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Sustainability

Research states that ‘Sustainability’ means ‘the quality of being able to continue over a period of time’ (Cambridge dictionary, 2019). This is further explained by stating that it is necessary to consider costs when striving for long term sustainability, in a business this could mean to change and improve working processes to make it sustainable for the future.

Sustainability can mean not only to sustain the world economy but also the future of the planet. (TWI, 2022). Renewable energy is a good example of environmental sustainability, it uses nature to produce an energy that is clean and can be used to generate heat or electricity.

Sustainability in a social context can be explained as how a business has an effect on the population whether it is negative or positive. (United Nations Global Compact, 2019). A sustainable business would operate in a way that helps their workforce by being diverse, providing good working conditions, and operating within the health and safety rules to make sure the employees wellbeing is catered for. (5 Objectives to Help Organizations Achieve Workforce Sustainability, 2022)

Looking at these three definitions of sustainability the most important factor is to have them working simultaneously to have a balanced effect on the environment, population and world economy. (University of Alberta, 2013)
This can all be summed up in the Brundtland report who states that ‘Sustainability is defined as a way to work and live to meet our present needs without using up all the reserves so that future generations will have some resources left to be able to live and exist ‘(United Nations Global Compact, 2019)
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