore, to list and discuss the outcome of the long-term goals that this initiative could cause globally, and whether China would benefit more or equally with the countries involved. 
In philosophy, an ethical theory created believed that we as individuals morally make decisions with self-interest at the heart of it (Hobbes, 1651), and China's country and the political powers see themselves as one unit. Nevertheless, would this be the genuine case for China? As the words “Mutual benefit is no less important than self-interest” (Fifty Year Perspective, 2020) were spoken by their leader President Xi Jinping publicly, has many individuals thinking whether the intentions and contents of the program are genuine. Would the countries that are a part of the initiative have equal benefits to China, or is this China's way of Imperialism? 
Imperialism is understood to be a policy of extending a country's dominance or power and influence through colonization by the use of military force or other means (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). Alternatively, in this case, China would be extending power by offering financial assistance, building infrastructure, and offering direct trade and the monetary funding are both of China’s and the host country with China pooling the bigger resource both monetary and intellectual. 
In the era of Isolationism of the United States and Europe from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, provided the opening China needed to boost and push forward the One Road One Belt initiative, as it allowed Beijing to claim leadership of globalization at the time when the United States and Europe where turning away from free trade and open borders (Shen, 2016). China benefitted greatly as it cause a closer line to achieving geopolitical and security objectives. 
China claims that the initiative aims to mutual boost all the countries involved in the initiative, not for selfish and personal gain. However, is that the long-term goal? (Shen, 2016) stated that scholars studied that the objectives of the One Road, One Belt initiative, and The Marshall Plan are similar in nature. Both anticipated significant exports, the US exporting to Europe and China exporting to Asia, Africa, and Europe. The strategies of both programs were to increase the international use of their respective currencies, and both desired to achieve global influence and become big exporters. Both wanted to strengthen political ties with the smaller countries.
A vast pool of natural resources and monetary reserves provides the leading technology, for example, railway and other infrastructure, along with an economic boost to the other countries while increasing China's influence within the countries involved in the initiative.

What are the Objectives of the One Belt, One Road Initiative?
 The long term strategies that China Hopes the One Belt One Road initiative would bring to them and the host countries are as follows: 
The “Maritime Silk Road, "especially Chinese infrastructure investment, is implicitly intended to facilitate more frequent People's Liberation Army Navy deployments in the Indian Ocean and beyond." This would be seen as security for the host countries as China’s  army force is well developed and would be able to assist when there are threat made to the host country. That is a benefit for the host countries.
China has publicly stated that the objectives of the One Road, One Belt initiative are to bring the countries and people of Eurasia together with Culture, Language, and Customs. The cultural exposure and cooperativeness between the countries in Eurasia.
Investing in the One Belt, One Road initiative is economically motivated and will bring economic benefits to China and the countries involved in the project. The project is one of the multiple stages and serves to create diplomacy in the economy. 
China intends to create demand and domestic needs in economic transformation. The demand for industrial output thus would strengthen China’s economy. Also, the countries in the agreement with China would have cheap accessibility to goods being transported through the routes.
As stated by the writer at the beginning of this essay, scholars explained the similarities between the One Road One Belt Initiative and the US Marshall Plan. Moreover, it shows that China can later achieve the title of soft world power with this initiative in place it might not seem this was as there are many advantages in this initiative for the host countries.
The initiative would provide security and economic growth for the Indo-pacific and Sino- Centric regions as there would be modern infrastructures such as railways, ports, and roads. It would cause the countries to collect payment for the use of infrastructure. 
“It is also an attempt to counter US propaganda that rising China is a threat to world peace. Thus it is to convince that rising China is not a threat but rather creates a win-win situation for all.” China provides assistance with building the countries in the Eurasian world economy. The label of ‘world dominance’ would not be placed on them as it seems China aims to have mutual benefits. There are many benefits for the host countries with the initiative. 
