Examine how race and class have influenced youth offending patterns in the UK. 

Within criminology it has been brought to attention that there has been a corelation between youth offending and the criminal justice system. The age of criminal responsibility is 10 in England and Wales meaning that someone 10 years or older can be punished for the crimes that they have committed. Over the past few years there has been a tragic increase in youth offending in the UK. The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan’s City Hall analysis in December 2021 revealed some complex factors in people’s lives, homes and communities that could alter the likelihood of someone taking the wrong path and turning to violence. These included issues like poverty, inequality, high unemployment, school exclusions, poor mental health, and a lack of youth services (“Major Causes of Youth Crime in the UK”). Some Young people also commit crimes due to peer pressure or to fit in with their social groups resulting in youth offending becoming more common in groups of children (Franjić S. Why Youth People Commit Criminal Acts. SunText Rev Neurosci Psychol 1(1): 103). 
Children from certain ethnic groups especially Black children and young people are disproportionately likely to be victims of violence. Relative to their share of the population, Black children and young people are six times as likely to be victims of homicide. While Black children aged 10–17 make up 6% of the population, in 2023/24, they represented 10% of arrests, 15% of stop and searches and 24% of the monthly youth custody population. They are also five times more likely to be sentenced to custody for homicide and are more likely to self-report being involved in assault both as victims and perpetrators. White children make up 71% of 10–17-year-olds who are stopped and searched, 76% of those arrested and 72% of those cautioned or convicted for an offence. There are also other significantly over-represented groups, such as children growing up in poverty and children in care, which intersect with racial disproportionality (Youth Endowment Fund). Within communities even though people won't admit it there is this prejudice with ethnic groups of people, where people assume that ethnic people commit more crimes than white people, but statistics show that this is untrue. 
Various observations indicate that most of the youth are in crime because of poverty, which drove them into criminal acts for survival (Prior & Paris, 2005). People from lower income background may result in taking drugs therefore their children may see that as the norm as they've grown up therefore then resulting in them taking drugs and possibly getting arrested for doing so. Youth crime rates are also high in poor areas due to the challenges that young people in such areas may face. In areas with high crime rates, young people may have fewer opportunities, such as good schools, programs for young people, and employment opportunities, which may cause young people to think that they have fewer chances of succeeding in their lives. Poverty may also cause young people to have less supervision, as they may have been exposed to crime, which may have made crime look normal. In poor areas, the police presence is also high, which may cause crime to be reported. According to researchers in Criminology, youth crime rates in poor areas may have been caused by the combination of environmental factors (“Inequalities in Likelihood of Living in High-Crime Neighbourhoods”). 
[bookmark: _Int_ZRtVTBcx]The education system in low-income areas is also a cause of the increase in youth crime levels due to the lack of resources in the system. This is due to a lack of funds in the system, leading to a large number of children in the classrooms and a lack of activities for the children. This also means that the children in the system will not achieve well academically, leading to a high dropout rate. Once children realize that they will not achieve success in the future, they will resort to crime. This is also evident in the field of Criminology, where the education system is a major contributor to the reduction of youth crime, with a lack of education leading to youth crime (“Youth Crime, Inequality – and Why Schools Can Help to Break the Cycle”).
A lack of education can also mean that the individual does not have as many opportunities available to them, which could also increase the chances of youth crime. If young people have not had a good education, or have left school with limited qualifications, they may find that they have limited opportunities for good, well-paid jobs. This could cause frustration, and they may turn to crime as a way of making money or becoming popular. In the study of Criminology, it is often explained that if an individual does not have the opportunity for education and employment, they may be more likely to commit youth crime (Board).
[bookmark: _Int_XKCLNmYn]Having more education could lead to a better employment opportunity, which could reduce youth crime. When young people are given a good education and are able to obtain some qualifications, they will have a chance to obtain a well-paid and secure job. This will give them a chance to earn money legally and not get involved in any criminal activities. Education could also help young people learn some vital skills, such as problem-solving, responsibility, and decision-making. In Criminology, education is considered a protective factor that will help reduce the risk of youth crime by providing them with opportunities and encouraging them to make positive life choices (Machin).
Peer pressure may also play a major role in youth crime, as young people tend to be greatly affected by their peers and social circles. Teenagers may be forced to join certain groups and prove themselves to other young people, and this may cause some of them to participate in some of the crime they may not participate in alone. If the child's circle is involved in crime, they may end up seeing it as a necessary act to remain in their circle. This is also explained in the study of Criminology, whereby it is argued that human beings may be affected by the people they spend most of their time with (Kim and Fletcher).
Being exposed to criminal activities may also lead to an increased risk of youth offending, as the youth may start to view criminal activities as normal in the community. For instance, if a teenager is exposed to criminal activities such as the sale of narcotics, theft, and violence in the community, they may become desensitized to the activities and view them as a normal way of solving problems or accumulating wealth. In addition, the youth may also be exposed to criminal associates, which may lead them to become part of the criminal activities. In Criminology, this is also referred to as social learning, where behaviours and attitudes are learned from the surrounding environment (“Children Exposed to Poverty and Trauma More Likely to Offend as Adults | Edinburgh Law School”).
It is an agreed opinion among researchers in Criminology that both Class and Race play a role in influencing Youth Crime. Children belonging to lower socio-economic classes may be at a higher risk of being involved in crime due to factors such as poverty, inadequate living conditions, low educational standards, and fewer job opportunities, whereas ethnic minority youths may be subject to higher police scrutiny, stop-and-search policies, and other factors, which may influence crime rates as well. Many Researchers in Criminology believe that the combination of Class and Race, for example being under pressure and being under scrutiny, may lead to higher crime rates among certain classes of youth. Class and Race, as such, are not directly related to crime, although they may influence crime rates indirectly by being circumstantial and subject to other factors as well (Jadhav) (Tapia).
[bookmark: _Int_8KgnlTbr][bookmark: _Int_2fln4jC2]In conclusion, it is evident that both race and social class have an impact on the pattern of youth offending in the UK. While young people in lower socio-economic groups may experience disadvantages such as poverty, limited educational opportunities, and limited job prospects, these factors can increase the risk of crime. When legitimate opportunities are limited, some young people may feel excluded from mainstream success and may turn to illegal activities as a way to gain money, status, or a sense of belonging. In addition, growing up in disadvantaged areas can increase exposure to crime, which may normalise offending behaviour among some youths.
At the same time, racial disparities within the criminal justice system, including the methods used by the police in stopping and searching individuals, can influence the pattern of youth offending and how it is recorded. Some ethnic minority groups are more likely to come into contact with the police, which can affect official statistics and perceptions of youth crime. This suggests that differences in policing and wider social inequalities can shape the way youth offending appears across different groups.
According to researchers in Criminology, youth crime patterns cannot be explained by race or class alone. Instead, they are the result of a combination of social, economic, and institutional factors. Therefore, understanding youth offending requires looking at the broader context of inequality, opportunity, community conditions, and the responses of the criminal justice system. Addressing these wider issues may help reduce youth crime and create more equal opportunities for young people in the UK.
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