	Assessment Component 1 – Assignment, 1500 words

Students are required to compare and contrast two distinct types of work with young people, including addressing the principles, values and characteristics which underpin youth work practice.  Your assignment should be supported by wider reading, and linked to the Youth Work National Occupational Standards (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019).
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A good place to start with your assignment is to unpack the key components within the question itself, which I have highlighted here for you:

“Students are required to compare and contrast two distinct types of work with young people, including addressing the principles, values and characteristics which underpin youth work practice.  Your assignment should be supported by wider reading, and linked to the Youth Work National Occupational Standards (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019)”.



Therefore, you need to 
(1) consider the varied youth work contexts 
(2) focus upon two contexts, compare and contrast them, and explore how they address the principles, values and characteristics which underpin youth work
(3) support your assignment with wider reading
(4) link your assignment to the YW NOS

Some further points to consider:
Remember what we discussed in the Study Skills module in relation to the allocation of your word count: 

1500 Words
· Introduction: 150 words
· Main Body: 1200 words
· Split this into your different themes (for example 600 words for context 1, 600 words for context 2)
· Conclusion: 150 words
· Reference List

Use this word count guide to help focus your reading.
Remember that you need to support (back up) your observations with evidence from your reading.  You also need to consider how you can make links to the YW NOS.   Think of the Functional Map below:
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So, when you are discussing the principles, values and characteristics which underpin youth work, please remember to link to the NOS as well as to other wider reading. 

The subject specific learning outcomes that will be used to assess your work will be numbers 1, 3, 4 and 5, and are as follows:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the principles and practices of non-formal education, and of wider services who work with young people;
2. Understand how historical milestones have shaped current practice;
3. Illustrate the key policies which impact upon organisations and services that work with young people;
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the variety of contexts where youth work happens, and in wider services where young people are supported;
5. Organise their knowledge and learning through use of a range of information resources, and present their work appropriately.

Remember:
· Font:
· Arial or Times New Roman
· Size 12
· Double line space your work (apart from lengthier direct quotations)
· Justify your work (straight edge on the right margin as well as the left)
· Student number in your header
· Remember how to integrate your quotations (see study skills PowerPoint)
· Remember not to include too many direct quotations – paraphrase (remembering of course to reference)
· Do not use contractions (see study skills PowerPoint)
· Is not (isn’t)
· Could not (couldn’t)
· They are (they’re) 
· Consider your choice of words:
· But However; So Therefore
· Avoid lengthy sentences
· Thoroughly proof read your work – read your work aloud. This is a strategy which you may find useful
· Send your work to the DRAFT Turnitin section (you can do this up to 3 times) – this is such an important part of your drafting process.
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