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A Critical Comparison of Venus in three primary source documents.
Characters: 2328
Introduction
This paper will compare and contrast the treatment of the astrological use of Venus in the following three sources: Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. from Greek by F.E. Robbins (London: Harvard University Press, 1940), Sue Tompkins, The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook: An In-depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, trans, by Yinmeng Hu, Chinese version(Kunming: Yunan Publishing, 2010) and Minying Wan(Ming Dynasty), Xing Xue Da Cheng , (Beijing: Central Compilation & Translation Press, 2015). 
Ptolemy was born around 70CE and lived in Alexandria. Nicolas Campaign claimed that Claudius Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, which was written around 120 CE, became one of the core text of medieval and Renaissance astrology.[footnoteRef:1] To make Tetrabiblos rational, not only did Ptolemy developed his critical reasoning with the help of Plato’s conception about the Soul, but he also adopted the concern from Aristotle about the natural quality of planets, such as hot, cold, wet and dry.  [1:  Nicolas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, VOLUME I, (London: Bloomsbury,2009), p.208 ] 

The author of The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook, Sue Tompkins, who used to be the student of Jeff Mayo and Liz Greene in 1980s, [footnoteRef:2] is a psychological astrologer and one of the most experienced practitioners of astrology in the UK in 21th Century. [footnoteRef:3] According to the translator’s preface on The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook, not only does The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook summarize the psychological views of planets, but also introduces the correlation between the planets and mundane event, country , health, related animals, and provides an in-depth exploration of the elements, modes, planets, signs, houses, aspects. It is one of representative books of psychological astrology to analyze and synthesize the horoscope. [2:  Sue Tompkins, The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook: An In-depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, trans, by Yinmeng Hu, Chinese version(KunMing: Yunan Publishing, 2010), p.6]  [3:  Sue Tompkins, ‘Books’ <http://www.suetompkins.com/books.html>,[accessed 29 Feb, 2020]] 

Minying Wan, the compiler and editor of Xing Xue Da Cheng, was born in 1521, used to be supervisory commissioner, provincial administrator in Ming Dynasty. Wan collected 10 Chinese astrological works from Sui Dynasty to Liao Dynasty(600CE-1125CE), and corrected mistakes and typographical errors.[footnoteRef:4] On the one hand, ordinary people were prohibited to study astronomy and astrology in ancient China, and, on the other hand, the original works, Wan collected, have been lost since 1700s. Therefore, Xing Xue Da Cheng is considered as one of the few primary resources to get in touch with Chinese astrology. Scholar Wei Bin commented that Xin Xue Da Cheng is of great archeological value to understand those excavated collections related to astronomy and astrology.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Minyingg Wan, Xing Xue Da Cheng, Wenyuange Version, (Beijing: Central Compilation & Translation Press, 2015),p3]  [5:  Bing Wei, The study of Xixia language and literature, (Yinchuan: Gansu Culture publishing, 2018), p102 ] 

Venus is one of major planets which was mentioned in Tetrabiblos, The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook, and Xing Xue Da Cheng. According to different cultural and cosmology background, Venus was interpreted quite different in Western and Chinse astrology from its nature, temperament and effects. 
Venus, as one of the major planets, was introduced, described and paraphrased in all three listed books. The same planet, however, under different cultural and cosmological background, was presented, to some extent, in divergent features, attributes and type of energy.

The nature of Venus in Western and Chinese astrology 
Regarding to the nature of Venus, Ptolemy claimed that, ‘the moon and Venus are feminine, because they share more largely in the moist.’ And it is nocturnal, an evening star. [footnoteRef:6] Venus is the nearness to the sun, so it warms moderately, and it appropriates the exhalations from the moist atmosphere surrounding the earth.[footnoteRef:7]  While, in The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook, Venus is ‘extremely hostile, though, being very hot (hotter even than Mercury) and completely dry.’ Also, Venus obeys Feminine principle in the chart.[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. from Greek by F.E. Robbins (London: Harvard University Press, 1940), Book One, p.36]  [7:  Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, Book One, p.40]  [8:  Sue Tompkins, The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook, p.157] 

Venus’s nature in Western astrology is changed from medieval astrology to contemporary astrology from ‘warm and moist’ to ‘hot and dry’. But the gender of Venus is still feminine which is the key principle of Venus interpretation in Western astrology. 
In Teriabiblos, Ptolemy pointed out why Venus is feminine. That’s according to planet’s position with reference to the universe, if the planet is in the west and rise in the evening, then it is feminine.[footnoteRef:9] Obviously, the criteria of feminine is firm and accepted by the Western astrologers and influenced western culture for more than one thousand years.  [9:  Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, Book One, p.46] 

