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Introduction:
The two stories I have chose to read in my presentation for this module are Goldilocks and the Three Bears and The Three Little Pigs. I have chosen these two books as not only can I incorporate props within the storytelling I can also use internation in addition to variable methods of reading, for example, taking pauses, making facial expressions and animating your body. All of which are tools designed to not only capture the child’s attention but also to help promote language development and literacy for children. The following paragraphs will go into detail of how storytelling can promote literacy and language development in young children, why this is important and the various ways storytelling behaviours can contribute to language and literacy development. I will also discuss theorists and their varying opinions on storytelling and language and literacy development in young children.
Main body
According to Speaker, K, young, research has shown that children who were exposed to storytelling, as part of an education programme that employs storytelling, display enthusiastic performances with regards to increased literacy. Children who have been exposed to a variety of stories regularly display increased vocabulary development in addition to improved listening skills (Kim, 1999). Babies, although they do not understand the word, enjoy it when changing our voices when reading, this is all part of how children learn the words because they are consistently being relayed to them, stories help children to learn about themselves and the world. In repeating the same books, form’s structure and recognition within the child and allows the child to make connections between the sounds, words and picture. Using props allow children to make connections between the words and object, developing their understanding of literacy. Using facial expressions when reading a story from a screen, allows the teacher to gauge interest, increase listening skills and more importantly demonstrates the meaning of the words, for example, smiling when reading about being happy or showing a sad expression when talking about a sad part in the story are all useful tools in developing children’s language and literacy understanding and development. Researchers at Project Zero, (Harvard University), believe that play and storytelling materialize at the same time, as a 'stream of symbolization,' and have used replicated various play scenarios to study how preschool children learn basic skills pertinent to portrayal (Gardner and Wolf, 1982). They found that by the time the children are four years old, those children that engaged in imaginary play with duplicate toys can handle the actions of two or more characters, the association between them (Rubin and Wolf, 1979), and make attributions about their internal states (Wolf, Rygh and Altshuler, 1984). The present study was developed to evaluate the definite influences that storytelling and role play have on memory for detail. Various recent studies propose that retelling crucially enhances young children's sense of story structure and story understanding in addition to oral-language involvement when used as a follow-up to listening to stories (Morrow, 1984; 1985; 1986). However, there are only a few studies that have been reported that investigate retelling as an instructional strategy for enhancing reading comprehension. Oral storytelling reinforces young children’s learning and development dissimilarly to stories that are read out loud using a picture book. It gives children an opportunity to use and develop their imagination, enhance their social literacy, their ability to communicate effectively. Oral storytelling and the imagination that young children use during this make it an inclusive way to storytelling, enabling all children to take part, regardless of their individual needs.
Using a change in voice is another useful tool when reading to children, in doing so, this not only captivates children it also promotes engaged listening, almost hypnotising the children within the book. Intonation allows the child to interact with the book, it allows children to understand the meaning and emotions of the words through first hand experiences. Intonation provides a vital role in reinforcing language and literacy development for young children during their early years of education. Not only does intonation aid the theme of spoken language, intonation, also aids children to understand the rhythm and stress of spoken language. These are successful elements of literacy and communication skills. Intonation aids several developmental areas, including language comprehension, Intonation supports language comprehension via differentiating various sentence types (e.g., questions vs. statements). In addition to this, intonation aids young children to comprehend the purpose or emotional tone behind words, thus intensifying children’s comprehension of definition and theme in communication​. Intonation also supports phonological awareness, forming the basis for phonics via the introduction of diverse intonation examples within speech thus enabling young children identify and construct individual sounds, syllables, and word stress. This is a key element of early reading skills.​ Another skill that intonation provides is social and emotional skills, these skills are vital for collective learning and comprehending the portrayal of texts. Intonation aids children to understand social cues and emotional contexts, promoting greater empathy and social interactions. In addition to this, intonation aids reading fluency, intonation is imitated by children when they hear it, therefore developing a greater prosody (flow and rhythm and flow of speech) increasing children’s ability to read aloud evenly, with expression. Settings that provide an environment that is environmentally rich, whereby the practitioners provide descriptive intonation and capture children in songs, games and collaborative storytelling, are successfully equipped to promote language and literacy development for young children.
