1501192	ECGE7004Q	Assessment Two
A defence / rationale for your ethical choices that will be presented in your ethics form. This should include a critical evaluation of relevant ethical guidelines and research ethics literature.

 ‘Tokenism support services: An annual review’, however the proposed research question may alter due to research exploring other areas (Winstanley, 2012). Previous literature research at BA level found support services for victims of rape were tokenism and not support. Deciding to do a follow-up review of the personal recommendations means that for the researcher this topic is still a journey (Roberts, 2004 cited in Roberts, 2008). The research topic is highly emotive and still a current issue, obvious when discussions amongst peers and others about this occur. This online rationale is crucial as research is time consuming, involves planning, patience and commitment (O’Leary, 2004:15 cited in Roberts, 2008). The aim of the rationale is to critically evaluate the reasonings for the chosen research focus and methods, while considering ethical considerations and guidelines. Managing and controlling the research from the start and until the results is essential (O’Leary, 2004:15 cited in Roberts, 2008). 
Some research topics are outdated due to the methodology providing the researcher with no new findings (Kleinman and Copp, 1993:4-6 cited in Roberts, 2008). The purpose for focusing on an issue normally stems from personal experiences (Thomas, 2013). Curiosity about whether any governmental, legal or local changes has happened over the past year; as research found police scepticism led to faults in the penal system (Kelly et al., 2005 cited in Horvath, 2013) Therefore, the focus of the research will follow up four recommendations from the researcher’s dissertation. Thus being; a universal definition of rape, the diminish of stereotypes of a real rape case, courses given to professionals working within the public and social services as well as an increase in funding for support services. To gain a truthful understanding, the aim of the research is to interview those who have been to support services, those who work for and police officers. Therefore; the age range will vary because of this ethical guidelines and considerations used and taken for this rationale is from the British Sociological Association (BSA). 
The paradigm and methodology used to depend on the results you were hoping for. The two types were complete opposites. Quantitative research was numerical, and many argued that this was the only way to get serious facts. Whereas, qualitative research was in-depth and believed their way was the only way to understand people and worldwide issues (Robson, 2011). Researching social situations is viewed as being either positional or political. The research will be political, as it should change the researcher, those reading and make change within policy (Clough and Nutbrown, 2007). The research paradigm will mainly be from a constructivist approach, while looking at critical and subjectivist approaches too. A constructive approach views issues where there is not one single truth, reality is created and not pre-existing (Strauss et al., 1973 cited in Bryman, 2012). 
The proposed research method to be undertaken is that of a mixed-strategy approach, this method has been chosen to gain a broader understanding (Weisner, 2005 cited in Somekh and Lewin, 2011). Mixed method approaches are often favoured by researchers using a pragmatic/ realism approach, another paradigm I shall be looking at. This approach will be used as realists focus on an issue directly and within uncontrolled settings (Robson, 2013). Five methodological reasons for mixed method research approaches are for triangulation, complementarity, development, initiation and expansion (Somekh and Lewin, 2011). 
The methods to be used for this research are open-ended questions and interviews. The advantages of interviews allow the participant to answer however they like. However, an ethical consideration is researcher bias, where the interviewee feels uncomfortable and does not answer truthfully (Creswell, 2002). If the interviewee was confused about the question being asked, a positive about interviews is that they can ask the interviewer to explain. Research in 1992 by the National surveys discussed sexual attitudes and lifestyles. The advantages of questionnaires are; easier analysis, easier to compare and the respondent being able to answer questions privately. However, ethical considerations are that the respondent may not answer truthfully therefore producing inaccurate results for the researcher (Harris, 2008). 
A mixed method approach can enhance research by providing a range of results (Kumar, 2014). An ethical guideline regarding the relationship with participants is their awareness of being able to withdraw their participation in the research (BSA, 2002). If this was to occur, one of the benefits of a mixed method approach is the research not solely relying on their answers as there would be results from other research methods (Kumar, 2014). With the sensitivity of this issue and the intended participants, the results found may be contradictive; providing the research with further results. However, this can be a negative by having to resolve two conflicting ideas. Another aspect to consider, a mixed method approach will be more time consuming and requires additional skills (Kumar, 2014). 
Another ethical guideline and consideration are the relationship with the research participants. It will be the researcher’s responsibility to ensure that participants physical, social and psychological well-being needs are being met. Protecting their privacy, confidentiality and interests will help to achieve this (BSA, 2002). Awareness when the research become too upsetting or physically demanding (Roberts, 2008) is an ethical consideration known as professional integrity. Safeguarding the participants interests is paramount as the research could affect them (BSA, 2002).
In conclusion, the research being from a constructivist approach gives the best possible chance to improve policy for those who have been raped and the support they receive; as this paradigm seeks not only one truth (Strauss et al., 1973 cited in Bryman, 2012). The sensitivity of the topic, a mixed methodology seems the best method to use as the research will not solely rely on either the quantitative or qualitative approach (Kumar, 2014). There will be multiple more ethical guidelines to follow however, due to not yet knowing the age of participants it seemed fit to refer to the BSA guidelines. The BSA ethical guidelines have provided an all-round base and knowledge of ethical considerations for both the researcher and participants (BSA, 2002). 
Reflection happens when an action is being judged (Smart, 2008). A main learning skill for individuals is the ability to reflect upon themselves. Main (1980) and Gibbs (1981) believe that reflection best occurs when either a teacher or peers have given their advice to another person (Boud et al., 2015). Having received feedback from peers, changes will be made to; refining aims and objectives, more ethical considerations will be discussed due to the sensitivity of the topic/issue as well as improving academic referencing. 
In my previous rationale, the stated research focus was that of four recommendations I made as a researcher in a previous BA dissertation. However, I will now be changing that to one aim and two objectives as anymore the topic will simply become too broad and confusing (Winstanley, 2012).  Based on this the aim will now be to discover what changes have occurred within rape support services. With the objectives to research into police and law scepticism, along with funding for support services. 
Academic and research books stress to the reader about ethical considerations being at the forefront of their minds throughout their research (Merriam and Tisdell, 2016 cited in Warriner and Bigelow, n.d.). As I intend to research into police scepticism and rape support services, it is extremely sensitive and therefore requires a large amount of ethical considerations and awareness. As I intend to interview a few who have used support services I am aware that this could cause great emotional distress for the participants. This could potentially occur as a question could bring back upsetting memories for them. Following ethical guidelines from the British Sociological Association (2002), it is my responsibility as a researcher to ensure that the participants physical, social and psychological well-being needs are being met and not a risk (British Sociological Association, 2002). I will do this by ensuring the participants are continually aware that they can withdraw themselves from the research any time. 
Another ethical consideration will also depend on the intended age of the participants, as this is yet unknown there will be different ethical conducts to follow. If the participant was a young person, I would follow ethical guidelines from The National Youth Agency. It would be my responsibility to ensure that they are not being exploited in any way. However, I as the researcher would have to make them aware or the boundaries regarding confidentiality. Although some information they gave may be highly sensitive, if they give any information I see as putting them at risk or others I would have to inform the appropriate adult (The National Youth Agency, 2004). 
Another ethical consideration is plagiarism, this is copying someone else’s work or thoughts/ideas and can occur by not referencing correctly (Winstanley, 2012). This is something which I can improve on and will do so by following the correct referencing style, using sources such as Cite them right (2016). 
In conclusion there are many ethical considerations to think about due to the extremely emotive and potentially distressing topic/issue. 
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