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Education is a lifelong learning process that we all endure on a daily basis, knowingly or unknowingly; it has no limit. In England and Wales, education is formally taught from the age of five through to the age of sixteen and is compulsory. Sharp studied school starting age in Europe (Sharp, 2012). Education is individual, not favouring any singular person. From our early years, every person has gained knowledge and skills which would have helped them to prepare for the world of adulthood. However, is what we learn appropriate in helping to form us as individual adults? Winston Churchill once quoted “The only time my education was interrupted was while I was at school” (cited in Claxton, 2008, p. vi).
Schools in England and Wales study formally in the form of a set curriculum which is approved by the Government at that set period-in-time. Our current ‘national curriculum’ includes the teaching of core subjects alongside both religious and sex education and is taught in key stages. Early years education begins at the start of the first term after a child’s third birthday. Each child in this early stage of their education, undergo informal assessments by their class teacher. Early years education is preceded by key stage one for children between the ages of five and seven. Key stage two begins at the age of seven and is continued through to the age of eleven. Each of these key stages are taught at primary schools. In England and Wales, children undergo formal national tests in key stages one and two, which assess their attainment in preparation for secondary school.
Secondary school life for children begins the September after their eleventh birthday. It is here they enter key stage three of their education and continue to undergo national testing in literacy and numeracy. Key stage four for children begins at the age of fourteen and ends at sixteen. In England and Wales, children undertake formal GCSE examinations which consist of a mix of compulsory and chosen subjects. Compulsory subjects include English, mathematics, science, religious education and personal, social and health education (PHSE). In addition to this, students in Wales also study the language of Welsh.
During the years of compulsory education, some children unfortunately disengage and need to undertake alternative routes of study. This could be in the form of Education Other Than at School’ (EOTAS), where learning is embarked at another chosen setting or provision (this can include home). 
At the end of compulsory school education age, children have many options as to which path they want to continue with their learning. Some children opt to study ‘A levels’ at either a school or a further education college, whereas others may engage in an apprenticeship or employment opportunity. Either way, the theme of gaining knowledge or ‘education’ continues through to adulthood.
Education as it is today in England and Wales, does not favour gender, background, ethnicity or religion. The Department for Education (2010) notes that the current curriculum is said to determine the future success of individuals in later life. In contrast to this, there is evidence which arguably suggests there is a link between social background (free school meal children) and levels of attainment (Gove, as cited in The Department for Education, 2010, p. 9). This link is said to have a greater impact on the child as they progress to adulthood, as their educational ability is hampered by their background. Within the employment market, many professional vacancies require a university route of education. It is suggested that many children of free school meal backgrounds do not acquire this level of professionalism as a career.
So, are we addressing the needs of our children through education in schools at present is a question that no singular person seems to have the implicit answer to. In 2022, the curriculum in Wales is set to undergo a major new reform with “More emphasis on equipping young people for life. It will build their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject knowledge more positively and creatively” (New school curriculum: overview, 2017). In the meantime, education will continue to focus on teaching children with knowledge and skills to survive through our current set curriculum. “School, I never truly got the knack of. I could never focus on things I didn’t want to learn,” (Leonardo di Caprio as cited in Claxton, 2008, p. 16).
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