When reading to children, modifying the way in which you read, taking pauses, firmly pronouncing certain words and the pace of which you read are another way to encourage literacy and language development. By varying the methods and pace in which you tell a story builds up drama and suspense. It allows the children to understand the meaning of the story in addition to providing the children the opportunity to actively engage in the story. This method allows for co-ordinated child and adult interactions, in addition to this, it also allows the child to learn how to pronounce words, giving the child the opportunity to mimic the teacher’s facial expressions allowing them to pronounce the words. In varying the methods of reading also helps the child to understand the context of the story, helping them to understand what is happening within the story and even offering the opportunity for the child to join in with the telling of the story, for example, when pausing, children can fill in the gaps, reading the words aloud, not only demonstrating their knowledge of the book but also their understanding of the words and meaning behind them.
Various well-known theorists and frameworks have sculptured the comprehension of literacy, language, reading, and writing development in early childhood. Piaget highlighted the importance of experiences and sensations with the vocal point being on cognitive framework and mental complexities navigated by a inherited capacity Jean Piaget highlighted that cognitive development is the base for language and literacy attainment. Piaget’s theory defined how children's comprehension advances through stages, with early literacy materialising throughout the preoperational stage (in early childhood) as they set about symbolic thinking. Whereas Lev Vygotsky, believed in the idea of the zone of proximal development (ZPD). Vygotsky concentrated on learning and the zoon of proximal development (ZPD), believing that learning begins socially and is personal to each individual and that adults play a supporting role within child interaction, underlining the significance of social interaction and scaffolding in learning. Language is central to this process, assisting the transformation from external to internalized thought. However, Brodin believed that both theories were required to complement one another with regards to communication and communication development in children. Communication is a broad notion that includes both language and speech, communication is an essential tool for every child, having the ability to communicate, express themselves, how they are feeling and what they want is a necessity for every young child. Communication is a way to share activities, experiences and feelings, it is based on interaction, mutuality and participation. Functioning communication is vital for a child’s health and wellbeing. Marie Clay's Emergent Literacy Theory proposes that literacy begins long before formal schooling, with young children embellishing writing and reading skills through observation and involvement in literacy-rich settings. Sulzby and Teale's Stages of Writing Development determine how young children can advance from doodling and scrawling toward organised writing, illustrating the communion of reading and writing skills in early years childhood literacy. Effective communication starts from the moment a child is born and continues through childhood, early interaction is a determining factor for child development. This is so important in the first five years in life as this is the most rapid period of growth and development and therefore most of the learning is achieved during this period. Oracy is a concept used within the national curriculum which focuses on speaking and listening, pre-school and nursery play a key role in child development therefore settings should include several teaching methods and activities to encourage communication, literacy and reading and writing. These activities must also be inclusive of all children, taking into consideration the individual child. Not every child learns in the same way and settings must take into consideration potential barriers to learning, things such as English not being the mother tongue, if the child has any learning difficulties or if the child has any visual or hearing impairments. Storytelling provides a crucial role in encouraging language acquisition in early years education, captivating young children in significant experiences, promoting children’s communication skills. Stories expose children to various vocabulary, mixed language patterns and complex sentence structures. Thus, enhancing young children’s receptive and expressive language skills, enabling children to use and understand new words successfully. Storytelling lays the basis for literacy skills via listening and understanding the nuances and rhythm of language. When children follow a story, it enables them to enhance their memory recall, focus and comprehension. The application of the arrangement of events and prediction of the outcomes are vital for developing critical thinking skills and the comprehension of narratives. Storytelling regularly includes interactive elements, for example, asking children to predict what happens next or connecting events with their own experiences. Thus, encouraging dialogue and verbal expression, strengthening language use in a social context. Storytelling also provides children​ the opportunity to discover various cultures and emotions. Children learn moral reasoning, empathy and solutions to relay their emotions via characters and scenarios involved within storytelling, strengthening not only emotional but also social communication.​ In addition to this, storytelling also supports children to relay their own stories, encourages children’s creativity and aids children to structure thoughts into coherent narratives. Improving children’s ability to communicate ideas as well as nourishing children’s foundational literacy skills​
Conclusion
It is common knowledge that children are extremely engaged in their investment of language. Children who engage in social interaction regularly with adults and children are best equipped to develop within language.  While children are interacting with other children and adults, they are 6 their own language formula. It is believed that children who are frequently exposed to storytelling, are at a higher level of their development in language. Therefore, showing the importance of storytelling for developing children’s reading, writing and language development. Story telling does not have to be boring, there are several ways you can make storytelling fun and engaging. From pulling different facial expressions, using different tones of voices and reading in varying ways, fast and slow, high and low, pausing etc. Even the use of props, there a several ways to make storytelling fun and engaging for children.
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