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Article review By T. J. Conde
This review of the article will summarise the main themes and arguments discussed, as well as analysing the content and evaluating its contribution. The work appears to be thoroughly researched and a thought-provoking article, using a wide range of sources, both supportive and argumentative in nature and the author balances them both well. There is also a substantial date span of sources used in reference from classical times right up to the modern day, which adds to the article’s substance and credibility.
 In this article Rodway looks at the apparently reoccurring themes of affectionate cannibalism and blood drinking in Gaelic Literature. During the article he elaborates on this concept, extending his focus further than Gaelic literature, additionally citing sources and possible links to other spheres of Celtic culture. This is an attempt to investigate whether this could be a wider Celtic phenomenon as opposed to just a Gaelic one. In fact, he also considers if this has any specific links, to Celtic cultures as a whole and examines whether the theories could have their roots in the “Christian present” rather than the “pagan past” (Rodway, p.65). 
 The idea that elegiac blood drinking can be thought of as some sort of funerary ritual that has somehow managed to survive down the centuries is an interesting point raised and a possibility he explores. Rodway also focuses on the topic of affectionate cannibalism, in its own right, as well as whether these two curiosities could potentially be existentially linked. 
  Rodway begins by investigating the relatively frequently occurring notion of elegiac blood drinking, by women in particular, within Gaelic literature and discusses the point. He opens with an example from the famous Keen “Art 6 Laoghaire” (d.1773) (Article reference 1, p.47) where a mourning woman would appear to drink the blood of a deceased loved one. Multiple other examples are given as references in both Irish and Scottish literature as well as a possible eyewitness account. Rodway uses these to highlight that this theme is commonly reoccurring enough to warrant discussion. At this early stage we get our first glimpse of Rodway’s own opinions, where he states when referring to blood drinking: “I prefer to see it as a symptom of extreme grief” (Rodway, p.48) This gives a hint as to his own beliefs in this context.
 The reader is made aware of examples that exist within Gaelic literature of blood drinking in a non-elegiac sense, in the “context of treaties and covenants” and also “marriage” (Rodway, p.49) he articulates a need for these to be considered apart and does so early in the article, so as to avoid ambiguity. Rodway states, after making these examples known “In the rest of this paper I shall focus on blood drinking in an elegiac context” (Rodway, p.50). However the very next point raised on blood drinking is a quote accusing the Irish of “drinking the blood of their enemies and smearing it on their faces” (Article Reference 25, p.52) which is hardly an elegiac example and so the author would appear to contradict himself somewhat here. 
 Throughout the text Rodway uses sources to back up his points but also to predict and answer any potential ideas that oppose his own, as in the case of reference eighteen where he identifies a particular counter argument that could be raised, providing a source for it, before dismissing the idea and his reason as to why it is invalid or providing his opinion on the relevance of the information provided. In this case “The motif of blood drinking in love charms is also international” “and thus of limited relevance here”. (Article reference 18, p.50)
 Rodway goes on to use an account from Strabo (Article reference 19, p.50) to introduce the cannibalism aspect of the article. Again, as with the blood drinking discussed previously, he gives various sources for this, even if a bit more tenuous. The writer, in a similar manner to which he introduces the blood drinking motif makes the reader aware of potential ambiguities, identifying, giving examples of and referencing distinct types of cannibalism, “aggressive”, “affectionate” “survival” and even “psychopathic” (Rodway, p.51). As the title of the article suggests it is the affectionate cannibalism that is of most interest in this context. With this in mind, he continues to surmise the various types of cannibalism mentioned, the reader is guided through various accounts of aggressive cannibalism from classical to early modern in timescale. While useful and interesting, as admitted by Rodway himself these are not “analogous either to Strabo’s account of ancient affectionate cannibalism” or “blood drinking in a funerary context” (Rodway, p.54) both of which appear in the article title. He then continues to look at examples of this from other regions of the Celtic world including accounts from Gaul and the Cisalpine Boii, these again have limited relevance specifically to Gaelic literature but do enable us to consider if there is any cannibalistic features to Celtic culture as a whole. Thought needs to be given at this stage to the fact that the widening of the goal posts so to speak hints at Rodway’s possible struggle to collate and relate these sources and evidence to the specific idea of affectionate cannibalism.
