[bookmark: _8t69kgwmn43l]Hotel Panama the musical

[bookmark: _pb3zdf4exbh7]The Writing process

We begun the writing process by brainstorming different show ideas one being a musical about finding yourself and also we had another idea about a thriller murder mystery, although quite early on everyone settles on a rough idea of a show about a run down hotel after Holly mentioned one of her favourite shows, “Benidorm” : a show about a hotel where a bunch of British tourists enjoy a holiday in Solana Resort in Benidorm. Wikipedia. (2021). Benidorm (British TV series). [online] Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benidorm_(British_TV_series). Although to start I wasn't too happy with the decision which was my first faux pas in this process. But as it was a majority vote I was happy to settle on it and gave it a chance. From the get go ideas were flowing , there were talks about making a storyline up but keeping in theme of the famous characters and structure of benidorm storyline. We quickly decided after that we wanted to write our own characters to be able to know how to write characters which in my opinion was very valuable to know for future projects. My character i initially started with was named “Kandi Rosa” she was a bright and bubbly barmaid, who’s knowledgeable in everything to do with drinks and gossip, she is 21 years old from the manchester area. I chose to write this character the way I did was because I have been working behind bars for over a year in a successful nightclub , and how my childhood was influenced by Manchester as my dad is from Manchester. I had visited Manchester a lot and had relatives. So I thought to benefit acting as my character to put my knowledge to good use. But as characters were being made mine got cut. Which in reflection I should've fought for as I ended up with a character I didn't want to play.
When starting to write we wrote monologues. I wrote a really good one but because my boyfriend's car got broken into my notebook was stolen which set me back in the process. I enjoyed writing suspenseful and creepy monologues based on crime. I found these styles easier as I have studied criminology and know a lot of stories to do with the criminal world. 
The first thing we learned about was story structure and based it off our lead character we had decided on named Debbie Presdee.
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This is the hero’s journey structure we used to write the musical. I enjoyed using this structure as it was clear from start to finish and made it easy for me to follow and understand what the storyline needed to be successful and understandable.
The biggest problem i faced during the writing process was in fact the writing portion of the project, I am not confident in my writing abilities at all and it really knocked my confidence in the writing room, which looking back i shouldn't have let it happen but i was in a way intimidated by others skill and ability to write and my lack thereof. Once we decided on a storyline to follow we started fitting the characters into it , if we recap back to the character section of the writing process we know my character Kandi Rosa was cut therefore because of a classmate leaving university i was given their character, a child “Youtube” star who hunted ghosts with her brother. In all honesty I didn't like the character I was given, I felt the character was hard to write for as it is nothing at all like me , as I'm not a child and even though I believe in ghosts I tend to stay on the safe side and not agitate them so to put it. So from the get go that made the writing process a bit harder for me.
The first scene i wrote was scene 2 of the musical, which was the Busta Ghosts scene, a scene where we’re introduced to the characters Annie and Joshua who are 2 youtube “stars” (Annie aged 15, Josh aged 12) who found the hotel through a false advertisement online and had convinced their parents to go on holiday there (although we never see their parents) 
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The first scene I wrote was incredibly long and was even longer to read through, as we were writing a comedy I had a hard time writing jokes in and trying to make it funny as I had to make sure the language and comedy was in touch with mine and Dyfans characters , being as we were children. That was the hardest challenge for me in this project as I’m not a child anymore and my sense of humour is more mature, but I’m glad I got handed the challenge as I know it would be a good learning experience for myself. After reading the scene and receiving feedback I realised I needed to make the scene shorter and more coherent to the fact me and Dyfan were children. My next steps were writing scene 5 and editing scene 2.
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Although I do like this scene and how it's written , again it was far too long (somehow was longer than the first draft) . The jokes also were still not quite landing and that was a problem I needed to fix as Dyfan usually sat there while I wrote as he couldn't really be bothered. Because all the contextual points we thought we needed to discuss in the scene made it long so that was also another problem we needed to address. Llinos had also tasked us with writing scene 5 which was making me start to worry as I was worried about the content in our scenes.
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As you can read scene 5 wasn’t really needed and was a filler scene of sorts , with the way the musical was being written at a rapid pace we opted against scenes to fill time as the plot was way thicker than we thought it initially would be, therefore to combat this problem Llinos advised me to amalgamate scene 2 and 5 which was an amazing idea as themes and storyline spoken about in scene 5 didn't really matter when it came in the story and where. So we decided that was the proper way forward.
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I seem to have lost the copies in between editing but here is the final scene, it initially had more of the original structure i had written but after reading it over and over again i decided to re-write the amalgamated scene as there was something off about it i couldn't quite place my finger on. I decided to write a song for my and dylan's characters as I thought our characters weren’t very featured in the show and that we needed more “air time” of sorts, this happened due to a couple reasons. One being i felt the project wasn’t very collaborative as the same people tended to take over in turn those people writing most of the show and also because i feel like i wasn’t being supported much by dyfan as he usually sat there and just let me write when in actuality i needed his help to write for his character as i didnt know which choices he had made for his character as he failed to either tell me or do exactly that. But in the end I’m happy with how the scene turned out. Writing isn't my strongest suit and I find it extremely hard to write down exactly what I'm thinking. 
In reflection on the writing segment of the project i know i definitely would have done things a lot differently and looking back i wish i would’ve rose to the challenge instead of shutting myself off and panicking as i know writing isn't very strong for me, but i can’t not be proud of myself as it was a big hurdle for me to face , im mostly proud i was able to pull through and produce a scene on my own.

