Significant Landmark Provision
The Smoking Ban
Introduction -Niomi Bridgeman
For our presentation we decided to focus on the provision of the smoking ban. Smoking has a big impact on people’s welfare and we believe that the smoking ban has improved peoples well-being. It has been the biggest landmark change for decades. The smoking ban came into place in 2006 in Scotland, in April 2007 in Wales and July 2007 in England. The ban made it illegal to smoke in public places as a consequence of the Health Act 2006. In the mid 90’s, smoking was reduced in work places, shops and public transport but it was still legal in most licenced places. (Politics, 2017)
Background-Niomi Bridgeman/Kemi Mason
In the 50’s, most people smoked. It was more of a social interaction and it was a norm to smoke, meaning that it is just what everybody did. People also did not know of any health problems that came with smoking during that time because the medical awareness of tobacco was low, and people were not aware of the dangers and consequences of smoking. (Rodrigues, 2017)
The British Medical Journal (1954) found a link between smoking and lung cancer. This is when the government issued a warning to make people more aware of the effects of smoking on your lungs. As smoking came out to be a massive health problem, the government were starting to take it seriously and the banning law was coming into action in the 70’s and so people were not allowed to smoke on public transport and in cinemas. Advertising of smoking was no longer allowed in London in the 80’s and as it reached 1999, there was a complete ban on smoking advertising.
In 2010 there were debates for and against banning advertising and displaying cigarettes and tobacco of any kind, the law was passed and it is now illegal to display cigarettes and tobacco in large stores and supermarkets. And since 2012, small stores and other outlets such as pubs and clubs, by law will have to keep cigarettes and tobacco out of sight. (Gov.uk, 2017)
The ban on displaying such goods has been positively received by the campaign Group Action on Smoking and Health (ASH), but it has not been so popular with shopkeeper group the Tobacco Retailers' Alliance. (TBA)(Gov.uk, 2017)
The director at (ASH) Hazel Cheeseman has stated "Two-thirds of smokers start before the age of 18, so it is vital that everything is done to put tobacco out of sight to protect future generations.The display ban in small shops will work hand in hand with standardised packs, which will be introduced in May 2016, to further protect children from glitzy tobacco packaging." (Cheeseman 2015)

The UK smoking ban compared to other countries – Gwen Symons 
[bookmark: _Hlk499901635]Currently there are 17 countries within the EU that have comprehensive smoking laws in place. Of these, Ireland, the UK, Greece, Bulgaria, Malta, Spain and Hungary have the strictest laws with a zero tolerance to smoking in public places, public transport and in workplaces. Italy was the first country in Europe to enforce a smoking ban in 1962, they banned televised advertising of foreign tobacco. This was quickly followed by a similar ban in the UK in 1965. (Public Health, 2017)
 Ireland took the next big step by banning smoking in restaurant kitchens and on buses in 1988, later outright banning smoking in public places in 2004. Currently, all European countries have some form of a smoking ban in place. (Public Health, 2017)
Some of these bans differ quiet largely. For example, some countries allow smoking in designated indoor smoking areas (such as the Netherlands, Sweden, Slovenia), other bans are based on the presence of non-smokers (such as Czech Republic and Slovakia). (Treated.com, 2017)
Because of these smoking ban laws, a 2012 survey by the European Commission showed that smoking had dropped by 13% in Sweden, followed by Portugal and Slovakia with 23% and Greece topping with 40%. In the USA the smoking laws are slightly more complicate than in the UK because the laws are subject to each state rather than an overall country ban. Further south tend to have the least restrictions or none. Of the 60 most populated cities in the US, all but 17 have smoking bans in bars and restaurants. (Wikipedia, 2017)
Legislation -Vicky Robinson
The Department of Health (2011) (DoH) have aimed to reduce levels of smoking. They have introduced many measures to do this, these include; the legalised age to purchase tobacco has risen to 18. They’ve introduced media and education campaigns about the dangers of tobacco, stop-smoking and nicotine replacement therapies which is funded by the National Health Service (NHS), a comprehensive ban on tobacco advertising and promotion, regulating the contents and labelling of tobacco products. (BBC News)
The government states that they justify their anti-smoking policy due to the cost of the smoking related health problems to the NHS and the harm caused by passive smoking. The government has not tried to ban smoking outright, despite the evidence of how harmful nicotine is, however they have issued a smoking ban which bans people from smoking in public places. (Health and Social Care Information Centre, 2017)
The smoking ban is the prohibition of smoking in certain premises, places and vehicles, it was introduced on 1st July 2007. The legislation of the smoking ban states that it is illegal to smoke in places that are open to the public. It also states that it is the duty of the management/owners of the smoke free premises to put ‘no smoking’ signs that meet the requirements of the policy. If the legislation of the smoking is not followed, then there are penalties in place. Businesses can be fined up to £2,500 if they do not stop people smoking in the workplace, or £1000 if they don’t display no smoking signs. People who smoke in the workplace can be fined up to £50. (Gov.uk,2017)
How Smoking Affects Health – Cerys Treharne
According to the National Health Service UK (2017) smoking has many effects on the human body especially the lungs which could start off as minor colds, coughs and asthma but could lead onto more major problems such as pneumonia and could possibly lead to lung cancer in the long term. Lung cancer is the cause of 84% of deaths. Smoking can also affect other parts of the body. 
Smoking can cause a decrease in the blood circulation around the body as the toxins in the cigarette cause the blood to get thicker which could possibly cause a blood clot. Smoking causes chances of a heart attack as your heart rate is increased so your heart as to work harder than normal to get the blood flowing around your body. (NHS.uk , 2017)
In Britain the number of smokers are now at their lowest with the rate of smoking decreasing rapidly by 1.9 million in a decade since the smoking ban was put into place. The number of adult smokers in Great Britain (2016) were at 8.3 million, dropping nearly 20% since 2007 when the number of adult smokers were estimated at 10.2 million. The number of 16-24-year-old smokers has had the biggest drop among all age groups, it has also fallen from 26% in 2007 to 17% which is a new record low. (Forster, 2017)
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