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Professional Observation 

 In this assignment, I have reviewed three observed two-hour lessons by professional practitioners noting the use of teaching strategies, learning methods and professional standards. From this, I have reflected in the notes made by the observations to formulate an action plan of how I will improve my practice as I navigate through my training. I have subcategorized each observation in this essay and used the Driscoll model what? So what? Now what? to reflect on the three professionals. For clarity, I will refer to the professional practitioners as lecturer A, B and C. 

What?
 I have observed three lecturers within an art college, each with specialist areas; three-dimensional design, fashion textiles and visual communication. I have chosen these areas to observe, despite all three categorized under the broad subject of art, there is different styles and methods to teach the same subject; that the practice is ‘varied’ (Hickman, 2004, p.5) therefore, it will be beneficial to reflect upon each teaching style to develop my own. The following text has been listed into subheadings Observation One; Two and Three, comparing the observations to reflect on each practitioner. 

Observation One

 My first observation was with the three-dimensional design group that consisted of six learners, the lesson began with an introduction to the project titled ‘On Your Marks’ using the digital teaching tool of PowerPoint. The first two slides on the presentation had contained clear aims with readable text; to use the materials and objects to create scale in a three-dimensional concept. The duration of the PowerPoint lasted for thirty minutes with the remaining hour and a half consisted of practical work with experimentation and one to one support from the lecturer. The following slides contained names of five artists with imagery, with the final slides showing a schedule for the week. the delivery of the presentation had shown a timely flow of body language and comprehensible speech, the didactic teaching style is present with giving an instructional base for the learners in an authoritative way (Jarvis, 2006, p.76). Question topics aimed at the students were on knowledge of the artists shown and if they have done 3D artwork before. Two out of the six learners answered questions, however generally the group was quiet; this is not to say that the learners were not engaged but being a new specialism where they may not have previously explored makes it appropriate for them to expand and develop this experience of working in a new medium which was to be the achieved outcome. The promotion of sustainability was introduced into the presentation for the learners to consider how they would be sourcing the material, what they are going to construct will be beneficial for the environment shows awareness to the professional standards of sustainability (Educators Wales, 2023). 

 Once the presentation was completed and the learners were given matchboxes, lecturer A brought out materials and objects for them to deconstruct, one to one discussions focused on the well being of the students, for example “how are you feeling about the project?” The question is aimed at the learner in a caring approach, no interruptions and active listening. This helps the learner feel heard and comfortable in line with professional standards of demonstrating commitment and respect. In addition to this, lecturer A gathered more material for the learners which shows the professional standard of commitment and inclusivity (Educators Wales, 2023). It was noticed that the learners were more open to lecturer A in the one to one discussion about the project and were more actively asking questions; although initially the didactic teaching style was at the beginning of the lesson, the one to one had mentor teaching elements which appeared to be advantageous with more openness from the learner to the teacher (Reece & Walker, 2007, p.134). From this, the learners began experimenting with different objects and began creating pieces of work.

Observation Two 

 The second observation with the same group which after completing the first week of three dimensional design, proceeded into the fashion textiles area using the same title ‘On Your Marks’. Similar to Observation One, the lesson began with a PowerPoint lecture with the remaining hour for the learners to familiarize with fabrics and the heat press machine. The delivery of the presentation appeared fast paced, but this could be due to the amount of researched artists in the presentation, there needed to be more time to cover the content. Lecturer B asked two questions in the presentation which were asking the learners if they knew the artists shown and how they could continue from the previous project to implement it into the textile area, on the topic of sustainability they had shown contextual research of recycled fashion and materials to the students similar to lecturer A. It was noted that when lecturer B was asking questions, none of the learners answered, despite this, they proceeded on with the presentation in place of encouraging an answer. Again, this could be the result of time constraints to cover the lesson; it may not have been a priority in the moment, however according to Reece & Walker (2007, p.282) questioning techniques such as pose pause and pounce could have a more effective response by bringing participation. The final slides of the PowerPoint had exemplary final pieces of fabric for the learners to get inspiration. From this, the learners were instructed with the ten pieces of fabric to create a book cover, to create designs using dyes and heat press the materials. 