 As we continue we also have accounts and references of survival cannibalism, again this is a totally separate entity to affectionate cannibalism as some sort of funerary ritual and it is certainly not specific to Celtic culture let alone Gaelic as it is a situational consequence that could occur anywhere in the world as pointed out by Sims-Williams, “this is very different from eating a deceased father” (Article reference 47, p.56). Rodway then looks at the handful of medieval Welsh sources that refer to cannibalism but again these have little if no relation to cannibalism in an affectionate sense. By citing these references which have a dubious connection to the specific question of affectionate cannibalism in a Gaelic context, Rodway is in effect showing that while these notions could in fact have their basis in reality, however unlikely, the more you explore them the further away you seem to get and they become more and more speculative. The author does mention and briefly investigates the well-known concept, that from the point of view of classical sources everything becomes more uncivilized, barbarian like and generally odd the further one travels from the Mediterranean, thus raising the question of whether the ideas discussed in such sources have been embellished or doctored to fit an altogether different agenda, one that reflects favorably on their own ideal?
 As the article progresses the sources become more and more tenuously related to the idea of these two phenomena being linked and also that they may have their roots in a Celtic past. In the end Rodway himself has to admit defeat, in the sense that being able to back up these themes with any credible, concrete evidence is practically impossible. He fails to provide any source that can be solidly and reliably used to relate back to Strabo’s account from where Rodway first pulls the notion of affectionate cannibalism and has to concede that affectionate cannibalism is, in his own words a “red herring” (Rodway, p.65).
 In conclusion, the piece is overall very well researched as shown by the numerous cohesive references but one feels it could benefit from a stronger structure as at times it seems as if the author is talking out loud to himself and could be more concise. An introduction which clearly sets out Rodway's aims and ambitions for the article would also be beneficial, this would give more clarity on the objectives of the paper to any potential first time reader as well as some background information as to why this idea is being explored in the first place, instead the reader is left to piece this together themselves as they go along. 
 The writer sets out to explore two separate themes both singularly but also as potentially linked entities. He does this in a measured and balanced manner, and it is very apparent that he has scoured the historical record for any mentions of blood drinking and cannibalism, affectionate or otherwise in a Celtic context. 
 It would appear that Rodway, after setting out to show the connections of affectionate cannibalism and blood drinking, runs out of ideas, sources, information or a combination of all three and finds himself “in the realms of conjecture” (Rodway, p.60). After asking the question “could Gaelic blood drinking in a funerary context be an example not of Celtic continuity, but of pre - Celtic continuity?” He then retracts the question and goes on to call it “pointless and speculative” (Rodway, p.60) If this is the case would it not make more sense just to remove it from the article altogether?
 On the other hand with regard to the blood drinking motif he demonstrates that Strabo’s account cannot be relied upon to deduce that this was a common practice amongst the Celtic peoples but does however put forward the theory that this could have its routes in Christian origins and could possibly be something that has remained, although rarely into relatively modern times. The author makes the case that in a 15th century Irish translation of pseudo Bernards Liber de passion Christi, Alexandra Burgholm argued that the Virgin Mary drinks the blood of Christ, although he acknowledges that the incident is absent from the Latin original (Article reference 80 p.63). Several references are given in an attempt to endorse this point of either kissing or licking of the blood of Christ and in one reference the Virgin Mary is credited in Ireland with having invented the tradition of keening (Article reference 88 p.64).  Rodway suggests that the Gaelic blood drinking motif derives from European traditions about the Virgin Mary’s grief after son's death. There is also thought given to the possibility of native pre - Christian customs which have similar traits converging with this, he was however unable to show incontrovertible evidence to support the theory.
 Incest is another common theme in the article, appearing together with cannibalism in various references, this could well be a consequence of classical bias coupling together two of the more extreme examples of uncivilization and it is worth noting that they appear together more than once.  
 As in the case of the introduction discussed above it would be advantageous for the piece to have a more substantial and informative conclusion. The short length of said conclusion is inadequate for this piece of work and detracts from the overall contribution of the piece itself. With a stronger conclusion, that includes a more detailed evaluation of the pieces own accomplishments, it would be easier and clearer for the reader to deduce for themselves the points that have been raised and discussed within the paper and to interpret them accordingly in their own way. 
 This said it is an interesting piece of work that raises valid points and questions concerning blood drinking and cannibalism in a Gaelic and wider Celtic context. Ultimately, Rodway in his own way concludes that while either of the ideas are plausible, they are unlikely, and even more sceptical is the ideology that they are unique to either Gaelic or indeed Celtic literature and culture. After reading the article, one is left wondering if this was possibly his intention all along. Moreover, perhaps even from the outset, aiming to dispel these concepts, however plausible, to the realms of myth and fantasy.  
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