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Introduction

This report is aimed to the importance of study skills in higher education that includes referencing, critical thinking, the power of reflection and academic misconduct as a student. By explaining the value of each, have better understanding of higher education standards needs requirements from student and consequences of not following the academic policy. 
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In academic writing referencing is important as it explains to the readers where to find the sources you used. In UK universities, the most widely used referencing style is Harvard. The author and year are cited in-text in Harvard style and a reference list contains all of source’s information. Each paraphrase or quotation from a source has a Harvard in text citation next to it, enclosed in brackets. It provides the year of publication, the last name of author or authors and if relevant the page number or range referring to the quoted passage. Reference list goes to the end of the text. Listed all of sources in alphabetic order by last name of the author. (Caulfield 2020). It is crucial that students acknowledge when they developed their own academic writing from the data, direct quotations, diagrams, images, concepts, of other authors. Also, it could jeopardize the secondary authors’ academic integrity and put them in danger of legal action if they neglect to disclose that student used another author’s work. Academic plagiarism is an issue that is penalized by educational institutions and law enforcement. It is important as a component of study skills, which should be taught in all university and other postsecondary students. Students by practicing referencing in study skills will avoid plagiarism in their technical and academic writing. Plagiarism occurs when a writer utilizes the concepts, images, diagrams, and quotes of another writer without giving credit in relevant referencing guidelines. It has a negative impact on student assignment as results in failing grades, academic warnings and academic suspensions and student’s enrollment may be reviewed. Avioding the negative effect of plagiarism, students can follow all university-mandated referencing guidelines in academic work. It will strengthen a student in study skills and academic integrity as a student’s time in university should be spent learning a variety of skills from various academic disciplines. Students benefit from referencing because it helps them become more self-assured and metacognitive in their academic writing (Ivy Panda 2023).
According to Independent students are losing marks for not referencing correctly in UK university. While 90 percent of respondents were able recognize that paying a “ghostwriter” to finish their work for them is academic misconduct, more than 20 percent were unable to recognize this as plagiarism. Nearly half of respondents attributed their concerns to lack of knowledge about referencing while studying. 
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One of the characteristics that set university level study is critical thinking. It includes reading, analyzing concepts and supporting data and creating your own arguments. In discussing the increased depth of higher education and critical things often contribute (Newcastle University). Critical thinking skills are necessary for students to succeed in their academic and professional careers. Whatever career path students choose, having strong critical thinking abilities will make students stand out from the crowd. Critical thinking contributes to problem solving, for example, when the hiring manager asks, “how would you solve this issue?” They are directly asking candidates to prove they can think critically. Critical thinking is important as more and more, fake news, biassed information and able to find the reliable sources presented to us we must analyzing everything we read because social media, news, articles rise is greatly influencing how we all consume news. We can make our own judgements about the information being given to us once we have found and examined that. We therefore would not be able to do this without critical thinking whether processing significant international incident, selecting who to vote, determining whether to see a movie. Critical thinking is essential in almost every area of student life, helps with communication, improving relationships, being creative, supports mental health (Woollett, 2023). What obstacles stand in the way of critical thinking as a student? A misunderstanding due to language barriers, lack of awareness of the ‘processes’ involved, misconception that critical thinking means, unwillingness to examine different point of view (feeling out of your ‘comfort zone’ or fearful of being wrong). Absence of precise understanding, superficial understanding (have not read widely enough to the topic. Wanting to know the answer without having to ask questions. (Open, no data).
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The power of reflection is important in learning and has enormous potential to encourage growth, improve understanding and achieve success in higher education. Self-reflection provides in both academic and personal development analysis of past experiences, ideas and actions to obtain, deep comprehension to improve performance going forward. By engaging in reflective practice, students can successfully take in new information with what they already know and grasp new concepts and gain deeper understanding of difficult concepts and develop critical thinking abilities that enable them to accurately assess and analyze data. Also, students can become aware of their advantages and disadvantages when they look at their own thoughts and learning strategies. This self-awareness makes it possible to make changes such as effective study patterns, sense of accountability, establish objectives, and a growth mindset. Asking for feedback is another way to reflective learning through tutors, work or engagement in higher education help students to improve and receive different points of view (APEL.Q 2023). The power of reflection is useful in public service careers, for example police. The capacity of evaluate your actions and make improvements to the work as a police officer is known as reflective practices. Reflective practices and reflection are not the same things; reflective practice is a “in the head” or cognitive. Regularly engaging in reflective practices can help officers become more emotionally intelligent, self-aware and capable of making decisions. Also, making it easier to manage stress and build stronger relationships. Through reflective log it helps police officers to recognize and understand the needs for development. The Gibbs reflective cycle (description, feelings, evaluation/analysis, conclusion and action) helps to learn from situations that police officer encountered, if the result was unexpected or the experience was unpleasant (College of Policing).
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Academic integrity includes an individual’s personal integrity. It entitles finishing your academic work with integrity and transparency and refraining from taking any actions that could give a student an unfair advantage over another student. It matters because student accomplishment will be honest, and that student has earned a degree and ready for life after university. A violation of academic integrity occurs when a student obtains unfair advantage through academic misconduct. This endangers both the academic standards of the university and the accomplishments of other students who earned their degrees in proper manner. Committing academic misconduct, a student is cheating and denying the chance to grow in building skills and knowledge. It may influence the student, future jobs because employers look for degrees that truly represent student accomplishment and professions have standards for integrity, morality and other qualities. If there is reason to believe that academic misconduct has occurred, the University will investigate the matter and impose penalties. If academic misconduct is discovered, the work will not be graded and will need to be reassessed, which will result in a penalty on the mark that will be given and may have an impact on degree classification. In the worst circumstances, a student might be dismissed from the university (Buckinghamshire new university). How to avoid academic misconduct? Writing in own word, to avoid plagiarism and make sure to cite every time in which writing ideas or words from other author. Reference appropriately, ideas or facts from other peoples works, include an in-text citation with name and publication date of the author. Include a reference list, at the end of assignment include a reference list with all the sources. Self-plagiarism, not taking credit for any work previously turned in for credit. Use of similarity checking software (Turnitin), which compares the assignment to an ever-updated global database of previously published work, to identify plagiarism. Use of translation software/services, not using translation software or services as this indicates that the work is not entirely owned by student (University of Edinburgh).
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In higher education the students can learn new skills, be more independent and have a growth mindset due to understanding the importance of study skills in higher education are referencing, critical thinking, the power of reflection and academic misconduct. As it has an impact on students personal and professional that will make students be better in future. 
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