[bookmark: _t2cd3arcq2ea]The rehearsal process

Startin the rehearsal process for me was very exciting as I feel I am better when I can visualise the scene in my head and act it out in the space which usually sparks ideas for the scene and how it’ll play out. I was also excited to work on a show with our director Angharad Lee, for research she is held to a very high standard and is well known and praised in the Welsh theatre scene. I was excited to work with such a talented director and gain that experience.

From the get go it was challenging as we had written a very chaotic show and Angharad's vision with the show was to make it as chaotic and stylised as we could. I had never done any heavily stylised theatre so i was apprehensive going in as i was unsure what was waiting for me but also ecstatic to be able to gain the experience and a different view of stylised theatre and how it worked for me, in turn allowing me to work on several techniques to improve myself as an actor.

I really enjoyed how we used the space in the show and how we were using techniques that we had learned in our acting classes, this being viewpoints and gridwork. There was a certain area of the stage that was allocated a different part of the hotel and how they’d stick to that grid. This method aided me in being able to focus more as I knew solidly where the scene was played in and where, as I'm usually quite bad with chaos as it just makes me lose focus, fast. 

What I found enjoyable was how we used suitcases for the set. I believe it was an interesting vision which worked well and added to the chaos that we were portraying on stage. It was also a good opportunity to work alongside a moving set and it taught me valuable lessons on how to work with a moving set but also in a specific stylised way that added to the musical. It also taught me how to carry on even though there might be set malfunctions during a show.

In terms of myself in the rehearsal process, I believe I could've been more “in it” , because I'm not a big fan of the show and it’s naturesand my character not being my own. I sort of held back a bit and became detached during the rehearsal process. In turn making it harder for me to learn my dialogue and the songs, but in all fairness i do usually have a hard time learning lines as reading isn’t my strong point. This made me realise, in the industry there might be times where I'm in a show I don't particularly enjoy or I'm playing a character I don't enjoy but that doesn't mean I shouldn't give it any less effort etc. That lesson was very valuable and has heavily changed my mindset since. In terms of my and dyfans scenes I'm happy with the way they were directed, the stylistic choices seemed to be a good fit for our characters and made the scene more dynamic on stage and grabbed the audience's attention.
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[bookmark: _csteamk4p25h]Conclusion

In conclusion I believe everything went well in the show , although we were all ill. The show sold out and the audience feedback was good and what we were wanting. From start to finish this project has been a big personal challenge for me but I have learnt so many valuable lessons I am now able to apply to my future acting with other projects. If I could reverse time , yes, there are several things I would do differently, such as stand up for my ideas and put my foot down, and also make sure the project was more collaborative. All things taken into account , for a first time writer I am overjoyed with the outcome and I'm extremely grateful for the lessons and experiences I've gained.
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J- What?

