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	Cynllun Gweithgaredd
Activity Plan

	Activity:  Using paint inside sandwich bags to create shapes.


	Number of children: 3

	Age of children: 2
	Number of adults: 1

	Location:
Living room
	Preparation time: 20minutes
	Activity time: 11:00am

	Resources:
· Paints
· Shapes
· Bags
· Teddy bears


	Aim/s of activity:
My aim is to help the children develop their color and shapes. I am hoping the children learn through having fun.


	Links to outcomes: foundation phase -  Children develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of mathematics through oral, practical and play activities.




	Differentiation:
This activity can easily be adapted to suit each child, to make this activity a little more challenging the practitioner could give the children more choice of shapes rather than allowing them to only choose two shapes also with this you could ask the children questions about the shapes and colours to extend their development. If this task needed to be made a little easier the practitioner could just concentrate on one color and one shape at a time whilst maybe singing some songs with this the child might take in the information more.



	Health and safety:
The practitioner should ensure that the children don’t put any of the items in their mouths or put the objects over one and other.


	Role of adult/adults:
The adult’s role is to ensure the children can get the skills they need to learn and develop their knowledge within the activity.
Questions the practitioner could ask the children
· what items do you know that are in the shape of a circle?
· How many corners does a square have?
· What items can you think of that is the same color as the one you’ve chosen,


	The activity:

The activity begins with the children choosing the color paint they would like to use this way they are interested and including from the beginning.
The children are the ones who need to be enjoying as they will be learning knew skills without them even knowing that they are developing skills.
The practitioner will begin by setting the activity out and joining in and taking part by creating their own shapes. There are flash cards with shapes on where the children can choose from 2 shapes which one, they would like the two shapes on the flash cards are a Circle and a Square.
The children all can have the opportunity to be able to learn colours and shapes, the practitioner is also able to sing songs with the children whilst creating the shapes they then are able to gain language skills and social skills whilst joining in the group activity. 

Colored teddy bears, the second part to the activity is to match the teddy bears to the correct color paint bags this will then support the children by them using their problem-solving skills.









































Section one - Evaluation of the activity plan / A discussion of the range and diversity/ Hold the adult monitors and plans for children’s mathematical development.

Whilst evaluating the activity plan it seems although the activity would have worked very well the children gained new skills. The activity would have supported the children to concentrate and learn how to draw a shape in a different way by using paint inside a bag and using their finger to run over the outside of the bag. Learning through play is the best way to ensure the children are fully interested whilst learning. 
Maybe for the second part of the activity it would have been good practice to have an empty bag with no paint inside and some teddies that didn’t match to a color to allow the children to use their imagination to use the empty paint bag. Tucker (2014) states play is important for young children, it is a focus on their attention and stimulates their imagination.
Piaget (1958) states children can gain firsthand experiences by learning through play they are able to feel the shapes whilst creating them through the sandwich bags used. Children are gaining skills physically whilst developing their learning. 
Also, during the activity plan, it seems that the activity would have supported the children’s social skills whilst working as a part of a group with their peers. Children think they are just playing but the adult understands so much more of what is going on during group activities as the adult sees the children all communicating and through this, they are gaining social skills.
Bruner shares social constructive theories which highlight the significance of interaction with others. Play serves as a vehicle for socializing and its contexts enables children to learn about rules and friendships. (Bruner 1991) 
Children automatically play they can play by using their imagination with objects or without. During the evaluation I would like to suggest that the activity may have been able to have extra actives for the children to be able to do , maybe using the paint inside the bags first and then when they start to loose interest maybe open the bags and allow the children to feel the paint and then they would have the opportunity to gain extra skills such as sensory skills by feeling and touching real life objects. Maybe the children should have had more resources and have been given a choice to use paint or maybe use another object such as sand or shaving foam.
Mathematics is an integral part of everyday life; it is used daily in almost every aspect of life. Children use mathematics daily without them even realizing yet.
According to Nicola Yelland when children accompany adults on shopping trips and observe money being exchanged for goods and change being given. yelland,N,2014
Whilst evaluating the activity plan it has come to my attention that maybe using real life objects may have had a different outcome rather than using plastic teddy bears for matching the paint bags maybe real fruit or foods could have been used in the colours that was available and maybe even also cut the fruit to the correct shapes that the children were learning about. Real life objects may have had the children interested in a lot longer and maybe they would have used their imagination further with these items. Children explore through play so by having different materials for them to explore they are then able to gain new skills and experiences.
According to Yelland Parents, teachers and care givers all play a significant role in establishing a child’s confidence and competence in mathematics. Yelland,N 2014.
Children gain some spatial understanding by learning about shapes in the early years therefore children learning their shapes is essential. According to Yelland spatial understandings develop as children acquire an awareness of shapes in their environment Yelland,N 2014.

During the foundation phase is when children develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of mathematics through oral, practical and play activities. Children can use mathematics in real life problems to support their development. Adults can support children’s mathematic development by planning and creating activities to suit the children in areas they want them to develop their skills in.
Following the previous point of the activity plan evaluated the Adults are able to plan different ranges of activities to always ensure the children are interested and that the activities are easily adapted in the case of a child needing extra support or needing the activity adjusted to allow them the same opportunity’s as the other children.
The adult’s role is to follow the foundation phase curriculum when planning activities to support the children’s development in all areas including mathematic. The adult’s role is to create tasks to be able to challenge the children and allow them to use their problem-solving skills and be creative, It also allows them to use their imagination and be their self. The adult monitors the children’s development by ensuring to keep record to be able to give every child the opportunity to reach their full potential and plan their activities according to their development and any supporting needs or requirements they may need. Also when monitoring each child’s development the adult is able to see if the child needs support beyond the adults skills they are able to also then seek advice on how they are able to work as a team to support a child.
Following from the activity plan created it is important to add that children should be given opportunities to develop practical mathematic skills in a range of contexts. Experiences are the children’s best ways of developing as they can have a better understanding of real-life experiences.



Resources 
According to the early years careers role play can support mathematic development as the resources are able to add photos of numbers, shapes and colours that can be found in the environment. Also, according to early years careers a book area can be enhanced to include mathematic by adding a range of reading materials. Using outdoor resources can also support a child’s development such as writing numbers on pebbles enables children to experience numbers in a fun way. (Earlyyearscareers no date).

According to nursery world loose-parts play theory supports children’s development by allowing children to use natural resources to create things using their imagination. According to Simon Nicholson 1971 loose-part theory is less about the individual resources and much more about what children do with them.

Role of the adult 
According to Vygotsky proximal development consists of two Important contents: the student’s potential development and the role of interaction with others. Vvygotsky outlined scaffolding as a tool for growth, as learners grow within their proxtimal development and become more confident. According to Vvygotsky Evaluations are catered to each student based on their zone of proximal development.
Some adults may fear supporting children with their mathematical development due to them not being comfortable with mathematics their self.
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