
Writing for/in/about Design



“Words began, in a sense, as 

magic”

Borges: This Craft of Verse 2000



“A book is a physical object in a world 

of physical objects. It is a set of dead 

symbols. And then the right reader 

comes along and words - or rather the 

poetry behind the words, for the words 

themselves are mere symbols - spring to 

life, and we have a resurrection of the 

word.”

Borges: This Craft of Verse 2000
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epistemological tension between theory + practice

text-based 
knowledge for 

purpose of 
validating / 
fortifying 
a belief

Monastic, 
truth-oriented 

knowledge

task-based 
knowledge that 

facilitates 
situated actions 
and judgments

Crafts-guilds, 
result-oriented 

knowledge



theory?

PRACTICE?



= Division

But how can 

language be 

part of 

designing



20-minute task: Think about a 

design object that you find very 

interesting. 

TASK 1 



What are the characteristics of 

the object?  



Map it in a set of relationships….Ask yourself…



Deconstruction 

What are your object’s characteristics?

(like the denotative level in Semiotics)

List them …

For example: 

What materials is it made of? 

What size is it? 

What texture does it have? 

What colour, or colours, is it?  

How is it constructed or made?



Deconstruction 



Relationships
(20-minute task) 

What are your object’s relationships to other aspects of 

the design?

(like the connotative level in Semiotics)

TASK 2 



Where 

does it 

come 

from? 

When was it 

designed? 

Who has it 

designed? 

Your 

design 

object 



Why are 

you drawn 

to this 

object?

What is your 

relationship 

to the 

object?

How might 

you change 

or improve  

the design?

Your 

design 

object 



What was 

happening 

at the time 

of its 

design? 

Did it arise 

out of any 

societal or 

theoretical 

ideology? 

What is the 

cultural 

context of 

your object? 

Your 

design 

object 



Who was 

the design 

made for? 

Who was 

the intended 

client/user? 

What is the 

ecological 

context? 

Your 

design 

object 



Your 

design 

object 

Mapping the 

context 

surrounding 

the object.



Your 

design 

object 

Mapping the 

relationships 

of the object.

A B

C

D



practical design makes sense in 4-D space



words make sense in a particular order

I designed this phone app in an eco context for this client



I designed this phone app in an eco context for this client

this 
phone 

for this 
client

I designed 



I designed this phone app in an eco context for this client

this 
phone 

for this 
client

I designed 
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B

D
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C
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Juxtapositioning
(20-minute task) 

 What happens when your object’s relationships to design 

keywords (design concerns) are mapped?

TASK 3 



• Find a design keyword and 
define it using two or three 
sources. 

• Choose a (one) natural, 
meaningful or designed 
object (provide an image). 
You can choose a different object at 
this stage if you like.

TASK 3 



• Link the word to the object 
and write about the 
following 4 perspectives:
a) The context of the object (its 

history, contemporary context, 
design context);

b) What the reader (your client) 
needs to know,

c) Your personal view point,

d) The view point from the context 
of your work and practice.

TASK 3 



Sustainability



Sustainability



What is the Context of the Orange 

How can we make orange production 

sustainable? 



What is the Context of the Orange 

How can we make orange production 

sustainable? 

http://www.fao.org/country-showcase/selected-product-detail/en/c/1287941/
https://www.trademap.org/Index.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1


Who wants to know about the Orange 

Be specific about your reader/ client. 



What do I think about Oranges? 

Be specific about your opinion - based 

on factual information rather than supposition. 



How can I design this better? 

Be specific about what could be done 

based on your research. 
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Mapping in sentences 

Orange + Sustainability 

• A-B What is the relationship between your personal self 

opinion (with research) of Orange/Sustainability to your 

design practice (with research)?

• A-C What is the relationship between your personal self 

opinion (with research) of Orange/Sustainability to your 

research about the context of Orange/Sustainability? 

• A-D What is the relationship between your personal self 

opinion (with research) of Orange/Sustainability to your 

understanding of the needs of the Reader or Client?



Mapping in sentences 

Orange + Sustainability 

• B-A What is the relationship between your design practice 

(with research) to your personal self opinion (with 

research) of Orange/Sustainability? 

• B-C What is the relationship between your design practice 

(with research your research about the context of 

Orange/Sustainability?

• B-D What is the relationship between your design practice 

(with research) to your understanding of the needs of the 

Reader or Client? 



Mapping in sentences 

Orange + Sustainability 

• C-A What is the relationship between your research about 

the context of Orange/Sustainability to your personal self 

opinion (with research) of Orange/Sustainability? 

• C-B What is the relationship between your research about 

the context of Orange/Sustainability to your design 

practice (with research)?

• C-D What is the relationship between your research about 

the context of Orange/Sustainability to your understanding 

of the needs of the Reader or Client? 



Mapping in sentences 

Orange + Sustainability 

• D-A What is the relationship between your understanding 

of the needs of the Reader or Client to your personal self 

opinion (with research) of Orange/Sustainability?

• D-B What is the relationship between your understanding 

of the needs of the Reader or Client to your design practice 

(with research)? 

• D-C What is the relationship between your understanding 

of the needs of the Reader or Client to your research about 

the context of Orange/Sustainability? 
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⑥
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TASK 3 

Have a go for next week
Bring a map of these 4 aspects as a starting 

point. 



Mapping in sentences 

What is the relationship between…

• A-B Personal Self – Practice?

• A-C Personal Self – Context? 

• A-D Personal Self – The Reader or client?

• B-A Practice – Personal Self?

• B-C Practice –Context?

• B-D Practice –The Reader or Client? 

• C-A Context – Personal Self?  

• C-B Context – Practice?

• C-D Context – The Reader or Client? 

• D-A The Reader or Client – Personal Self?

• D-B The Reader or Client –  Practice?

• D-C The Reader or Client – Context? 
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