Once the presentation ended, lecturer B lead the students to the heat press and supplied fabric samples. The lecturer then demonstrated on how to safely use the heat press; with lecturer B observing them using the machine and once the learners had a grasp of how to use it, they then were advised to use the machine one at a a time. In line with professional standards, this had shown responsibility and safety towards the learners to mitigate any issues (Educators Wales, 2023). Similar to observation 1, lecturer B had provided more fabric dye for the learners to experiment on the paper making patterns to then placing the fabric over and press into the machine. The one to one discussions focused on what type of pattern making the students were going to do, advised how to change the patterns such as making a collage with the designs or using different coloured inks. Professional standards of maintaining up to date knowledge is present with the wide variety of research in the lesson to cater to the learner's own knowledge and experience which can aid in grasping the concepts. Lecturer B sat down with some students asking about their designs and suggested further artists research which was useful as some of the students were not sure where to start, by sharing ideas encouraged them to expand their thinking which successfully they were able to share with the lecturer their thoughts on what they wanted to do for the project. 

Observation Three

The last observation undertaken was with the visual communication group, the same learners who were into the third week of the module ‘On Your Marks’. For the duration of the two hour lesson, lecturer C presented with Powerpoint, compared with the previous two observations, it was shown to be more of a Socratic teaching style where the lesson was question and discussions which can aid with engagement and development of thinking and social skills (Gregson & Duncan, 2015, p. 308). The content of the PowerPoint lesson did not show aims or objectives but began with the statement by an artist ‘don’t mistake legibility for communication’, lecturer C asked the group their thoughts of what the statement meant. The lecturer then used the pose, pause and pounce method by selecting individuals to give an answer. The learner that was chosen was unsure and seemed anxious to answer by their body language, this prompted a further question by lecturer C to break down the statement. This was useful to simplify the question and can help communication skills (Reece & Walker, 2007, p.285), however the learner was still unsure and guessed the answer. To refer back to Reece and Walker, the method may not be an effective strategy for all learners as some may not be as confident as others and they may be dissuaded in future engagement. 

As the lesson proceeded, lecturer C explained how the statement could link into the project for the learners to consider, which followed with a question asking their knowledge of visual communication. More students began answering and discussing amongst each other; the mature learners in the group contributed more to discussion and expanding answers which lengthened the lesson, sharing life experiences gave knowledge to the younger learners that also aided in understanding the concepts (Reece & Walker, 2007, p.90). Lecturer C informed the group to remember the statement and that it would be revisited again, this can add to the new learning which can be compared with spiral learning concepts from Bruner’s constructivist theory (Coles, 2004, p.52). The following topic shown in the presentation was the art movement of Bauhaus, the slides shown images of the artwork and the name of the artists, there was not much context within the slides, however lecturer C was able to speak about each artist with sound knowledge of the work. Another question was asked what the artwork was communicating, the work comprised of shapes and symbols which got the learners to critically think in a subjective way, that their opinion was not right or wrong but to engage and contribute to the lesson. One of the learners from their facial expressions did not agree with the lecture and made a remark to the work being ‘stupid’, lecturer C then challenged the learner by asking further question of why they had thought this way. Referring to the professional standards by demonstrating commitment to learners, along with showing dignity courtesy and respecting the learner’s opinions being aware that the situation could escalate, in response lecturer C took into account the feelings of the learner, diffused the situation providing them space to explain in a rational way. Positively, in reacting this way lecturer C also ensured that the motivation of the other learners was not negatively affected (Educators Wales, 2023). The last slides in the presentation shown the schedule for the week similar to observation 1, the lesson concluded with the lecturer advising the learners to do research for the following day. 


So What? 

