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1. They set out from there in the summer, riding with
their guide, who served as groom for the camels. They had
abundant provisions, and as much as they needed, by the
gift of the king; the territory through which they traveled
was prosperous; and the villages received them with atten-
ton, as the leading camel had a gold chain on its brow to
tell those they met that the king was sending one of his
friends on their way.

2. As they approached the Caucasus,! they say that
they noticed the soil smelling sweeter, This range can be
considered as the origin of the Taurus that runs through
Armenia and Cilicia to Pamphylia and Mycale.? Here it
terminates at the sea that borders on Caria, and should be
considered the end of the Caucasus, and not its beginning,
as some say. The height of Mycale is not very great, while
the passes of the Caucasus are so elevated that they say the
sun grazes against them. By means of a second Taurus, the
Caucasus surrounds all of Scythia bordering on India, and
is about twenty thousand stadia in length: that is the extent
of the land enclosed within its angle. As for what is said
about the Taurus in our region, that it stretches beyond

! On the geographical references to India in this book, see
Introduction. 2 Mount Mycale, north of the Meander,
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Armenia, that was disbelieved for a long time, but now is
confirmed by the fact that leopards, as I know, are trapped
in the spice-bearing part of Pamphylia. They love these
spices, and inhaling their perfumes from far away they mi-
grate from Armenia through the mountains to the gum of
the storax tree, when the winds blow from that direction
and the trees produce their gum.?

They say that a female leopard was once captured in
Pamphylia with a collar around its neck, and this collar was
of gold and had written on it in gold letters, “King Arsaces
to the Nysian God.” Arsaces was king of Armenia at the
time,* and after capturing the leopard, I believe, he dedi-
cated it to Dionysus because of the beast’s size. (Dionysus
is called “the Nysian” after Nysa in India, both by the In-
dians and all the nations of the Orient.) For a while, this
animal could be yoked by humans, and allowed itself to
be touched and stroked by hand. When spring, however,
threw itinto a frenzy (a time when leopards too are subject
to sexual urges) it bounded off to the mountains lusting for
a male, still wearing its decoration, and was caught in the
lower Taurus, to which it been attracted by the spice. The
Caucasus is the limit of the Indian and Median territories,
but extends to the Red Sea by another arm.

3. The barbarians tell the same myths about the moun-
tain as the Greeks do in their poetry, that Prometheus was
bound there because of his kindness to man. Heracles (a

3 Storax (styrax officinalis) was valued both for its wood and its
resin, and was used mainly as incense. Galen (XIV 79) praises the
storax of Pamphylia for its medicinal qualities.

4 An Arsaces ruled Armenia briefly about the year 35 cE.
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different one, since they do not mean the Theban) was out-
raged, and shot the bird that was feeding on Prometheus’s
entrails. A cave is pointed out at the foot of the mountain
that they say is the one he was imprisoned in, and accord-
ing to Damis, the chains are attached to the rocks, and are
of a material not easy to make out. Others, however, say
that Prometheus was bound on the mountain’s summit.
This summit has two peaks, no less than a stade apart, and
he was allegedly tied with each of his hands on one of
them, so great was his size. The bird in question, the eagle,
is considered an enemy by those bordering the Caucasus,
and they set fire to any nests that the eagles make in the
crags by shooting fire-bearing arrows into them. They also
lay traps for them, claiming to avenge Prometheus, such a
hold does the myth have over them.

4. After crossing the Caucasus they say they saw people
four cubits tall, who were already rather black, and once
they had crossed the river Indus they saw others of five
cubits. As for the journey as far as this river, this is what
I have found worth noting. They were traveling in full
moonlight when they encountered a phantom, a vampire
that changed into this and that and yet was nonexistent,
Apollonius realized what it was, and himself rebuked the
vampire and told the others to do the same, since that
was the way to counter this attack. The vampire went off
gibbering like a ghost.

5. To cross the highest part of the mountain, they went
on foat, since it was precipitous. Apollonius put this ques-
tion to Damis. “Tell me, where were we yesterday?” “In
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the plain,” he replied. “And where are we today, Damis?”
“In the Caucasus,” he said, “unless I have forgotten who
I am.” “When were you lower down, then?” Apollonius
asked next, and the other said, “This question is not even
worth asking, since yesterday we were traveling through a
cleft of the earth, but today we are near heaven.” “You
think, then,” said Apollonius, “that yesterday’s journey was
below and today’s above?” “Of course,” replied Damis,
“unless I have gone mad.” “In what way,” said Apollonius,
“do you think our two paths differ from one another, then?
What is better for you yesterday than today?” “Yesterday,”
said Damis, “we were traveling where there were many
people, but today where there are few.” “Why, Damis,”
said Apollonius, “can you not turn out of the thoroughfares
in the city and walk where there are few people?” “I did
not mean that,” said Damis, “but rather that yesterday
we were traveling through villages and human habitation,
while today we are climbing some untrodden and sacred
region. You have heard our guide say that the barbarians
consider it the home of the gods.” As he said this, he looked
up at the peak of the mountain.

