Loveplay Review

BBC Art’s own critic Eben Gidney travels back through time to witness how love has unfolded throughout the eras.

The time traveling production ‘Loveplay’, fully put together and run by UWTSD’s own 3rd year ‘Set Design and Construction’ and 3rd year ‘Acting’ students, is an exciting light comedy on the topics of love and sex throughout the ages. Starting during the Roman times in 64AD where it sets the stages location, upon which, every time zone after takes place, down to the present time 2022. A clever and well put together set with excellently accurate props and costumes to distinguish between each era, worn and used by an incredible selection of actors, you’d think this production were filling up theatres in the Westend!

As a member of the audience, the play intentionally makes you feel awkward as in multiple transitioning scenes the actors will stare at you, making you feel a part of the performance. The whole play in itself will also make you feel uncomfortable, and may even sadden your heart as you sit and observe how the act of sex has been used, abused and perverted for self-interest and pleasure, rather than an as an act of intimacy and beauty. Which I think sadly, the play portrays an accurate representation of how the world has viewed sex and love, and unfortunately how the world often sees them today.

Moving backstage we find a couple of interesting facts from some of the 3rd year ‘set design and production’ students on the design for the set. 
“The final thing wasn’t what we had planned it to be. The two side walls weren’t meant to be fixed but able to pivot from the corners in order to change the shape of the room for different scenes. But unfortunately due to running out of time to build the set, as it took longer than originally planned, we had to make the side walls permanently fixed.”
Time management and scheduling appropriately is of huge importance when it comes to producing a production. Though, even with the greatest time manager, things can still take longer than you’d imagine. This tends to happen more often than you would think. The designs frequently change and keep developing, even to the point where everything is all set up for the first performance, and there may be some small problem that needs fixing. This can be due to anything, the item might just be broken, or the director now seeing the set in place with the correct lighting might want to slightly change the colour of an object or wall. The production team will need to be able to adapt quickly and be prepared for any task thrown at them. 
As the head of the acting course Lynne Seymour put perfectly “You have to be able to adapt to change.”
Fortunately, due to the excellent craftmanship and skill of the set design students, they were able to adapt to this large issue in time, and come up with a solution that still gives the show what it needs without hindering it.

An excellent job well done by the 3rd year students and UWTSD. I wait in eager expectations to see their careers unfold.