 With comparing the three professionals, all three used PowerPoint to present their lessons, which was effective in providing clear points and structure (Gregson & Duncan, 2015, p.188-89). However, each had a slightly different approach; Lecturer A included lesson aims and presented fewer artists than Lecturer B, while Lecturer C did not provide aims and listed fewer artists but instead explained concepts verbally rather than reading from the slides. Each professional had good flow of speech and comprehension when delivering the lesson, Lecturer A’s timing seemed to be more focused for the students to have a practical activity. In contrast, Lecturer B was more fast paced when delivering the presentation, however they had more content to cover whilst also getting the students to do a practical activity. Lecturer C had the same amount of content as Lecturer A but due to the theory and discussion element to the lesson went on for longer than expected, they improvised and postponed the practical activity for the following day, as mentioned in Reece & Walker (2007, p.9) to ‘always be prepared for any eventuality’ which was what Lecturer C successfully did. 

From researching learning styles, Honey and Mumford’s descriptors of activist and pragmatist would be productive through Lecturer A and B’s ways of teaching, whilst a theorist may be more suited to Lecturer C teaching style as it is more logically complex way of problem solving than practical hands on approach of learning (Coles, 2004, p.53). Interestingly, Lecturer A’s group appeared to be the most productive, with about half of the students able to start their projects independently after receiving one-on-one support. Those who received support seemed more confident in their concepts. This approach of checking in with students about both their project and general well-being aligns with Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, where ensuring basic needs are met to reach self actualisation fosters better learning outcomes (Reece & Walker, 2007, p.77). Further to this, the group may prefer to learn in a “hands-on” way to fulfil a satisfiable sensory experience and engagement with materials (Hickman, 2000, p.126). Finally, all professionals applied and aligned to at least three Educators Wales (2023) professional standards in their lessons; all had shown high knowledge of their specialism, demonstrated commitment to the learners and their learning in forms of individual support and advice, to promoting sustainability awareness. By having standards, it ‘creates effective and stimulating opportunities for learning’ (Reece &Walker, 2007, p.388).

What Now? 
 Learning from these observations, there are many elements I will adapt into own practice, their teachings have been admirable with providing effective support and learning to the groups. Most specifically, the experience has shown me the importance of checking in with students ensuring support is in place, as this could help create build effective relationships along with identifying support needs for the learner (Reece & Walker, 2007, p. 397). To be fully up to date with subject knowledge is crucial for supporting learners in research and direction, as well as appearing more professional in practice will be something I will work towards to, it will also help with my confidence that could help with structuring questions effectively, to challenge behaviour by relaying correct information and redirecting the students in positive way. Further, I plan to incorporate more sustainable methods into my teaching; promoting awareness and being environmentally efficient will set positive standards for my learners that they could adhere to in their lifestyles. A final note from the observations, none of the lecturers incorporated Welsh culture into their lessons, being a fluent Welsh speaker, I feel would be beneficial to the learning of the students who live in Wales who could use the culture into future prospects for their careers. Below I have created an action plan from the experience to help develop my practice, listing my targets of what I wish to improve on and the steps I will do to achieve it. 









	Targets
	What is the target 
	How will I measure that I am achieving the target
	What is needed to achieve the target
	Time frame 
	Review date 

	Professional practice
	To demonstrate dignity and respect and challenge behaviour with my learners 
	To be respectful towards my learners and listen to them. 
	I will create feedback forms for the learners to see where I can improve.
	15/03/2025
	15/01/2025

	Professional practice
	To be fully up to date with my subject knowledge 
	I will commit to reading books once a week relevant to my subjects, actively seek out current events that could be useful to the learners. 
	Using online resources and signing up to events, along with utilising the university library.
	15/03/2025
	15/01/2025

	Professional practice
	To provide support to my learners 
	I will ensure to do one to one with the learners within lessons I am self directing, I can also create feedback forms for the learners to complete. 
	I will create feedback forms, I will also sign up to relevant courses such as mental health awareness and wellbeing courses.
	15/03/2025
	15/01/2025