Bringing him back to the original question, Apollonius
said, “Is there anything, Damis, that you can claim to
have realized about the divine as you walk near heaven?”
“Nothing,” he replied. “Well,” said Apollonius, “when you
are standing on so large and sacred a platform, you should
express clearer notions about the heaven, the sun and the
moon. Perhaps you think you can touch them with a rod,
standing close to heaven here.” “What I knew about divin-
ity yesterday,” said Damis, “I know today too, and no new
belief about it has occurred to me yet.” “In that case,
Damis,” said Apollonius, “you are still below, and have got
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nothing from being up high, but are as far from heaven as
you were yesterday. So the question I put to you at first was
a reasonable one, though it seemed a ridiculous one to
ou.”

g “And yet,” said Damis, “T thought that I would be wiser 3
when I descended, Apollonius, having heard that Anaxag-
oras of Clazomenae observed the heavenly bodies from
Mimas in Ionia, as Thales of Miletus did from nearby
Mycale. Some people, they say, have used Pangaeus for
advanced study, and others Athos But though I have
climbed this mountain that is the highest of all, I shall
come down it none the wiser.” “Nor did they,” said Apol-
lonius. “Such vantage points show the heaven more bril-
Liant, the stars bigger, and the sun rising during the night,
but such things are evident to shepherds and goatherds
too. But how the Deity cares about the human race, and
how it loves to receive worship from it, what virtue is and
justice and chastity, all this Athos will not reveal to those
who climb it, nor will the famous Olympus so admired by
the poets, unless the soul discerns them. If it is pure and
unblemished when it apprehends them, in my opinion it
soars much higher than the Caucasus here.”

6. Once they had crossed the mountain, they began to
encounter men riding on elephants. These live between
the Caucasus and the river Cophen, destitutes who drive
this kind of herd. Some, however, rode on camels that are
used by the Indians for speed, and can go a thousand
stades a day without once bending their knees to rest. One

5 Mimas is a mountain enclosing the gulf of Smyrna, and Pan-
gaeus a mountain of Thrace,
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of the Indians rode up to them on such a camel, and asked
their guide where they were headed. When he heard the
purpose of their journey, he reported it to the herdsmen,
and with a shout of joy they invited the party to approach.
On their arrival, they offered them wine which they con-
trive to make from dates, honey from the same tree, and
steaks cut from lions and leopards that they had just flayed.
After accepting everything except the meat, the party
started off for India in an easterly direction.

7. They were having breakfast by a source of water, into
which Damis mixed some of the Indians’ wine, saying,
“This is your libation to Zeus the Savior, Apollonius, since
you have not drunk for a long time. I do not think you will
refuse this wine, as you do wine made from grapes.” So say-
ing he poured a libation, since he had mentioned Zeus.
Apollonius laughed and said, “We shun money too, do we
not, Damis?” “Yes indeed,” was the reply, “as you have
often demonstrated.” “Well,” said Apollonius, “let us agree
that we shun a gold or silver drachma, and are not tempted
by such a coin, although we see not just private citizens
gaping mmmn,.nﬂvﬁ kings too. Suppose then that someone
gave us a bronze coin as if it were silver, or a gold-plated
and counterfeit coin: are we going to accept that, when it is
not of the kind which most people are greedy for?

“Why, the Indians have coins of brass and black bronze,
with which all who come to the Indian region doubtless
have to buy everything, Well then, suppose these good
herdsmen offered us money, and you saw me refuse it:
surely you would not blame me, pointing out that the other

2 of Cob.: 0
3 <és> Conyb.
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is money of the kind which Rome or the Median king
strikes, but this is some different substance devised by
the Indians? And if you persuaded me in this case,5 what
would you think I was? Would you not think me an impos-
tor, who had abandoned philosophy more than cowardly
soldiers abandon their shields? However, if someone aban-
dons his shield, he can get another one not at all inferior to
the previous, so Archilochus thinks,” but there is no way
you can recover philosophy once you have dishonored and
jettisoned it. Moreover, Dionysus might pardon someone
for not being partial to any wine, but I am quite sure he will
be angry with me for preferring date wine to the kind
made from grapes, and will say I am insulting his own gift.
We are not far from the god, since you have heard our
guide saying that we are near Mount Nysa,® where I be-
lieve Dionysus performs many miracles,

“In addition, drunkenness does not come to people
only from grapes, but is intoxicating when derived from
dates too. We have met many Indians under the influence
of this wine, some dancing when they have fallen over, oth-
ers singing when they are nodding off, like those at home
who leave off drinking not when they should, but at night.
You show that you consider this liquid too to be wine when
you pour a libation of it to Zeus, and make all the prayers
that are proper over wine. Well, this is what I have to say in

6 Le., if you persuaded me to drink date wine.

7 Poet of the mid-sixth century from Paros, later colonist on
Thasos. He lost his shield fighting barbarians on the mainland op-
posite, and wrote a much-quoted poem which ended, “I'll get one
just as good right away.”