Here are some advantages of the first phase of the initiative:
The Tanzanian fishing village of Bagamoyo was selected as the location of what will become the largest port in Africa. This port links 400 million people in the nineteen countries that comprise the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). The ten-billion-dollar project will clear Bagamoyo and four other villages to make way for factories and apartment blocks to house a future population of 75,000. Other projects include a power station in Bangladesh, high-speed rail lines in Iran and Indonesia, a 715-mile six-lane highway in Pakistan between Karachi and Lahore, and a 470-mile electric railway connecting Addis Ababa in Ethiopia to the port of Djibouti on the horn of Africa, site of China's first overseas military base.
The OBOR initiative requires that China work together to strengthen the balanced development of a comprehensively open economy involving land and sea. However, in implementation, "One Belt" seems to take priority. The Chinese government promotes high-speed rail and other equipment manufacturing "going out" as an opportunity to actively promote land-based transport infrastructure construction, which is quicker than transporting goods over the sea. The focus is mainly on the land Silk Economic Belt as it is quite quickly and easily controlled with few defects than the 21st century Maritime Belt.
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Figure 2: Karakoram Highway 1,300 kilometres long running from Kashgar, China through to Gwadar, Pakistan
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Figure 3: The Membasa-Nairobi Standard Gauge Railway connects Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and South Sudan.

The Cold Truth
With a population of 1.3 billion, China aims to boost exports and improve its economy and the livelihoods of its people while being a global exporter for trading in other countries. Others might say that the One Road, One Belt initiative can boost the economies of all the countries involved in the deal. As there would be newly developed infrastructure, established globalization on a higher level, and a great deal of cultural exposure, it would be a great deal of tourism for the smaller developing countries, which is valid to an extent. 
In the progressing states of the initiative, there would be mutual benefits, but what about the long run? That is where it matters. 
The building of infrastructure with the understanding that the countries where the ports are located are responsible for maintenance, but what if they are unable to keep up with such tasks? Their port would change ownership from the country and into the ownership of China. Such an example was the Sri Lanka Port (Perera, 2016). 
Another issue that many sources have not highlighted is the construction of these infrastructures, the Intelligence of the construction is of Chinese Minds and the labor as well. There are no programs being created teaching the citizens of the host countries how to build the infrastructure, so does the country really benefits when it comes to maintenance as they have to outsource a company to do maintenance? Are the citizens of the host county only enough to learn the day-to-day operation of the ports or railway and not how to build and maintain them? Where in this is the country genuinely benefiting? As the writer sees the citizens as the country and not the physical land. 
Another example of where the host country's citizens are not benefitting from the One Belt One Road Initiatives is where locals are not being supported. “Kenya signed an agreement for China to build a railway from the port of Mombasa to Kenya's capital, Nairobi. The 293-mile line opened in June 2017, cutting an eight-hour journey to five hours. The line was 90% financed by China; the Chinese Communications Construction Company runs it. The line has had its critics, accusing it of not being economically viable, of taking livelihoods from Kenyan trucking businesses, and of discrimination against local employees” (Fifty Year Perspective, 2020). It is an initiative that aims to unite people and citizens who face discrimination in their own country and lose their businesses. 
With the help of lectures and outsourced referencing the writer has come to the conclusion that the One Belt One Road Initiative very much has its shared advantages and it disadvantages. Unfortunately, the disadvantage outweighs the advantages in the long run for the host countries. Yes, they would have new infrastructure and a boost in their economy but in the foreseeable future for a temporary extent. The host countries hasn’t really thought of the future generation when signing on to this initiative. Only their present reign and current impact. They do not want to admit that the maintenance of the infrastructure would be very price and at a point they would not be able to afford such incidents and ownership maybe passed over to China. 
Locals being forced to close down their business as the One Road One Belt initiative route would not only be faster but also cheaper. The citizens of the host country, would be facing the injustice and hardship of this initiative. 
China would eventually take ownership of failed- to- maintain infrastructures, have foreign presence in the host countries and control the world of trade and truly in the end that was their true objective of the initiative.
The writer isn’t saying that this initiative is not a good thing, as when executing a task there are always disadvantages but the writer fails to believe that China isn’t working towards getting the disadvantage for the host countries up and running. This initiative was not created with aim of long term mutual gains, but the gains and control China would have in the world of trade and security. The writer also believe in the future that this initiative would be a replica of the U.S Marshall Plan. 
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