A- Nothing, Just start recording

ANNIE GETS BACK IN LIFT

J- Aaaand action!

A- Have you or your family ever seen a spook or a ghost? Are you troubled by-

JOSHUA STARTS COUGHING PROFUSELY AND SPITS ON HER
ANNIE WIPES HER FACE

A- JOSHUA! OH.MY.FUCK. WHAT’S WRONG WITH YOU!?
JOSHUA PUFFING AN ASTHMA PUMP

J- It’s the frickin asthma Annie. I told you HE SAYS BREATHLESSLY
A- Language jojo. When did i ask though?

J- OK smartass. Last chance, come on

ANNIE GOES BACK INTO LIFT

J- Action

A-JUST TELL ME WHEN TO GO

J- JESUS CHRIST ANNIE ACTION

A- LANGUAGE!

LIFT OPENS

A- Are you troubled by strange noises in the middle of the night? Have you or your
family...

Olive slowly walks in

Ever seen a spook or a ghost?
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Joshua screams

J- RAT!

A- Joshua stop being such a wuss, it’s a mouse

Katerina- Come back little chef i need you for the recipes
Olive- What is going on?

J- We're Guste-

A- A fan?! Are you a fan?!

0O-1don’t know who you are...

J- Come on Annie

ANNIE GETTING PULLED AWAY

A- Remember to smash that like button and hit subscribe so you don't miss an episode
J- Shut the fuck up

A- LANGUAGE!
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[Scene 2

ANNIE WALKS OUT OF LIFT

A- Have you...Josh!?...Joshua!?

JOSHUA RUNS IN WITH MOUTHFUL OF FOOD
J- Sorry i was at the buffet

A-you pillock , I'm not asking much, just eat it quickly
J-ill cho-

ANNIE GETS BACK IN LIFT

A- Have you or your family ever seen a spook or a ghost? Are you troubled by-

JOSHUA STARTS choking AND SPITS ON HER
ANNIE WIPES HER FACE

A- JOSHUA! YOU MUPPET. WHAT’S WRONG WITH YOU!?
JOSHUA choking on a piece of food

J- You made me eat too fast

A- oh sod off you wet wipe

J-_Jesus someone’s on her period
ANNIE GOES BACK INTO LIFT

J- Action
A- JUST TELL ME WHEN TO GO
J- JESUS CHRIST ANNIE ACTION

A- LANGUAGE!
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LIFT OPENS

A- Are you troubled by strange noises in the middle of the night? Have you or your
family...

Olive slowly walks in

Ever seen a spook or a ghost?

Joshua screams

J- RAT!

A- Joshua stop being such a wuss, it’s a mouse

Katerina- Come back little chef i need you for the recipes
Olive- What is going on?

J- We're Guste-

(ANNIE PUSHES JOSH WINDING HIM)

A- A fan?! Are you a fan?!

0O- 1 don’t know who you are... Is he okay?

J-_(cannot breathe)

A-he'll be fine

J- (motioning he cannot breathe)

A-you have an asthma pump for a reason jojo

J- breathlessly) no flies on you (takes a puff)

ANNIE GETTING PULLED AWAY

A- Remember to smash that like button and hit subscribe so you don't miss an episode

J- Shut the fuck up

A- LANGUAGE!
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A- Anyway next segment,start filming jo.
Here we are walking the hallowed halls of hotel Panama looking out for the ghostly
ghosts

J- CUT!

