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[bookmark: _Toc150547039]Summary 
Unfortunately, there is no set definition of terrorism. Whilst the absence of a definition allows for a suspected terrorist to be charged with any terrorist-related offence, there should be a clear consensus about what is classed as a terrorist offence to help us better understand why people carry out terrorism and which acts can be defined as terrorism. Having a clear consensus would also make it easier to charge and prosecute a suspected terrorist as everyone would understand what the definition of terrorism is. 


[bookmark: _Toc150547040]What is terrorism? 
When thinking about terrorism we think of pain, fear, terror, and we think of it as a threat against the public. 
Since what was considered the ‘bloodiest phase of the French revolution’ we have been trying to shed light on terrorists and terrorism to get a better understanding on the subject (Kelkar, 2017). Kelkar (2017) wrote that after terrorism began to circulate in Russia and Bulgaria in the 19th century, a debate began on how we would define terrorism. Ever since this debate began scholars like Alex Schmid as well as the governments from all over the world have created more than 260 definitions of terrorism. For many years members of the United Nations have been trying to come to an agreement about what acts/events could be classed as a terrorist attack but they are yet to agree on a definition for this (Kelkar, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc150547041]Political definition 
The Terrorism Act 2000 defines an act of terrorism to instrument a threat where the use of it is to impact the government or to terrify the public and when the use of the threat is used “for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause”. This definition focuses more on the political agendas that terrorist have.
According to the Crown Prosecution Service (2020) under the Terrorism Act 2000 the specific actions of terrorism include extreme violence against another person, serious damage to a property and causing a risk to the health and safety of the public. While the actions above can be caused by the uses of a firearm or explosives the use of them will be considered as an act of terrorism regardless of the fact that the intent may not have been to impact the government or to terrify the public             ( Crown Prosecution Service, 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc150547042]Terrorism trials in the UK
Is speaks without a doubt that if society had a choice, we would lock up anyone suspected of terrorism without giving them a trial. Every terrorist trial comes with challenges because of their difficulty and the subject matter but also because of the heightened concern within the public whenever there is a terrorist attack. Lord Bingham stated that a “suspect is by definition a person whom no offence has been proved. Suspicions, even if reasonably entertained, may prove to be misplaced, as a series of tragic miscarriages of justice has demonstrated” (judiciary.uk, 2021). For any judge who presides over a case involving terrorism there is a huge burden on them to conduct a trail which is fair and transparent. 
When a terrorist trial happens, prosecutors are required to take the following factors into consideration when they should prosecute or not. The factors they must consider include looking at how serious the offence that was committed, what are the circumstances surrounding harm caused to victims, how old was the suspect and what was their level of maturity at the time the offence happened, what impact did the offence have on the community and is prosecution the best idea (judiciary.uk, 2021). All the factors above are important because when someone gets prosecuted as a terrorist, they get named a terrorist and that name will stick with them for the rest of their life so its important that all the evidence against them is concreate and then they don’t get falsely accused as a terrorist. 
[bookmark: _Toc150547043]Countering Terrorism in the UK
According to a contest created by the secretary of state for the homeland department in since the last contest was published in 2018 the UK has seen nine declared attacks and 39 obstructed attacks. The homeland department in the UK is always looking to improve in the counter terrorism strategies. One thing they seek to do is to realise the potential the world leading Counter Terrorism Operations Centre holds to better investigate, identify, and dismantle terrorist groups by using technology (Secretary of State for the Home Department, 2023). In the 21st century we’ve seen a huge development in technology, and this is a huge advantage to counter terrorism but also a disadvantage as terrorist are using social media and technology to target people to join their groups and possibly aid in attacks. 
According to the Home Office (2023) at the end of 2022 there were a reported 166 arrests for terrorism related activities in the UK. 53 of those arrest resulted in a charge with 46 being terrorism related offences, 52 of the people arrested were released on bail under investigation, 55 were released without being charged and 6 received a caution.
The Home Office (2023) stated that in some investigations evidence may surface that shows no links between a suspect and a terrorist organization, but the suspect has committed a terrorism-related offence. Once a suspect as been arrested on suspicion of terrorism they may be held for a specific amount of time before being charged. This holding of a suspect will give police time to gather sufficient evidence and allows them to thoroughly check every piece they gather to make sure the charge will stick and will hold in a court of law. Now the maximum period for detaining a suspect under section 41 in the Terrorism Act 2000 is 14 days which allows an extra 10 days that holding under standard arrest powers (Home office, 2023).
Under section 41 of the Terrorism Act 2000, it states that an officer has the power to arrest a person without a warrant whom they suspect of terrorism (Legislation.gov.uk, 2000). 
[bookmark: _Toc150547044]
Terrorist attacks 
[bookmark: _Toc150547045]9/11 – Twin towers attack 
[bookmark: _Toc150547046]What happened?
On the 11th of September 2001 four commercial aeroplanes were hijacked by terrorist with links to Al Qaeda (an Islamic extremist group). Two planes crashed into the Twin Towrs and within a matter of hours the towers collapsed into a pile of rubble. The two other planes hijacked during the attack crashed into the pentagon and members of the flight crew on the fourth plane fought back and instead of hitting an intended target the plane crashed into a field in Pennsylvania (History.com Editors, 2023). 
The attacks resulted in almost 3000 people unfortunately losing their lives. 19 terrorists from Al Qaeda also died during the attack. The attacks were televised globally and left the world in a state of horror as they watched what happened (History.com Editors, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc150547047]What changed after the attack?
While the United States have made a significant improvement into protecting the nation from further attacks there is still work to be done as terrorist threats facing the country have changed over the past 10 years and are still changing now. Following the 9/11 attacks the federal government in the US quickly developed a framework to help protect the country from any future attacks that may come from outside of the US. They also helped improve the capability of federal, state, and local responders to prepare and react to a future attack. One key development in this framework was the creation of the Department of Homeland Security in 2003 which saw the merger of 22 separate agencies into one cabinet level department (Homeland Security, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc150547048]Manchester arena attack
[bookmark: _Toc150547049]What happened?
On the 22 of May 2017 22-year-old Salman Abedi detonated a home-made nuts and bolts bomb in the Manchester Area at the end of an Ariana Grande concert. The detonation happened in between the main arena and the entrance to Victora Station which caused mass panic. The area where the bomb detonated was the main entrance/exit to the area so as fans were leaving, they all gravitated to that area. The bomb left hundreds injured and 22 dead (Mortiz, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc150547050]Manchester inquiry report 
According to Mortiz (2023) a public inquiry into the Manchester attack found that MI5 missed an opportunity to take action that may have stopped the bombing. The director of MI5 stated that he regretted that valuable intelligence wasn’t obtained. The director stated that "Gathering covert intelligence is difficult," and that if they had managed to obtain that intelligence then “those impacted might not have experienced such appalling loss and trauma." The inquiry found that two pieces of information were discovered about Abedi by were assessed by the security team as not being related to terrorism. One office reported that they “considered a possible pressing national security concern on one of them” but did not bring it up to other officers. 