	Professional practice 
	To promote sustainability in lessons
	I will bring environmental awareness into my lessons and promote recycling and reuse of art materials where possible 
	Actively reading contemporary and credible sources to obtain reliable  information, sign post students to sustainable sources online through lessons. 
	15/03/2025
	15/01/2025

	Professional practice 
	To promote Welsh culture 
	I will create bilingual lessons for the learners, actively seek out welsh speakers and converse in the medium of Welsh, I will also incorporate Welsh artists and resources into the lessons. 
	To actively seek out learners who are fluent and speak Welsh to them, include welsh artists into lessons.
	Ongoing 
	15/01/2025



Overall, the observations were a valuable and enjoyable experience that I feel has helped me realise what I will need to improve on my practice which I will further develop as my teaching course progresses. 

Word count: 2710





References:
Coles, A. (ed.) (2004) Teaching in Post-Compulsory Education. Oxon: David Fulton Publishers. pp.52-53.
Educators Wales (2023) Professional Standards. Available at: https://educators.wales/professional-standards (Accessed: 14/11/ 2024).

Gregson, M. Hillier, Y. (2015) Reflective Teaching in Further, Adult and Vocational Education. 4th ed. London: Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. pp.188-89, 308.
Hickman, R. (ed.) (2004) Art Education, 11-18. 2nd ed. York: Continuum International Publishing Group. Pp.5, 126.
Jarvis, P. (2006) The Theory & Practices of Teaching. 2nd ed. Oxon: Routledge Taylor and Francis Group. Pp.76. Available at: https://oldmis.kp.ac.rw/admin/admin_panel/kp_lms/files/digital/Core%20Books/Core%20Books%20in%20Education/E106_%20Principles%20&%20Practice%20of%20Teaching%20[Peter%20Jarvis]%20The%20Theory%20and%20Practice%20of%20Teaching%20(BookFi).pdf#page=43 (Accessed 14/11/2024).
Reece, I. Walker, S. (2007) Teaching, Training & Learning. 6th ed. Tyne and Wear: Business Education Publishers Limited. pp.9, 77,90, 282-85, 388, 397.












Teacher Observation Form 

[image: Picture 1]

	Teacher
	Lecturer A

	Date
	
30/09/2024

	Group
	
Foundation Group Art and Design 3D Design 

	Topic/Context
	3D Group theme titled ‘Scale’
Students were introduced into 3D design and ways they can utilize materials. Each student were given matchboxes containing small items to work as inspiration or idea for a concept that could be made for use or artwork. 
Duration: 2 hours (30 minutes of PowerPoint presentation with theory, 1 hour and 30 minutes of practical experimentation with one to one discussion and assistance.)

	Notes on the lesson:

	








	•The lecturer began the lesson with a PowerPoint presentation of different artists relating to scale and shown different ways of making 3D objects with a wide variety of material, the lecturer had a good flow with speech and was coherent, asking open questions to the students, the students did voluntarily answer questions which the lecturer was then linking thought to the theory on the presentation. The lecturer positioned herself forward facing sat amongst the group so she can be seen and heard clearly, the PowerPoint slides was readable with minimal body of text.
· The lecturer included a sub topic of sustainability with artists creating environmentally friendly artwork for the students to get inspiration for if they were to create work concerning climate issues and upcycled material. The presentation lasted for 30 minutes and the students were then given match boxes to choose with different objects inside. 
· The lecturer instructed the group with the materials provided to create a piece of art using scale, the students began experimenting with different material whilst the lecturer was doing one to one discussion with individuals in the group.  During one to ones the lecturer was very supportive of the individual students choice and was encouraging creativity by suggesting ideas from speaking to students on their thoughts on the project, then assisting with piecing objects together with glue and tape. In addition to this, the lecturer went to the other classrooms to get material for students if requested such as glass and fabrics from the workshops.