A- WHAT!

J- Ghostly ghosts?... is your reading age 6?
A- let me do my thing

J- ACTION!

A- Here we are walking the hallowed halls of hotel Panama, its currently 3... PM and no
sightings of the ghostly guests that inhabit this hotel of terror

J- keep going this is ghost dust

A- Ghost dust?

J- Yeah like gold dust...

ANNIE LOOKS LOST IN WHAT HE’S SAID
J- pevermind

A- We're nearing room 13 which has been their honeymoon suite, i wonder if they’re
using ghoul protection

ANNIE WAITS FOR THE JOKE TO LAND... IT DOESN’T
A- UNDER HER BREATH Okay tough crowd, they’re always satisfied because they’re

good at giving boo-jobs?
No?

J- Annie you're hardly ricky gervais.
A- anyway, Here it is the honeym-

THUDS OF KATERINA’S FOOTSTEPS ECHO THROUGH THE HALLS
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JOSHUA SCREAMS

A- CALM THE FUCK DOWN JOJO you better be recording. OMG GUYS A GHOST our
first sighting in this hotel.

KATERINA LETS OUT A GHOSTLY CALL

K- ALBREEECHTTTT! WHERE AREEEE YOUUUU?

JOSHUA SCREAMS AGAIN

A- Okay guys stuff is getting real right now

KATERINA’S FOOTSTEPS ECHO THROUGH THE HALLS AGAIN
J- ANNIE LIFT NOW

A-IFYOU'RE SCARED JUST SAY THAT

JOSHUA AND ANNIE RUN IN THE LIFT
LIFT DOOR CLOSES ANNIE PUSHES A BUTTON AND LIGHTS SHUT OFF

A- Youre joking.

J- We're stuck arent we

A- it seems so

J- Now would be a great time to tell you i'm claustrophobic
A- For fucks sake jojo.

J- Singsong Are you there god it’s me joshuaaaaaa

A- HELLO? THE LIFT IS BROKEN?

J- Singsong and i knowwww,

A- HEEEELPPPPP!!!!
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SCENE 5

JOSHUA AND ANNIE WALKING THE HALLS OF HOTEL PANAMA
A- Is it focused?

J- Yeah don’t worry, fully focused on your ugly mug

A- Ha ha, very funny ANNIE SAYS SARCASTICALLY

J - Action

A- Here we are walking the hallowed halls of hotel Panama looking out for the ghostly
ghosts

J- CUT!

A- WHAT!

J- Ghostly ghosts?... is your reading age 62 Or are you an aspiring Shane Dawson
A- Okay lay off. Don’t cancel me before the scandal

J- ACTION!

A- Here we are walking the hallowed halls of hotel Panama, its currently 3... PM and no
sightings of the ghostly guests that inhabit this hotel of terror

J- keep going this is ghost dust

A- Ghost dust?

J- Yeah like gold dust...

ANNIE LOOKS LOST IN WHAT HE’S SAID
J- nevermind

A- We're nearing room 69420 which has been their honeymoon suite, i wonder if they’re
using ghoul protection
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ANNIE WAITS FOR THE JOKE TO LAND... IT DOESN’T

A- UNDER HER BREATH Okay tough crowd, they’re always satisfied because they’re
good at giving boo-jobs?

No?

J- Annie you're hardly ricky gervais, I'd stop now before you get cancelled like him or
James charles’ chats with the kids he had

A- how do you?... nevermind. Here it is the honeym-

THUDS OF KATERINA’S FOOTSTEPS ECHO THROUGH THE HALLS
JOSHUA SCREAMS

A- CALM THE FUCK DOWN JOJO you better be recording. OMG GUYS A GHOST our
first sighting in this hotel.

KATERINA LETS OUT A GHOSTLY CALL

K- ALBREEECHTTTT! WHERE AREEEE YOUUUU?