While, in Chinese astrology, the interpretation of Venus is largely attributed to and derived from the interpretation of the metal in Wu Xing (five energies/five elements). In the Chapter IV of Xing Xue Da Cheng, Wan wrote that ‘heaven and earth can be explained by Yin and Yang (Feminine and Masculine), which can be further described by Wu Xing, and human cannot stay out of them. Five planets are the concentration of the energy of Wu Xing, the five energies. Those five types of energy converge in the heaven, become the planets for our observation and showing us the way……Venus, up with our sweet dreams, appears on the western horizon after the twilight. Jupiter comes over to steer the wheel of year.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Minyingg Wan, Xing Xue Da Cheng, Wenyuange Version, (Beijing: Central Compilation & Translation Press, 2015), p.85, “天地不外阴阳，阴阳不外五行。人不能外五行以生。五星乃五行之精，凝结成象，天垂以示人者也。……是故长庚入梦而太白生，岁德下临而曼倩降。”] 

With the increasing observation to the environment the people lived and understanding of the world, ancient Chinese people created a theory of Wu Xing, the five energies. On the one hand, Wu Xing was understood as the essential elements or components to structure our world and compose our life, just like the record mentioned in the 27th Year of Duke Xiang in Zuo Zhuan, ‘Five energies, shall be considered as a completeness and taken advantage without any prejudice’[footnoteRef:11], and the description in Guo Yu, ‘The reason why the earth may give birth to the matters in the world is because the earth has five energies’[footnoteRef:12]. On the other hand, more importantly, five energies were considered as the rudimentary principle of everything, including the five planets, as Wan’s description in Xing Xue Da Cheng.  [11:  Qiuming Zuo(502BCE-422BCE), Zuo Zhuan, (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 2014), p.682“天生五材，民并用之，废一不可”]  [12:  Qiuming Zuo(502BCE-422BCE), Guo Yu, Song Dynasty Version, (Beijing: National Library of China Publishing House, 2017), p.27 “地有五行，所以生殖也” ] 

In case of setting the sight on the level of the Metal energy, where Venus was ‘born’, the nature of Venus was also described in his another book, San Ming Tong Hui, (the Understanding of Destiny), the book is often considered as the companion piece of Xing Xue Da Cheng. Wan explicated, Metal energy has a feminine body but a masculine heart, unyielding, decisive, making it distinctive. Without the masculine heart, it would neither firm nor sustainable, like ice or snow, melting when heated, Therefore, metal needs smelting and polish[footnoteRef:13]. In consequence, it is not difficult to make an inference that in Chinese astrology, Venus possesses both feminine and masculine energy, it shows delicate, grace and full of feminine aroma when talking about appearance, sharp or a visual phenomenon, while, on the contrary, the masculine prevails when examining one’s inherence and personality. [13:  Minyingg Wan, San Ming Tong Hui, Book Collection Version, (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company,1934), Volume 470, p.15 “金以至阴为体，中含至阳之精，用能坚强，独异众物。若独阴而不坚，冰雪是也，遇阳则消矣，故金不炼不成器。”] 

To sum it up, in Western astrology, Venus is defined to be feminine in both Teriabiblos and The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook, basing on the same criteria in the Western cosmology. While, in Chinese astrology, the culture background of Wu Xing, five energies are largely different from four elements in Western culture. Venus is the concentration of the Metal energy containing both feminine and masculine aspects. Venus can show its feminine aroma but also can be a weapon, which is consistent with the Chinese cosmology that Yin and Yang are interrelated. Venus can not be defined to be feminine in Xing Xue Dan Cheng. Its nature is quite different between Western and Chinese astrology. 