	What I have learned:

	








	I feel I have learned a different way of approaching a lesson whereby the teaching is practical based more than getting the students reading from a PowerPoint and research within the lesson. This type of lesson would be suitable for those who learn in an activist way of going straight into the project. The use of sustainability was suitable for the topic of 3D creating for the students to reuse old materials and objects and up cycling showing awareness to the students surroundings. Going forward, this will be something for me to consider for my future lessons especially in art in how I can inform my future students on being more sustainable. Lastly, I learned that as a teacher to be of assistance and listening to the students is important for their development of understanding of the project; without the one to one the lecturer were giving to individual students, many would have struggled with starting the brief and knowing what they wanted to do. 



	Targets to improve my own practice (mapped to professional standards):

	· Demonstrate commitment to learners, their learning, safety and well-being.
· Build positive and collaborative relationships 
· Demonstrate dignity, courtesy and respect towards others. 

•Demonstrate a commitment to sustainability 

	I will support and inspire my learners through giving assistance, similar to this observation,  going around the room to do one to one support to ask if they are okay and if they need support/ any concerns, I will also consider asking questions in the duration of the lesson to ensure well being is met before proceeding. 
Listening to the learners and respecting their ideas and opinions during lessons and one to one support to make them feel safe and comfortable.



My future lesson planning will factor in the awareness of sustainability for the learners to be aware on the use of art materials and not waste paper, likewise with the observed lesson to inspire my learners with well known sustainable artists for the learners to get inspiration.




















[bookmark: _Hlk182494425]Teacher Observation Form 

[image: Picture 1]

	Teacher
	Lecturer B

	Date
	07/10/2024

	Group
	Foundation Group Art and Design Textiles 

	Topic/Context
	On Your Marks introduction to textiles - 
Students were instructed to start with 10 samples of fabric demonstrating different methods of textile making and choose a specific one to carry through to the end of the week.
Duration of the lesson:  2 hours (1 hour theory, artists and PowerPoint, 1 hour student starting project and developing ideas) with remainder of the lesson one to one discussions.


	Notes on the lesson:

	. 







	· The lecturer was very explanatory during the delivery of the presentation with clear objectives of the lesson, good flow of speech and encouraged the student to relate the shown examples to their own project; all the of the students were given the same brief and artists from the PowerPoint. It was noted that one of the students had limited mobility therefore the lecturer altered the lesson to be inclusive by showing the presentation in the same room as doing the experimentation.
· PowerPoint delivery is really well designed with the use of imagery and a good amount of text being visible and easy to read. The students were given a variety of artists to which they can do further research.
· One or two questions asked to the students; asking if they know the artists shown which I felt was good for engagement however the students were quiet therefore the lecturer continued regardless if the students answered anything during the lesson. 
· The lecturer has shown a variety of approaches of textile making from 2D to 3D performative pieces through fabric, after the PowerPoint the lecturer sat in the group and shown examples of fabrics and introduced fabric press method. The fabrics that will be pressed will turn into a fabric book to give a function to
the art work. 
• The lecturer also did one to ones with students for their ideas of what design they will make on the fabric. The lecturer gave a demonstration of the fabric press and supervised the students using the machine, good consideration of health and safety.


	What I have learned: 
	

	








	From the observation I have learned that compared with the first observation how a practitioner approaches teaching differently; namely that practitioner one was more into doing the practical aspect of the lesson by getting students to familiarise with different material and objects and giving them free roam to explore earlier on with a more brief PowerPoint. This lesson had shown to be more equal with a longer PowerPoint presentation and time after the presentation for the students to to observe and experiment with different fabric and inks to do the heat press. Equal time can be useful for students who may be unsure on what is asked by showing more examples that can give ideas inspiration for their work, with the lecturer giving one to one discussion to the students it would be beneficial for any clarification needed done privately especially to those who are not confident.  