It was reported that the intelligence that could have been obtained may have led officials to a parked car that Abedi was storing the parts to build the device before he moved them to a rented flat in the city centre. Sir John Saunders (chairman of the Manchester inquiry) stated that if the intelligence had been acted on the Abedi could have been seized at Manchester airport when he returned from Libya just days before he carried out the attack (Mortiz, 2023). 
In the Manchester inquiry report published by Sir John Saunders he reported that the 1 minute after the explosion (22:31:52) that the Greater Manchester Police received their first 999 calls from the public and at 22:32 the Northwest Ambulance Service received their first 999 call. Within six minutes of the explosion British transport Police officers that were stationed in Victoria Station were in area and doing the best to help casualties as they waited for the ambulances to arrive on scene (Saunders, 2022).


[bookmark: _Toc150547051]Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Toc150547052]What part of the terrorism act do the attacks fall under?
If 9/11 happened in the UK it would fall under subsection (1) (b) and (c) which defines a terrorist attack as a threat towards the government and also a threat “made for the purpose of advancing a political cause” and would fall under subsection (2) (a-d) which involves an act of violence against another person, causing damage to a property and causing a risk to public  health and safety.
Like the 9/11 attack, the Manchester area bombing would fall under subsection (1) (b) and (c) and would fall under subsection (2) (b-d). 
[bookmark: _Toc150547053]What could have been done differently?
With any major event that happens like the Ariana Grande concert, public services in the area should have a plan in place in case an attack is to happen, and all public services officers should be on standby at all times during the event. The host of the event should include a briefing for members attending with all procedures in place in case of an attack and where all the nearest exits are, and this should be providing when people purchase their tickets.
Upon entering the Manchester area there is a thorough security check with a walkthrough metal detector and for people carrying bags there is a bag search as well. 
Another suggestion to help prevent terrorism is to ban people suspected of being involved with known terrorist groups from traveling to other countries. All airports, ferry ports, train stations and bus stations should have a list of all known suspected terrorist and they should have security measures in place to apprehend a suspect should they somehow manage to travel to another country. It’s the little things like this that could prevent a major attack from happening again.
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