8 Usually referred to as a city, not a mountain.
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my own defense, Damis. I do not want to keep you or these
companions of ours from drinking, and I do not mind you
all eating meat as well, since I see that avoidance of such
things is of no advantage to you, while for me it leads to the
philosophic goal I have set myself from boyhood.” Damis
and the others accepted this argument and were glad to eat
their fill, thinking that more plentiful nourishment would
make their journey easier.

8. They themselves crossed the river Cophen in boats,
while the camels forded the water since the river is not at
all deep, and thus they arrived in the region ruled by the
king. Here Mount Nysa rises up, planted to its very peak
like Tmolos in Lydia, and since paths have been made for
the purpose of cultivation it can be climbed. After doing
so, they say they found a sanctuary of Dionysus, which the
god is said to have planted for himself with laurel trees
growing all around it. These take up enough ground to be
sufficient for a modest temple. He also trained ivy and
vines around the laurels, and among them he set up a
statue of himself, knowing that time would cause the trees
to grow together and make a kind of natural roof. This is
now so densely woven that no rain falls on the sanctuary
and no wind blows into it. There are pruning hooks, bas-
kets, and wine presses with their equipment in gold and
silver, all dedicated to Dionysus as if he was harvesting the
grapes. The statue looks like a youthful Indian, and is of
polished marble. When the god revels and shakes Nysa,
the cities beneath the mountain hear him and join in his
ecstasy.
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BOOK II

9. The Greeks have a different opinion from the Indi-
ans about this Dionysus, as the Indians do with each other.
We say that the Theban Dionysus traveled to India as a
general and an ecstatic, and our evidence includes the
dedication at Delphi, which is kept locked away in the
storehouses there. It is a disc of Indian silver with this
inscription: “Dionysus the son of Semele and Zeus after his
Indian victory to Apollo of Delphi.”

Among the Indians, those near the Caucasus and the
river Cophen say that this person was a visitor from Assyria
who knew about the deeds of the Theban. Those who live
in the region between the Indus and the Hydraotes and in
the land beyond, which extends as far as the river Ganges,
say that Dionysus was born the son of the river Indus. The
famous Theban, after paying him a visit, took up the thyr-
sus and went in for ecstatic rites. Claiming he was the son
of Zeus and had lived in his father’s thigh in order to reach
birth, the Theban discovered a mountain called Meros
(Thigh),® to which Nysa is adjacent and he planted it for
Dionysus with a slip of the vine he had brought from
Thebes.

Though it is said that Alexander’s revel took place here,
the inhabitants of Nysa deny that Alexander climbed the
mountain. He desired to, since he was ambitious and de-
voted to antiquity, but was afraid that the Macedonians,
not having seen vines for a long time, once they had come
across them would be overcome by regret for those of their
native land, and would feel a desire for wine after getting

9 An unidentified mountain near Nysa, on which Alexander
the Great had held a bacchic revel, according to some accounts.
Greek legend said that Zeus had kept the embryonic Dionysus in
his thigh.
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used to water. So he skirted Nysa after praying to Dionysus
and sacrificing in the foothills. I am aware that this account
of mine will displease some people, but those who were on
Alexander’s campaign falsified this part of it too. I by con-
trast am bound to the truth, and if those historians too had
honored it, they would not have deprived Alexander of this
additional praise. For rather than climbing the mountain
and holding revel, as they assert, it was a nobler act to
ensure the endurance of his army by not climbing it.

10. The crag called Aornos® is not far from Nysa, but
Damis claims not to have seen it, since it lay off their route
and their guide was afraid of diverging anywhere from
their forward path. He apparently heard, however, that
Alexander managed to take it, and it was so called not be-
cause it rises fifteen stades, since sacred birds can fly above
that level, but because there is a cleft at the summit of the
rock, and this sucks in the birds that fly over it. You can see
the same thing at Athens in the forecourt of the Parthe-
non,!! and in many parts of Phrygia and Lydia. This is the
feature which causes the crag both to be called and to be
“birdless.”

11. As they were approaching the Indus, they met a boy
about thirteen years old riding an elephant and beating the
animal. When they had got over their surprise at the sight,
Apollonius said, “What is the function of a good horse
rider, Damis?” “What else,” he replied, “than to sit on the

10 Aornos = “birdless,” the modem Pir-sar on the upper Indus,
taken by Alexander after fierce fighting,

11 Untrue: there was however a cleft under the Erechtheion,
and also a legend that Athena had banned crows from the Acro-
polis.
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