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Individual self-reflective report
Throughout my time of reflecting on my learning about this topic I have gained knowledge and learnt to be confident in a professional manner as a social worker due to this being my role within the child protection conference. I gained skills regarding the processes and observations that were carried out and the concerns for escalation and understanding the need for a conference to be arranged for the child and family. From my awareness before this module, I had no idea that the Victoria Climbe case was reviewed by Lord Lamming leading to the Children’s Act 2004 when a child commissioner was recommended to raise awareness of the views and interest of children BASW (2023). 
I have learnt that Peter Clarke was the first Child Commissioner for Wales and took up this post on the 1st March 2001, his previous post was as a social worker. Clarke was recommended by Sir Ronald Waterhouse in his inquiry into abuse in children’s homes in North Wales following the introduction of the Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act 2001 (previously known as the Care Standards Act 2000) (Legalisation Gov, 2024). His role was to promote and safeguard the rights and welfare of children in Wales. From his findings he recognised 22 counties in Wales were operating differently. After these findings he wrote the first set of All Wales Child Protection Procedures which have become the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 (Social Care Wales, 2025). I was previously aware these procedures existed but was not aware it was from his practise (Children's commissioner for Wales, 2019). 
In line with BASW (2018) due to carrying out this module as a group discussion following the guidelines of an Initial Child Conference it has given me the opportunity to experience a conference setting. It has also given me the preparation, skills and confidence to attend a conference in any future post if required, allowing me to provide best practise and a child-centred approach to meet the needs for everyone involved.
I will always remember the Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman case and how this case brought new legalisation and procedures in place. The most significant piece of legislation was the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 following by the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) which prevents unsuitable individuals from working with children (Gov.UK, 2024). Also, I have learnt the process of the Police National Database (PND), which was launched in 2011, is a national intelligence sharing system so police forces can share information about individuals of concern (Home Office, 2024). 
From my self-reflection I have learnt that I have a great interest in this area of work regarding safeguarding and would like to work in this field as a career after graduating as a student. This area of knowledge will provide me with the skills for future practice giving me the ability to identify signals of vulnerability in children and families and also recognise any safeguarding concerns and welfare issues. I feel I have the ability to take action and prevent risk, and work towards maintaining the professional standards when working with children and families  (Social Care Wales, 2023). 
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