The temperament of Venus in Western and Chinese astrology 
According to Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, Venus brings out beneficial results and ‘causes fame, honour, happiness, abundance, happy marriage, many children, satisfaction in every mutual relationship, the increase of property, a neat and well conducted manner of life, paying honour to those things which are to be revered; further, she is the cause of bodily health, alliances with the leaders, and elegance of rulers.’[footnoteRef:14] While, in Tompkins’ The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook, Venus is related to enjoyment, pleasure, happiness, taste and values, relationship, money and self-worth, the charm offensive, the principle of giving, etc. The placement of Venus demonstrates what does people enjoy doing. Influenced by psychological astrology, Tompkins does not define Venus as the beneficial planet in The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook, also she mentioned about the dark side of Venus, which is jealousy, rivalry, violence, vanity and avarice.[footnoteRef:15]   [14:  Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 122]  [15:  Sue Tompkins, The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook, p.161] 

In Tompkins’ Handbook, she describes the archetype of Venus, Aphrodite from the Greeks. The dark temperament of Venus, such as Jealousy and Avarice is from the archetype story of Aphrodite. [footnoteRef:16]Although Venus is related to the happiness, beauty, charm, the risk and trap of Venus is still existing at the same time. Venus will bring the Jealousy because of beauty, and the Vanity if Venusian behavior is overly-indulgent, according to the stories of Aphrodite. It shows that Tompkins applied the Binary Separation in the interpretation of Venus. And Tompkins interprets the Venus by the archetype people’s behavior and character, rather than only basing on the astronomy’s observation. The thought of non- absolutely beneficial or malefic planet is one of the major differences between modern astrology and medieval astrology in Western astrology. [16:  Sue Tompkins, The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook, p.159] 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]In Xing Xue Da Cheng, Wan wrote in the chapter XVI, Venus has the purest Metal energy, represents west direction, white color, dignity and loyalty, symbolizing a general……when it makes a station, it is called Tian Fu Star, and relates to illnesses of lung, such as tuberculosis. When it moves retrograde, it is named Tian Chi Star, and means at war.[footnoteRef:17] The meanings of west, white color, dignity and loyalty, to kill[footnoteRef:18], are all ascribed to the Metal energy. Besides, can Venus also represent elegance, incisiveness, resonant voice, debauchery, respectful to friends, heroic feature, as well as the wealth from wife, because Venus is additionally called Wife Star.[footnoteRef:19] [17:  Minyingg Wan, Xing Xue Da Cheng, p458-459, “金星是太白之精，建西方之气，其色白，其性义，将军之象……入留段号天阜星，主痨瘵疾。入逆段号天赤星，为主兵戎。” ]  [18:  Qian Sima，Shiji, Tianguanshu, (Beijing: China Publishing House,1959), P.1322. “察日行以处位太白。曰西方，秋，日庚、辛，主杀。”  ]  [19:  Minyingg Wan, Xing Xue Da Cheng, p459-460] 

Moreover, noticeably, there are no apparent words indicating the beneficial or malefic of planets. Although, in Chapter IV, Wan recorded that his guests used to query that whether astrologers should take Mars and Saturn as the malefic planets and Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter as the benefic planets. The question was not directly answered by Wan. But from chapter XIV to chapter XIX, the chapters of planets, Wan attempted to illustrate that only putting the planet into a house, a mansion, or having aspects with other celestial bodies, can the functional character, or in same way, the malefices or beneficial of the planets be identified, For instance, Venus would present the aggressive, fierce facet, represent the meaning of kill in some mansions of Sun[footnoteRef:20], Similarly, Venus become malefic to those whose ascendant in the Mansion Shi and Kui.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Minyingg Wan, Xing Xue Da Cheng, p459, 470]  [21:  Minyingg Wan, Xing Xue Da Cheng, p459,135,136] 

To sum it up, the temperament of Venus in Western astrology is developed from Ptolemy to Tompkins. The Modern astrologer, especially psychological astrologer has given away the definition of beneficial and malefic planets, comparing to the Medieval astrologer. Meanwhile, in ancient Chinese astrology, Venus has also not been defined as a purified beneficial planet. It was depended on the background of Chinese philosophy, a persistent theme of continuity and change.  

Conclusion 
Venus is described as feminine in Western astrology. Its nature as feminine planet was consistent from Ptolemy to Tompkins. While, in Chinese astrology, Venus is the concentration of the Metal energy containing both feminine and masculine aspects. Regarding to the temperament of Venus, in Tompkins’ The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook, the dark side of temperament, such as jealousy and avarice, is from the archetype story of Aphrodite from the Greeks. It was developed from Medieval astrology to Modern astrology, especially Psychological astrology. Venus is no longer to be defined as beneficial planet in Modern astrological textbook. While, in Chinese astrology, it is similar as Modern Western astrology that Venus can be beneficial and malefic depending on its different placement in the horoscope. Also, the different culture and cosmology background make the interpretation of Venus large divergent in Western and Chinese astrology. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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