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Part 1
In Iceland and other countries similar, they think it's really important that children spend some time playing outdoors. The government policies believe that outdoor learning is important for children. In the curriculum guidelines, outdoor learning is key to help children enjoy being outside. This is to encourage children to exercise, spend more time outside and to live a healthier lifestyle (Norodahl, 2013).
In Iceland, children are encouraged to play outside from as young as 1 years old up until they are 6 years old when they start school. Once in school the children are encouraged to play outside with friends during playtime, they are in school from age 6 to 16.  Teachers vary their outdoor teaching depending on the child and the school. In the capital of Iceland, Reyjavik, they do a lot more outdoor teaching than they used to and 70% of schools do regular outdoor teaching (Oladottir, 2008).

Part 2a
This essay will be giving further insight to Forest Schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network it says that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult's regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. Murray and O’Brien 2006. Some people are slightly concerned that children in school don’t get to go to woodlands and do outdoor learning like their parents did. This is because there is some concern that the children are at risk being outdoors and they can receive the same learning indoors. O’brien and Murray.  There is also research that tells us that if children don't participate in outdoor activities when they are young then they are less likely too when they grow up, this means they will miss out of the health benefits of the outdoors. Ward Thompson and Aspinall and Bell and others 2004.  This is because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment. The welsh government are encouraging teachers to do Forest School learning in their own schools, especially in foundation phase. 


Part 2b
· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
Referencing indicates a good understanding of the work or source you have read. By not including references it then becomes plagiarism this could result in being removed from your university course. As well as being removed from the course you are also failing to learn any information you have selected from the source.  Also, copying someone else's work is illegal, it is dishonest and is stealing someone else's idea or work. 
 
· You only have to reference when you use direct quotation?
This statement is false, you must reference your work when you use direct quotation but also, when you paraphrase. Although when you paraphrase it's not directly using someone else's words, you are using their idea and still need to reference it.  

· Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments?
Wikipedia isn't a good place to search for information for academic assignments because it's an unreliable source. Anyone with a Wikipedia account can add or remove information on the page, this means that the information on the page could be wrong. Also, even if the information is correct, it could have been written by several people with different styles of speech meaning it might not flow or make complete sense.

· Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide to explain a long quotation.

*First, you should copy and paste the quote where you want it in your document. Ensure the text starts on an empty line and should come after a colon.
*Next, you should remove the quotation marks around the text.
*You should now indent the whole quote from the left side of the page by ½ an inch.
*Make sure the text is distinct from the rest of your work.

· How can you conduct research for an academic assignment? Identify 5 sources you can use.

To begin your research for an academic assignment you should start my choosing a topic. You should then use a library to start gathering sources, it also helps if you can go to a library for your specific topic. This ensures you have access to more books you might need. You should look online to find some websites with useful and relevant information.  Once you have listed your potential sources ensure you look through them again and get rid of any that are unhelpful, irrelevant or don’t include enough information.  You should consider the credibility of the sources you have gathered, you can do this by researching who has written the information. The more experienced and knowledgeable they are in the field, the more credibility the source has. Examples of some reliable sources for academic study are Journals, Google Scholar, books, published reports and articles.


Part 3
Write a critical response to an article.

The Welsh Journal of Education.
The Welsh Journal Of Education was written by Emma Smith from the University of York and the title of the journal is "Schooled to Fail?". The topic of the text is the underachievement of students in school focusing in on Wales in comparison to England. It also focuses on exam results of Welsh students at the end of compulsory education. 
The main focus that is being used by the writer Is the comparison of grades from national tests in North East England and Wales. The results are obtained from tests at the end of compulsory schooling and focus closely on the performance of boys as well as girls. I think the authors intention throughout the article is to compare the results between Wales and North East England and to show the underachievement in the pupil's results. Smith chose to compare these two places as they are of similar size and similar earnings (average gross weekly earnings, average dwelling price) as well as economic activity rates. It also shows the comparison between male and female students. Smith states how low-achievement and under-achievement are often confused and has been for many years. One of the causes of the underachievement is the gap between male and female students increasing, the female students are achieving better results than the boys.
Within the article the size of the paragraphs varies, some are quite long and complex. However, the use of paragraphs throughout the journal does make it more appealing to read. The journal is well structured as it has clear subheadings such as an abstract, introduction, and several other informative subheadings. Within the journal Smith uses a lot of statistics to support her writing, displaying them in tables and graphs. She particularly displays figures comparing male and female results as well as comparing results from different years. 
The journal is intended for academic and general public reading and is very informative. The style of writing in the journal is fairly formal but still easy read. The journal is factual and therefore doesn’t contain any biased information. Smith showed all views of the argument without giving her opinion resulting in a non-biased journal. 
In conclusion, I believe that the teacher should ensure that all children are getting the help that they need and that this would possibly increase the grades of the students. I believe the gender of a child isn't a valid reason to potentially explain the exam results. As well as this I do think the comparison between Wales and North East England was fair as they are of similar size. I think that a factor which could possibly affect the comparison between the two places is the background of the children. Some of the children could be missing lessons or being late and missing important information due to outside factors. This would then make the gender of the child as well as the quality of teaching an unreliable answer for the underachievement. 
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