Stelae K – An analysis 
This review is on a primary source from ancient Egypt, and will be about the boundary stela from the Amarna period (c.1352 – c.1336 BC)[footnoteRef:1] found at the site of ancient Akhetaten which was founded by the pharaoh Akhenaten to be his new capital city during his religious revolution. This religious revolution was to change Egypt from being a country that supported and worshipped many gods (Polytheism) to a country that worshipped only one. “… It’s founder, king Akhenaten, is often labelled the world’s first “monotheist”, having promoted a single solar god, the Aten, above the traditional gods of creation and kingship, and sometimes to their exclusion…”[footnoteRef:2]. With the founding of a new form of religion for the country, Akhenaten (formerly Amenhotep IV[footnoteRef:3])wanted to create a new capital city as well. So he moved the capital away from Thebes and into Akhetaten. “… he marked the boundaries of the city with a series of stelae … They depict the pharaoh, his wife Nefertiti and one or several of their daughters praying to the sun god, the Aten. The texts tells of the foundation and extension of the city.”[footnoteRef:4] We will be discussing Stelae K (as it is named in W. Murnane’s book) which has unfortunately experienced some degradation over time, meaning the 1st third of the text is all that has survived.  [1:  Gahlin, L. (2011). Gods, Rites, Rituals and Religion of Ancient Egypt. Leicestershire: Hermes House. Pg. 127]  [2:  Stevens, A. (2015). The Archaeology of Amarna. Oxford Handbooks Online. Pg. 1]  [3:  Gahlin, L. (2011). Gods, Rites, Rituals and Religion of Ancient Egypt. Leicestershire: Hermes House. Pg. 127]  [4:  Strudwick, H. (2006). The encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt. London: Amber Books Ltd. Pg. 215] 

The introduction 
In the opening paragraph of the stela, the god Aten is being acknowledged for all that has been done by it, this is done through the recital of all its titles and having time wished upon it “… long live the Good God …”[footnoteRef:5]. The text then goes on to introduce the king Akhenaten and how he “… who does useful things for the one who fashioned him …”[footnoteRef:6] and how the god Aten “… may he cause him (to exist) forever …”[footnoteRef:7]. This highlights the function of kingship, to follow out the needs of the one god Aten and as reward he would be gifted with eternal life. The stelae then goes on to give the titles and remarkable abilities and deeds done by Nefertiti, Akhenaten’s chief wife. The introduction of the stelae is remarkable because it highlights the importance of the triad, (of the Aten, Akhenaten and Nefertiti), in creating and upholding the needs of the world.  [5:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 73]  [6:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 73]  [7:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 73-74] 

Initial appearance and speech by the king 
The next section goes on to describe the arrival of Akhenaten in his new capital city (not yet built), and how “… A great oblation was presented to the Father, …”[footnoteRef:8]. The king then had all those needed to help build the city and talked about how they were to help him “… [Its …] is not known, (but) I found it widowed … It is the Aten, my [father], who advised me concerning it, (saying), ‘Behold, [fill] Akhet-Aten with provisions – a storehouse for everything!’ while my Father, HOR-ATEN, proclaimed to me, ‘It is to belong to my Person, to be Akhet-Aten continually forever.”[footnoteRef:9] The pharaoh then goes on to say “… whether belonging to my name] or belong to [her] name … the King’s Chief Wife …”[footnoteRef:10]. By proclaiming the building of the city as a divine request, Akhenaten is highlighting how the city must be completed or risk angering the god, and with Egypt now being monotheistic there is only the one. Also by saying it will belong to him or Nefertiti again highlights the importance of the triad.  [8:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 74]  [9:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 75]  [10:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 75] 

The courtiers reply 
The courtiers reply is obvious, they agree that the building of the capital city is essential. But they also go on to say “… You are the ruler … while he is the one who sets (things) in your heart at any place he wishes. He did not raise up any other king except for your person …”[footnoteRef:11]. By saying this the courtiers are re-iterating the concept that Akhenaten is the one king who has been divinely put on the throne, and so he is acting in accordance with and for the god Aten. Which is why he can collect “…  tax the towns and islands for him…”[footnoteRef:12]. [11:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 75 – 76 ]  [12:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 76] 

The decree
The final section goes on to talk about just how willing Akhenaten is to build the new capital city in honour of his father. He also explains “… I shall not go past the southern stela of Akhet-Aten toward the south, nor shall I go past the northern stela of Akhet-Aten downstream, in order to make Akhet-Aten for him there …”[footnoteRef:13]. Here the stela references itself, this is interesting because it highlights just how exact Akhenaten knew how he wanted Akhetaten to be built. This is then also evidenced by Akhenaten saying how he won’t be influenced by anyone, including his wife, on where Akhetaten was to be built. The pharaoh then goes on to say what shall be built within the city and what to do if he, his wife, or daughter should die outside the city limits. “… Then the entire land rejoiced, (being) on holiday [and making oblation] to the Aten, for one has allowed to make an end there, in Akhet-Aten, continually forever…”[footnoteRef:14]. This last section, unfortunately, is the most fragmented, meaning that a lot of what has been translated has had to be left blank or hesitantly translated. Meaning that there is some hesitance in fully trusting what has been translated.  [13:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 76 – 77 ]  [14:  Murnane, W. (1995). Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. Atlanta, Georgia: Scholars Press. Pg. 81] 


In conclusion, this stelae is very important when researching Amarna and Akhetaten. This is because it details and outlines the thinking, construction and reasoning behind the building of Akhetaten as the primary capital city for Akhenaten’s religious revolution. Such information is priceless, as we have seen part of it has already been lost. But to be able to have the stelae detailing the building of Akhetaten in Akhenaten’s own words is invaluable. And for such a period of time, that afterwards was purposefully left out of the history by the ancient Egyptians themselves. To have the contemporary words is remarkable and very useful in helping us too try and determine how Amarna worked. 
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