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Millennium Centre Cardiff
 
Introduction
The Millennium Centre in Cardiff is one of the world’s most iconic arts and cultural destinations, it is home to one large theatre and two small shops with bars and restaurants. The architect who designed the Millennium Centre’s definitive version was Jonathan Adams. It took him 2 and half years to complete and it was completed in two phases, one in 2004 and the final phase in 2009 with the help of lottery funding money and from the National Assembly for Wales- (J., 2022). The building is ranked top ten in Cardiff for tourist attractions and was also nominated for the 2006 RIBA Stirling prize. The Millennium centre wanted to be something outstanding and recognizable, the sheet of copper at the front of the building was supposed to look like it was influenced by Southern down, but people have said it looks more like an “Armadillo” because of the shape that is all false information- (Anon., 2013). Many shows have been featured in the millennium centre like the school of rock musical and grease the musical which many people have praised the dramatic effect the building has on the musical; it also attracts over 1.6 million visitors and generates over £70 million from local businesses which sell their items in the centre to visitors- (Anon., 2013).  
Main Body
Design Philosophy
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Hadid Designed the first idea for the millennium centre in Cardiff which she won a competition n 1993- (Thomas, 2020). If she had won the competition, it would have been her first UK building- (J., 2022). Hadid's idea was to change Wales's culture in the way the Sydney opera house has done, but the project lacked support from the Glamorgan council and Cardiff council because they thought her design was “ugly and elitist to what they were looking for.” The project also lost funding from the UK national lottery because that was funding the Millennium stadium a couple of miles away from the
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Millennium centre. (J., 2022). The Millennium centre that Hadid put forward would have had much more of an impact than the centre now which is interesting because the building impacts the surrounding landscape. (IWA, 2016). The concept of the building is based off an expression of hierarchy between serviced and servicing spaces (how the building is being operated from inside to outside), Her design was unique and was not as harsh as the building there now and it was very thought out throughout the building itself from the outside responding to it surrounding buildings to the plain inside. The building had a similar layout to the building there because the building is there now, but the performance area was in the middle of the plan and then the other building like the shops and the food were situated around the sides. The section of the building shows the foyer areas are raised above the ground floor, and the auditorium and main rehearsal studio area are situated on this floor these areas are also accessible to the public- (Cardiff Bay Opera House, 2016).
 
Plans and Sections of the building
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The theatre inside the Millennium Centre accommodates 1,897 people and has a members’ lounge that holds about 140 visitors and has other rooms like the BBC Hoddinott Hall which has 350 seats. The letters at the front of the building open the interior of the building during the daytime which brings light into the forum area, at night the letters of the poem light up and can be read well distance away from the building itself, the letters read “In these stones horizons sing”. There 
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places to eat and relax in the centre, and underneath the words are seating where you can watch free entertainment or experience the feel of the building or just enjoy and apricate the architecture- (Anon., 2018). Inside the building, the colours as you walk through the front door give you a warm welcome feel and it does not in any way reflect the outside, there is a vast lounge area with a display of artwork that leads you to the theatre area, the colours of the display are pink and almost like a fashion show. The steel walls and timber stairs lead from the airy lobbies into the almost grotto-like theatre, and the seats are covered in wood-framed fabrics- (Glancey, 2004). The section of the building shows a cut through the building showing more rooms that are featured in the floor plans. The building itself is vastly different from Hadid’s building the performance area is situated at the back of the building and the other shops like the food court and shopping areas are at the front as you walk through the building. The big shell e.g., the Armadillo shell at the top of the building helps prominent from the wind getting side the building, while helping the building to ventilate naturally, heaters inside the building help to heat the building, and the building was praised for it is environmentally efficient building throughout Cardiff- (Lauren, 2022).
Is the building organic in the context of the landscape?
The Millennium centre is very modern compared to the surrounding buildings. The building does stand out from the landscape because of the big, sheeted copper at the front compared to the rest of the buildings that surround it, but it also does not fit into the landscape because you could put that building somewhere else and it would not have as much of an impact it has done to Cardiff, the building also looks like a vast whale washed up on Cardiff”-  (Glancey, 2004) On the other hand, the building also creates an important public space and can be used for performance areas, it is bursting with energy and wants people to be interested in it - (Fira- Landscape architecture and urban design, 2006). If the building balance with the landscape that surrounds the building it could have been much better, the development lacked design and it had an impact on the surrounding buildings, and the visual integrity that it gave was immensely powerful. Alternatively, where the building is positioned, it attracts tourism, and Cardiff Bay is where people go to have a stroll which then attracts the eye of the public- (J., 2022). The materials building is made from “sheeted copper” which Is false because the copper is actually painted on the copper and steel incorporated into the building would change colour with weathering, and the walls built from “Welsh slate” is imported from China which is bad for the public view because the building is trying to say all but most of the materials were from parts of Wales. The glass at the front of the building is 15cm thick and was cut and installed by Architectural glass from Swansea (Kwikform. RMD, 2005).
Conclusion 
In conclusion, the millennium centre is one of the weirdest buildings you could imagine, the building does miss lead the public because most of the material that the building is made from is fake, but it is made to give mixed feelings about the building which leaves people to question is it made in Wales, also the building from inside to outside gives a different feel overall because when you are there the building from the outside is daunting but when you are inside it also feels cozy and warm 
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and like It really belongs where it is placed. Overall, the building in a way connects the public because it has a public space at the front of the building which invites people from all over the world to come and entertain themselves outside too. The millennium centre is a very highly successful building even if it does not belong where it is located, the view could have been done a bit better because the building is a powerful building in its own remark. To summarise, Hadid’s building would have belonged to the landscape and would have been a bit softer to the surrounding buildings, whereas the millennium centre now is harsh to the other buildings but does draw your eyes to go and have a look and be intrigued by what it has to offer.
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