
Topic sentences
A good paragraph often starts with a topic sentence, which summarises the main idea of the paragraph. The topic sentence sometimes includes linking words and phrases to show how it is connected to the paragraphs before it in the text, e.g. As a result/In addition/However etc…
Below is a paragraph from an assignment from an education management course. Read the assignment title below and the topic sentences that follow. Then read the paragraph and decide which topic sentence is the most appropriate.

What strategies are available to educational leaders for managing institutional change?
Possible topic sentences:-
1. Before this question can be addressed, definitions of the terms ‘educational leader’ and ‘institutional change’ must be established.
2. When change is imminent, it is necessary for educational leaders to make appropriate preparations (Zimmerman, 2004).
3. According to Zimmerman (2004) there are four basic types of educational change.

Which topic sentence is best for this paragraph?
[bookmark: _GoBack][Topic sentence needs to be here] Firstly, leaders must ensure that their own understanding of the change process is clear and complete before they begin to implement change (Calabrese 2002). In particular, leaders must recognise that change almost inevitably results in some degree of resistance on the part of school staff, and must identify any issues which are likely to cause particular resistance. Having done this, leaders need to design communication strategies and any related CPD in order to minimize the effect of this resistance. Badely (2013) recommends that in any situation of major institutional change, educational leaders should always design and implement a series of dedicated training sessions.




