1. Review of photographer or filmmaker. (500 words)
In this review I intend to look deeper into the work of the video/photographer duo “lesmoonwalkers “. They describe themselves as “filmmakers and travellers”, and most of their content comes from their trips across the world. The two work together on a variety of projects, their forte comes in the form of cinematics, that intend to show the beauty of their surroundings and the culture they’re experiencing. Their portfolio online is complied with photos and videos from their adventures, from specialist drone angles to deep sea diving, they provide every angle of their travels. My reason for reviewing these two creators is the effect it has on me and my work, and how their style of filmmaking aims to tell a story via music and picture, with no text or voice lines in-between.
The piece of media I’d like to comment on is in the form of a short “reel” on Instagram. The post is a collection of their favourite clips from Mongolia. The post itself contains a collection of 11 clips over the period of 20 seconds. However brief it may be, the shots are incredible and convey a story and a glimpse into Mongolian culture purely based off the images shown.
A great example of how ‘lesmoonwalkers’ creates a story and grabs the attention of their viewers instantly is through their opening shot. Here they display emotion and energy from the landscapes in which they are working in. The shot itself is classed as a “hero shot” and places a young Mongolian girl stood in traditional wear as the subject, displaying a solemn face outside a traditional Mongolian “ger” hut. Behind what we presume is her home, we get context for the vastness of Mongolia and how much uninhabited land there is, with the display of rolling hills stretching out to the horizon under shadowed by a furious storm overhead. The initial shot leaps out at me as a cinematic masterclass, with intense colour grading done by the pair, creating contrast between the blood red dress of the girl, the vivid earthy greens and the dark blues of the storm up above. This shot speaks to me more than any other in the following film, as it splits the viewers mind into three parts, each contrasting perfectly to one another separating lesmoonwalkers experience into the people the land and the weather.
The pair then go and apply similar but different techniques for the rest of the clips. Separating people from their backgrounds, giving amazing personality to the country they travelled, and throwing their experience back at the viewer in a way that we can experience without words.
This video, and more specifically the first clip in a shot reel, re defined the way I considered shooting. And convinced me to care just as much about the context surrounding the shot, as much as the subject and their content. Not all films or photos need contextualising by means of voice or text, but via surrounding and environment.