JOSHUA SCREAMS AGAIN

A- Okay guys stuff is getting real right now fax no printer no cap

J- Brain rotted much?

A- Excuse me brev, of course not

J- Annie you're chronically online i wouldn’t be surprised

KATERINA’S FOOTSTEPS ECHO THROUGH THE HALLS AGAIN
J- ANNIE LIFT NOW

A- IF YOU’RE SCARED JUST SAY THAT

JOSHUA AND ANNIE RUN IN THE LIFT
LIFT DOOR CLOSES ANNIE PUSHES A BUTTON AND LIGHTS SHUT OFF
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A- Youre joking.

J- We're stuck arent we

A- it seems so

J- Now would be a great time to tell you im claustrophobic

A- For fucks sake jojo.
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Scene 2 - Buster Ghosts
*Music underscore to the scene - Tubular bells

(Annie walks out of the lift looking glamorous with makeup slapped on. She has a massive grin
on her face and is proud of herself. She looks around to make sure she is alone. She then walks
downstage.)

ANNIE: What's up guys and welcome to another episode Busta Ghost, The
spirit within us. Today we have a treat for you, we are here at
the Hotel Panama where it was advertised the notoriously famous
spirit Madge The rolling hag resides and today.....

JOSH: (Interrupting cluelessly) I thought she was just called Madge.
ANNIE: CUTTTTTT! You pillock i was exaggerating for the subscribes we
need to make the vids more you know..... (Over the top) Creepy
00000.
JOSH: More like cringy am i right or am i right? Can I get a high five?
(Lifts hand up to high five.)
ANNIE: (Looks him up and down with disgust) No. Right come on lets be

having ya, and ACTION!
SONG 3 - BUSTAGHOSTS - Nativity

BOTH: NO TIME TO WASTE

GOT THINGS TO DO

GHOSTS TO HUNT

LET’S GO AND PULL SOME CRAZY STUNTS

MADGE THE HAG

SHE DOESN'T SCARE US

BUSTA GHOSTS

GO SUBSCRIBE FOR YOUR SPOOKS YES,
SUBSCRIBE FOR YOUR GHOST, GHOULS, SPIRITS
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ANNIE: AND ME!

(Annie gets back in the lift)

ANNIE: (Exaggerated) Have you or your family ever witnessed any
paranormal activity and have wondered WHO it might be? We're
here to catch those ghosts on camera, live!

(Annie has intel on the table with string tied to bottom of item on a table, starts to shake it)

JOSH: OMG guys it's GHOOOST!!!!!!

ANNIE: Oh my gosh! Guys a real ghost

(Josh begins to unknowingly pan the camera to Annie’s hand shaking the string)

ANNIE: (Head in her hand and under her breath) oh fudge me man, joshua...

you are quite possibly the worst camera man I've ever worked
with. You imbecile (Pronounces it wrong)

JOSH: 1 thought it was imbecile.

ANNIE: well... your mum

JOSH: I thought we had the same one?

ANNIE: okay sandwich short of a picnic start recording

(josh points camera at annie)
ANNIE: So join us if you dare to investigate the haunted Hotel Panama!
(Olive slowly walks in. Something scarpers across the stage. Joshua screams)
JOSH: RAT!

OLIVE: What did you just call me?
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ANNIE: Well don't just stand there! Start filming Jo. (Beat) its
currently 3... PM and no sightings of the ghostly guests that inhabit
this hotel of terror.

JOSH: (Whisper-shouts) Keep going this is ghost dust!
ANNIE: We are nearing the club and quiz room. You could say the ghosts
are here for a BOOgie?
(Josh snickers)
ANNIE: Spooky squad, scream this video and comment down below how

boo-ring Josh is right now!!

JOSH: (whiny) 'm not being boo-ring

ANNIE: Anyway, here it is the Clu-
(Thuds of Katerina’s footsteps echo through the halls. Josh screams)

ANNIE: CALM DOWN YOU'LL SCARE IT AWAY! You better be recording.
GUYS IT'S A GHOST our first sighting in this hotel.