I have also learned that there was a lot of commitment from the lecturer to deliver a long presentation that was thoughtfully produced and the appreciation of how knowledgable the lecturer was with her subject specifically in one to one discussions to be able to suggests from a wide range of artists work. It is lastly to be noted how well the lecturer handled awkward situations by filling in with knowledge about specific work or artists to get the students to familiarise themselves and link it to ideas for their own project. The lecturer is very aware of her responsibilities for the group which was evident by informing them of health and safety when using the heat press machine along with being of assistance to students with the fabrics which is what I will be considering for future lessons. 

	Targets to improve my own practice (mapped to professional standards):

	· Demonstrate commitment to learners, their learning, safety and well-being.
· Demonstrate a commitment to sustainability 
· Maintain up to date knowledge of my subject area and how best to teach them.


	future lesson planning will factor in the awareness of students safety and risk assessments especially around hazardous material or machinery. To be aware of sustainability for the learners use art materials sensibly and not waste paper, again with previous observed lesson to inspire my learners with well known sustainable artists for the learners to get inspiration and sign post to relevant and credible sources. I will also keep to date my knowledge of subjects by committing to reading books and relevant sources.
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	Teacher
	Lecturer C

	Date
	14/10/2024

	Group
	Foundation Group Art and Design Visual Communication 



	Topic/Context
	 On Your Marks introduction to Visual Communication. 
The students were introduced to the subject of visual communication and instructed to create a piece of work from provided material to illustrate communication and legibility inspired by three chosen artists by the end of the week. 
Duration of the lesson: 2 hours. The lesson was PowerPoint presentation with theory and discussion.

	Notes on the lesson:

	








	· The lecturer gave a relaxed approach with body language by sitting in a table with the students, there was good flow and appropriate sound of speech which was helpful as the room was shared with another lesson. The beginning of the lesson the PowerPoint began with the statement “don’t mistake legibility for communication” by the artist David Carson and asked the group what it meant, this got the students to critically think by asking questions for discussion; despite the students not voluntarily answering the lecturer began asking the students individually regardless if the answers were correct, it encouraged discussion and explanation of the students choice of answering. 
· The following slides were shown with art movements such as Bauhaus which, again students were asked of their knowledge individually. The first hour mainly comprised of question and discussion of the theme Bauhaus and artists work to gain a level of understanding of the topic, it was noticed some discussions were longer which resulted in the drawing exercise that was initially planned for the lesson to be postponed for the following day. 
· It was also noted that some students did not understand the meaning behind some of the artwork and saying although in a joking manner that it was “stupid” by doing so the lecturer corrected and questioned their thoughts on why they thought this way which was good to challenge. The remaining hour of the lesson was discussed on how the students could approach the project as similar to the previous groups all of the students had a week to create a piece with research for a group critique. 
· PowerPoint presentation was designed with the brief use of imagery with text heavy slides towards the end for instruction of the brief. The font and colour choice was black on white background making the text easy to read. 

	What I have learned:

	








	What I have taken from this observation was more of a firm style of teaching compared to the two observations; more direct to the students to make them think for themselves, although not so much practical activity based but more of the use of theory and critical thinking. I have learned that actively choosing students to answer questions gives a more honest answer in the sense that regardless of it being right or wrong the aim for the learners to participate and exchange information. It is to be kept in mind some learners may not feel confident or not be comfortable in this approach however it may be useful depending on the aim of the lesson. 

	Targets to improve my own practice (mapped to professional standards):

	· Demonstrate dignity, courtesy and respect towards others. 
· Demonstrate commitment to learners, their learning, safety and well-being.
· Maintain up to date knowledge of my subject area and how best to teach them.
· Promoting the culture of Welsh into lessons.

	
future lessons I will commit to doing one to one sessions with individuals as it was noticed that some of the learners didn’t understand the concepts in this observation, to prevent this from happening in the future to offer support or one to ones. Any challenging behaviour to be dealt with courteously and non disruptive to redirect by clarifying through questioning. From all three observed lessons I have noticed that there wasn’t any Welsh language or culture used, going forward I will ensure to place Welsh into my lesson from incidental words or phrases though bilingual teaching, introducing welsh artists.
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