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What to think of when writing assignments…

• When we mark assignments we look for: 
1. Engagement with literature
2. Knowledge and understanding
3. Cognitive and intellectual skills
4. Practical skills
5. Transferable skills for life and professional practice 

• It’s not just about including the criteria, it’s what you 
do with it that counts
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Engagement with Literature

Lower level - Are sources being used to describe or define your work. Are 
they used to quote, state or tabulate information?

Medium level - Are sources being used to connect theories, analyse your data 
and compare it to other work?

Higher level - Are sources being used to evaluate your own work and critique 
it against peer reviewed sources?

0 - 5% 5 - 10% 11 - 15% 16 – 20% 21 - 25% 26 - 30% 31 - 35%

36 - 40% 41 - 45% 46 - 50% 51 - 55% 56 - 60% 61 - 65% 66 - 70%

71 - 74% 75 - 78% 79 - 82% 83 - 86% 87 - 90% 91 - 95% 96 - 100%
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Knowledge and Understanding

Lower level - Does the author exhibit their knowledge by recalling facts, 
describing examples and reproducing lists?

Medium level - Is knowledge being used to compare arguments, to explain 
newly discovered facts and to explain their findings?

Higher level - Is knowledge being used to evaluate arguments, to interpret 
findings and justify conclusions?

0 - 5% 5 - 10% 11 - 15% 16 – 20% 21 - 25% 26 - 30% 31 - 35%

36 - 40% 41 - 45% 46 - 50% 51 - 55% 56 - 60% 61 - 65% 66 - 70%

71 - 74% 75 - 78% 79 - 82% 83 - 86% 87 - 90% 91 - 95% 96 - 100%
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Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

0 - 5% 5 - 10% 11 - 15% 16 – 20% 21 - 25% 26 - 30% 31 - 35%

36 - 40% 41 - 45% 46 - 50% 51 - 55% 56 - 60% 61 - 65% 66 - 70%

71 - 74% 75 - 78% 79 - 82% 83 - 86% 87 - 90% 91 - 95% 96 - 100%

Lower level - Does the author produce tables and graphs or other data 
sources without using them to draw conclusions?

Medium level - Does the author analyse different sources of data/information 
and use this to draw comparisons and explain theories?

Higher level - Does the author evaluate different sources of data/information 
and use this to justify results and support recommendations?
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Practical Application Skills

0 - 5% 5 - 10% 11 - 15% 16 – 20% 21 - 25% 26 - 30% 31 - 35%

36 - 40% 41 - 45% 46 - 50% 51 - 55% 56 - 60% 61 - 65% 66 - 70%

71 - 74% 75 - 78% 79 - 82% 83 - 86% 87 - 90% 91 - 95% 96 - 100%

Lower level - Are the practical solutions employed solely used to provide 
results?

Medium level - Does the author analyse the situation and select practical 
solutions to problems which infer explanations?

Higher level - Does the author perform a critique of the situation and select 
practical solutions to support hypotheses and justify recommendations?

13

15

Transferable Skills for Professional Practice

0 - 5% 5 - 10% 11 - 15% 16 – 20% 21 - 25% 26 - 30% 31 - 35%

36 - 40% 41 - 45% 46 - 50% 51 - 55% 56 - 60% 61 - 65% 66 - 70%

71 - 74% 75 - 78% 79 - 82% 83 - 86% 87 - 90% 91 - 95% 96 - 100%

Lower level - Does the author present the work in a descriptive manner 
without drawing their own conclusions?

Medium level - Does the author present work in a manner which is structured 
and uses analysis and comparison with literature to explain their ideas?

Higher level - Does the author present work in a manner which is highly 
structured,  and uses analysis and comparisons with literature to explain and 
support ideas to draw valid conclusions and recommendations?
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Plan ahead

! Work out when to 
stop reading, and 
start writing!

! Plan your time with 
your work and life 
commitments in 
mind.

! Let us know if 
you’ve got 
challenges and 
issues. 

Gannt Chart example
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Something to think about… 

• Plan ahead and aim to finish your assignment before the 
deadline to account for any unforeseen obstacles.

• Planning ahead also allows you to maximise your opportunities 
to seek advice from tutors.

• Critically read your assignment against the criteria given here or 
ask a peer to do it for you. This is good practice and allows you to 
see an assignment from a tutor’s perspective.

• Assignment deadlines will always be on a Monday morning. This 
gives you some time over that particular weekend to tweak it if 
necessary. 
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