(Katerina makes a ghostly sound)
KATERINA: ALBREEECHTTTT! WHERE AREEEE YOUUUU?
ANNIE: MADGE!"! GUYS WE JUST CAUGHT THE INCREDIBLY FAMOUS
GHOST OF MADGE THE ROLLING HAG.
JOSH: I thought it was just madge?
ANNIE: (Snatches camera) Pleaaaaaase tell me you got that! (Annie turns the

camera around and realisses lens cap is on) OH MY FLI- (under her breath) I'm in my pony
paradise, I'm in my pony paradise, I'm in my pony paradise




image7.jpg
JOSH: ANNIE, LIFT NOW!
ANNIE: IF YOU'RE SCARED JUST SAY THAT

(Joshua and Annie run in the lift. The door closes and Annie pushes a button lift makes
clunking clanging machinery noises)

JOSH: We're stuck aren’t we?
ANNIE: I'll tell you what sherlock holmes... you're unbelievable
(They're silent)
JOSH: Hey Annie?
ANNIE: Yeah?
JOSH: Would you say now’s the right time to tell you I'm claustrophobic?
ANNIE: I'm in my pony palace, i'm in my pony palace, i'm in my pony palace

(Joshua groans and suddenly there’s another ghostly sound from Katerina)

A&J: HEEEELPPPPP!!!!
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Story structure

Hero's journey
Debbie

% Synopsis
eOrdinary day - usual stuff going on

eDebbie gets a call from inspection
company threatening to close down the
hotel after they received a call off
Garry Barlow complaining about the
standards etc.

eDebbie calls staff meeting in turn
causing the staff to break into an
outrage

eDebbie is then alerted that Peter
Andre is in the foyer requesting a
room, and gives her advice

ethis in turn kicking Debbie up the
arse and making her wanna improve the
hotel

einspector arrives and they'’ve just
had a complaint in the reception while
inspector is there about bedbugs , and
then Debbie receives a code brown at
the pool, but Roxanne and dawn come to
her aid to help quash them, but
albrecht is working against them

(He was sabotaging her by plotting the
attacks)
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eDebbie then gears the staff up for
the upcoming days by setting out tasks
for the staff and a clear structure
for them to follow

eDebbie finds out that albrecht has
been plotting against her this whole
time and they have a fight she ends up
throwing him in the pool and then
fired him inspector sees this and
threatens to close the hotel once and
for all

edebbie prevails and works the hardest
to keep the hotel open after finding a
message from her dead father which
motivates her that little bit to keep
going with all the staff backing her

eDebbie was waking in the hotel and
then she sees albrecht standing in the
doorway with the inspector behind him
in turn commencing the final battle
eafter it looks like albrecht has won
because debbie has passed out Debbie
emerges from the dirty washing in the
foyer by the maids , exposes albrecht
for all the attacks set on her

eIn turn making the inspector realise
that Debbie had nothing to do with the
things going on and rewards her the
star

C'est la Finit.
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Scene 2

ANNIE WALKS OUT OF LIFT

A- Have you...Josh!?...Joshua!?

JOSHUA RUNS IN WITH MOUTHFUL OF FOOD

J- Sorry i was at the buffet

A- For fucks sake Josh, I'm not asking much

J- Sorry, okay

ANNIE GETS BACK IN LIFT

A- Have you or your family ever... JOSH?!

J- What?

A- The camera? The smoke?

J- Wha?

ANNIE SAYS SARCASTICALLY

A- Where’s the thing that films and the thing that makes the smoke
J- With what budget Smelly?

A- ANNIE! Actually

HANDS JOSH A VAPE

A- there you go...

J- You can’t be serious! First of all I've got asthma and second of all 'm underage

A- Joshua...Does my face look bofered though? ANNIE SAYS UNDER HER
BREATH swear you're adopted




